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Overview of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights

Formally established in February 1996, Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) is a 
not-for-profit law based human rights organisation. Our core objective is to foster a culture 
of human rights in Zimbabwe by encouraging the growth and strengthening of human 
rights at all levels of Zimbabwean society through observance of the rule of law. 

ZLHR is committed to upholding respect for the rule of law and the unimpeded administration 
of justice, free and fair elections, the free flow of information and the protection of 
constitutional rights, human rights and freedoms enshrined in human rights instruments 
in Zimbabwe and the surrounding region. It keeps these values central to its programming 
activities.

ZLHR is a membership organisation consisting of at least 160 lawyers with an interest in, 
and affinity for, human rights protection and promotion. They are drawn from all provinces 
of Zimbabwe with membership steadily increasing. 

The organisation operates from three offices located in Harare, Bulawayo and Mutare. Its 
reach extends to all ten provinces through the services of the full-time secretariat and 
support of its members. ZLHR currently has a total of 35 staff members (including 13 
qualified lawyers) who are responsible for planning and implementing the core activities of 
the organisation.

ZLHR holds Observer Status with the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. It 
participates actively in the activities of committees of the SADC Lawyers’ Association, has 
affiliate status with the International Commission of Jurists, and is currently the Secretariat 
for the Southern Africa Human Rights Defenders Network.
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VISION MISSION
To be a world-class organisation that promotes a 
culture of human rights, equality and respect for 
the rule of law for a just and democratic society in 
Zimbabwe.

To protect and defend human rights through 
sustainable litigation, education and advocacy which 
contributes positively to a culture of tolerance and 
adherence to democratic values and practices.

To strive to protect, promote, deepen and broaden the human rights provisions in the Constitution of Zimbabwe.

To strive for the implementation and protection in Zimbabwe of international human rights norms as contained in important sub-regional and international human rights instruments.

To strive for the adoption of a Southern African Development Community (SADC) Charter on Human Rights and to develop and/or strengthen the implementing mechanisms.

To endeavor to find common ground with and work alongside other Zimbabwean groups, organisations, activists and persons who share a broadly similar concern for and interest 
in human rights.

To liaise and work with other human rights groups wherever situated but particularly in Southern Africa, and especially those closely linked to the legal profession.

To do all other things necessary to promote and protect human rights, the rule of law and separation of powers in Zimbabwe and the region

VALUES
Professionalism - Independence - Integrity - Equality 
- Tolerance - Non-discrimination - Courage - 
Accessibility - Responsiveness

AIMS & OBJECTIVES
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Chair, Finance and Administration Committee
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2017 was a historic year for ZLHR as we moved to occupy 
our new offices at Kodzero-Amalungelo House, our head 
office in Harare, thereby entrenching our presence in 
Zimbabwe and underlining our unchallenged commitment 
to contribute to the development of Zimbabwe through 
provision of our vital legal services. 

Our regional offices in Mutare and Bulawayo remained 
operational as we availed our legal services to ensure access 
to justice for all. This annual report serves as a flagship 
for our accountability, transparency and engagement. It 

demonstrates the scope of ZLHR’s programmes, how we 
are reaching out to some neglected and poor communities 
and adapting to the challenges and opportunities of a 
rapidly changing Zimbabwean economy.

In this annual report, our courage, dedication and 
commitment to the cause of human rights is demonstrated 
and it shows the breadth of ZLHR’s work, and the impact 
that it is having across the country’s 10 provinces. 

The achievements outlined in this annual report shows why 
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2017 Reflections from the Chairperson and Executive Director

ZLHR is proud of its programmes and impact in 2017, and why it is important that we keep 
building from here.

In the face of unprecedented levels of the country’s economic crisis, ZLHR continued its 
tradition of generous response to human rights defenders in distress and challenging the 
omissions and commissions of powerful and abusive State and non-State actors.

In 2017, ZLHR succeeded in getting some first time potential voters of a different sort. 
Although they have been Zimbabwean citizens by birth, Sarah Kachingwe and several 
others had always been treated with contempt by government which viewed them as less 
Zimbabwean.

Classified as ‘alien’, for several decades, they had been denied the right to vote. But in 2017, 
for the first time in their lives, they savoured the prospect of being able to vote during the 
2018 harmonised elections. 

All thanks to ZLHR’s intervention in challenging powerful State institutions that had been 
an obstacle in blocking citizens’ to assert their voting rights.

In Chingwizi, in Masvingo province, three years after being forcibly removed from their 
homes, resettled haphazardly and enduring police beatings and nights in the bush, some
villagers in 2017 treasured their victory over their perpetrators after they succeeded 

in suing the Minister of Home Affairs and the Zimbabwe Republic Police for payment of 
compensation following the torture they endured as government sought to force them to 
relocate to an area with worse conditions than those at a transit camp where they were 
staying.

In 2017, Zimbabwe witnessed a rupture in the rule of law with a grave breach of the 
constitutional order after the military removed President Robert Mugabe from power in a 
coup. 

During this disconcerting period, we did not stand by and watch but we added our voice in 
demanding a return of the country to a constitutional order.

We did so in line with our objectives of fostering a culture of human rights and respect and 
observance of the rule of law.

We would like to thank our beneficiaries, communities, civil society partners, government 
departments, our board members, members, secretariat staff and funding partners without 
whom ZLHR would not have achieved the successes registered in 2017.

Going forward, we will continue to demand the alignment of laws to the Constitution and 
adherence to a just rule of law. We will continue to count on the valuable support which we 
have received from our stakeholders over the past 21 years. May this last forever.
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In 2018, ZLHR continued to implement its restructuring along the four priority areas. The areas are (a) Access to civil, social and economic justice; (b) Institutional 
strengthening and accountability; (c) Rights literacy; (d) Protecting the rights and safety of Human Rights Defenders. It was also a year of reflecting on the last 20 years 
of ZLHR’s existence, having been formally established in February 1996 by a group of lawyers.

ZLHR’s four priority areas

Access to justice programme: 

ZLHR seeks to ensure that communities are equipped to enable them to not only access social, economic and civil justice, but in the long term demand for rights and 
hold state and non state actors accountable for their actions. Consequently, through its programming ZLHR acknowledges the crucial role of informed, empowered 
communities that assert their rights to access social, economic and civil justice. Through litigation and increasing awareness of the remedies in the Constitution during 
mobile legal clinics, ZLHR provides communities 2 especially the rural population 2 a chance to contribute and influence the evolution of governance systems in the 
country. In the long term, service delivery, public services accountability, social and economic justice will become issues that communities increasingly engage with. 

Institutional strengthening and accountability programme: 

This priority area seeks to strengthen the efficiency and effectiveness of state institutions in delivering on their mandate in order to remain accountable to the public. 
Through various activities, ZLHR seeks to ensure increased public awareness and scrutiny of the key rule of law state institutions, such as those involved in justice 
delivery 2 the judiciary, the police and the National Prosecuting Authority 2 to contribute towards changed attitudes and practices. It also aims at enhancing the 
oversight role of Parliament in holding the other arms of government accountable to the constitutional ethos. 

Rights literacy:
 
Interventions seek to empower communities through sharing of information, participation in public talks, targeted debates and dissemination of simplified material. 
The activities aim to increase knowledge of the constitutional provisions on the declaration of basic and fundamental rights of citizens, with communities gaining 
knowledge on duties of the arms of government as well as general human rights in international human rights instruments. In the long term, empowered women, men 
and children from all social, economic and political backgrounds will effectively assert their rights, call for transparency and hold those in public office accountable and 
engage in governance issues from an informed perspective. 

Protection of human rights defenders:

Key interventions include provision of a legal safety net, capacity building through trainings and other support, research and advocacy. The activities are earmarked to 
ensure that human rights defenders (HRDs) are not only able to continue with their work, but to do so in a safe environment. This is a holistic, integrated approach that 
is also forward looking by building litigation capacity of lawyers, including the younger generation, for sustained strategic litigation advocacy. This is complemented by 
another dimension of advocacy work with strategic stakeholders that is carried out at national, regional and international forums, to increase awareness on safety and 
other challenges faced by HRDs as well as learning from best practices to improve the support. 

ZLHR’s strategic direction

01

02

03

04
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2017 in a Nutshell: Overview of ZLHR’s Interventions and Beneficiaries

ZLHR mainly provided free litigation to HRDs, CSOs, 
individuals, women and other marginalized groups through 
the Human Rights Defenders project and Public Interest 
Litigation project. The organization also endeavored to 
increase access to justice to the public and communities 
through community outreaches mostly mobile legal clinics 
(MLCs) and legal aid. ZLHR also continued with advocacy 
work including utilising regional and international platforms 
to lobby for protection and promotion of human rights in 
Zimbabwe.

ZLHR’s litigation and legal aid efforts

Litigation support for HRDs included emergency legal support upon arrest and follow up legal support which provided 
a safety net for HRDs who were targeted for exercising their rights. ZLHR also handled public interest litigation and 
constitutional cases in an effort to contribute to civil, political, economic and social justice and democratic reform in 
Zimbabwe. Legal aid was provided to indigent people under the Help Desk initiative which increased access to justice for 
the public. 

• A total of 113 HRDs cases handled (70 emergency legal support cases and 43 follow up legal support cases) 489 HRDs 
assisted i.e. 399 males and 90 females

• 433 cases were handled under access to justice (152 public interest cases, 272 anti-impunity cases, 9 constitutional 
cases)

• 1 151 clients assisted under access to justice litigation i.e. 657 males, 472 females and 22 organisations
• ZLHR handled 546 cases under litigation that supported 1640 clients being 1056 males, 562 females and 22 

organisations
• 34% of the clients were females.
• 776 people approached help desks for legal aid (488 females, 288 males

Legal Aid

Litigation

Special projects

Training

Community 
outreach

ZLHR Direct 
Beneficiaries

74%

4%

5%

11%

6%

Legal services

• In 2017, ZLHR reached out to at least 14 637 direct 

beneficiaries i.e. 6 379 men, 8 218 women, 22 

organisations and 18 transgendered persons

• 1640 clients were assisted under litigation

• 78% of the beneficiaries benefitted from community 

outreaches and trainings

• The Legal Monitor newsletter was disseminated in all 

provinces and 1 170 000 copies were printed.

• 124 statements and alerts were circulated on the 

mailing lists and ZLHR’s website. 

• Various social media platforms with the largest 

following of 50 000 being on Twitter, which gained 22 

000 followers in 2018. 
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CAPACITY BUILDING

• At least 35 trainings were conducted in 2017 for 
CSOs, HRDs and lawyers

• 629 people were trained i.e. 388 males, 223 females 
and 18 transgendered persons

• 25 different organizations  and social movements 
received training on safety and risk management

• 24 lawyers, (16 males, 8 females) attended a training 
on Electoral Court Rules

Transgender

Females

Males

62%

35%

3% 2017 Capacity Building 
Beneficiaries
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State v Themba Nyoni

Themba Nyoni, a former Councillor in Gwanda was arrested on 28 January 2017 and charged with undermining authority 
of or insulting the President in contravention of Section 33 (2) (b) of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act after 
he allegedly told Abedinico Ncube, the Rural Development, Promotion and Preservation of National Culture and Heritage 
Minister that President Mugabe was too old and should consider stepping down from his position as the leader of the 
country. 

In his defence, Nyoni, who was represented by ZLHR, said Ncube had always been persuading him to join the ruling ZANU 
PF party whenever they meet of which he has always refused to accept the overtures. 

On 01 February 2017, when Nyoni appeared at Gwanda Magistrates Court, where he was summoned to do so, he was set 
free after his lawyers from ZLHR argued that his client had not committed any offence to warrant him to be put on trial. 
Prosecutor Blessing Gundane concurred with ZLHR lawyers and the State was ordered to proceed by way of summons if 
prosecutors intend to pursue the matter.

TAMING IMPUNITY

In 2017, Zimbabweans who had watched helplessly as State and non-State actors violated their human rights with impunity came to count on ZLHR to bring perpetrators to 
account. During the year, ZLHR’s anti-impunity campaign spared no-one. From police officers to local council authorities, hospital staff and school headmasters, perpetrators of 
human rights violations were forced to pay for violating human rights. 

Largely, thanks to the tireless efforts of ZLHR, through its anti-impunity campaign, victims of human rights violations received compensation while perpetrators were punished. 
In many cases, perpetrators were forced to pay damages from their own pockets as well as face disciplinary action at work. Titus Matava, a Zimbabwe Republic Police Constable 
based at Rusape Police Station is an example. Together with his employers, the policeman was ordered to fork out thousands of dollars to compensate his victim. 

In Constable Matava’s case, he grabbed Simba Chikaka’s vehicle keys after the motorist failed to pay a $20 spot fine in November 2015. The policeman proceeded to use the vehicle 
to chase after other allegedly offending motorists before crashing the vehicle. In 2017, The Magistrate Court in Mutare ordered the payment of compensation to Chikaka following 
the intervention of ZLHR. 

In addition, Constable Matava was subjected to some internal police disciplinary action. In another anti-impunity case handled by ZLHR, a policeman had his salary garnished by 
the Salary Services Bureau for torturing a schoolboy. For ZLHR, the complete lack of accountability of those responsible for perpetrating violations is of special concern given the 
longstanding and pervasive culture of impunity in Zimbabwe.

Cases
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On 29 November 2017, High Court Judge Justice Nyaradzo Munangati-Manongwa granted an order allowing Zimbabwean 
citizens by birth whose identity documents mistakenly identify them as ‘Aliens’, to register as prospective voters in the 2018 
general elections provided that they bring along with them their identity documents endorsed alien coupled with a birth 
certificate and proof of residence. 

The granting of the court order came after ZLHR petitioned the High Court on behalf of Harare resident Sarah Kachingweand 
two opposition political parties namely MDC-T and MDC-N seeking an order to compel Zimbabwe Electoral Commission 
(ZEC) to register the so-called aliens as prospective voters in the 2018 general elections during the ongoing biometric voter 
registration exercise. 

In her ruling, Justice Munangati-Manongwa ordered that any person born in Zimbabwe who is of or over eighteen (18) years 
with an identification card endorsed “alien” and a birth certificate showing that such person was born in Zimbabwe and 
at least one of the parents of such person was born in Zimbabwe or from the Southern African Development Community 
region with proof that he or she was ordinarily resident in Zimbabwe on the relevant publication date in 2013 is entitled 
to be registered by ZEC to vote without any impediment or additional requirement other than requirements relating to all 
people. 

The Judge also ordered that Kachingwe together with any class of persons in similar predicament be and are hereby 
entitled to be forthwith registered as voters by ZEC during the Biometric Voter Registration exercise upon production of 
the identification card endorsed alien coupled with a birth certificate showing that they were born in Zimbabwe to parents 
from the SADC region or one of whom is a Zimbabwean and has proof of residence. 

Justice Mungangati ruled that the right to vote is one of the fundamental freedoms a person can enjoy in their lifetime and 
can only be enjoyed when one is registered as a voter.

Sarah Kachingwe and Others v Registrar�General and Others

State vs Thabo Mupande and 71 Others
72 villagers in Matopo in Matabeleland South province villagers were on 02 November 2017 forcibly evicted by Zimbabwe 
Republic Police (ZRP) officers and arrested and charged with contravening Section 3(1) of the Gazetted Land (Consequential 
Provisions) Act. 

The 72 villagers, who included juveniles and elderly persons, were evicted by ZRP officers from Fox Farm in Matopo and 
arrested before being detained at Matopo Police Station. When the villagers appeared at Khezi Magistrates Court in 
Matabeleland South province on 03 November 2017, where they were represented by ZLHR lawyers, prosecutors claimed 
that they had unlawfully occupied some land of which they were not authorised to occupy, hold or use. 

But the villagers’ agony came to an end on 03 November 2017 after Magistrate Arafat Khonzani granted them free bail and 
ordered them to report to the police once every week on Friday and not interfere with state witnesses.
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ZLHR vs Judicial Service Commission and President Robert Mugabe

Munyaradzi Mutsai and 10 Others 
v City of Harare, Minister Of Local 
Government, Public Works & National 
Housing, Minister Of Tourism, 
Environment & Hospitality Industry, 
Environmental Management Agency, 
Minister Of Water Resources, 
Development and Climate and 
Zimbabwe National Water Authority

On 22 November 2017, High Court Judge Justice Priscilla Chigumba ordered the reinstatement of Advocate Ray Goba as 
the Prosecutor General (PG) and interdicted Judicial Service Commission from conducting interviews for a new (PG) after 
ZLHR intervened to promote and protect the rule of law. 

The re-instatement of Advocate Goba as PG came after ZLHR filed an urgent chamber application on 1 November 2017 
seeking an order to interdict President Robert Mugabe and the JSC from instituting any processes for the appointment of 
a Prosecutor General (PG) to replace Advocate Goba. 

President Mugabe had on 27 October 2017 reversed the appointment of Advocate Goba as the country’s PG through an 
Extraordinary Government Gazette, General Notice 642 of 2017, issued and signed by Misheck Sibanda, the Chief Secretary 
to the President and Cabinet. This notice repealed the General Notice 493 of 2017 issued through an Extraordinary 
Government Gazette. 

But through the urgent chamber application, ZLHR, which instructed Advocate Eric Matinenga to argue the matter on its 
behalf, petitioned the High Court to interdict President Mugabe and the JSC from removing or in any other way interfere 
with Advocate Goba’s constitutional appointment without following the removal from office procedures provided for in 
Section (259)(7) of the Constitution. 

Consequently, Justice Chigumba interdicted the JSC from proceeding with the process for the appointment of a PG and 
ordered that Advocate Goba should remain in office until final determination of the matter.

20 residents from Harare’s Hillside and Eastlea suburbs in Harare petitioned the High Court through their lawyers from 
ZLHR seeking an order to stop City of Harare from proceeding with constructing a bus terminus and an informal sector 
traders’ market on a wetlands, a development which residents deemed could pose environmental and health threats to 
their families. 

The City of Harare had begun implementing a development project on Coronation Park for a bus terminus and a people’s 
market to be called Rhodesville Holding Bay. Through the application filed in the High Court, ZLHR argued that the residents’ 
constitutional rights to a healthy environment, for the environment to be protected for future generations, and to safe, 
clean and potable water, were being infringed as the development would cause air, noise, and water pollution, and the 
immediate and long-term degradation of the wetland would also cause flooding and limit the applicants’ and all Harare 
residents’ water supplies. 

Lawyers also argued that the wetland is a catchment area providing fresh water for Harare, the country’s capital city 
and that Coronation Park is a wetland reserved as a park by HCC and not fit for development of projects, which the local 
authority has embarked upon. After hearing arguments from the residents and the respondents, High Court Judge Justice 
Felistus Chatukuta on 14 December 2017, interdicted City of Harare from continuing with all the construction work on the 
Rhodesville Holding Bay, bus terminus and the informal trader’s market at Coronation Park.
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State v Martha O’Donovan

State v Evan Mawarire

On 03 November 2017, Zimbabwe Republic Police officers arrested and charged Martha O’Donovan, an American citizen 
with subverting constitutional government as defined in section 22(2)(a)(1) of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) 
Act, Chapter 9:23 and undermining authority of or insulting the President in contravention of section 33 of the Criminal 
Law (Codification and Reform) Act, Chapter 9:23. 

Prosecutors claimed that O’Donovan undermined authority of or insulted President Mugabe through posting an abusive, 
indecent and obscene message on micro blogging site Twitter, thereby undermining authority of or insulting President 
Mugabe. 

The prosecutors also claimed that O’Donovan “systematically sought to incite political unrest through the expansion, 
development and use of a sophisticated network of social media platforms as well as running some Twitter accounts 
under the handle Magamba Network Trust, @Matigary and OpenParlyZw with a view to overthrow or attempt to overthrow 
the government by unconstitutional means”. 

The prosecutors charged that O’Donovan is the mastermind behind an organised social media campaign aimed at 
overthrowing or attempting to overthrow the government by unconstitutional means and is the “central component” in 
a highly organised attempt to replicate offline uprisings like what happened in Tunisia and Egypt”. Donovan became the 
first person to be arrested and charged with abuse of social media since the government established a Ministry of Cyber 
Security, Threat Detection and Mitigation headed by Patrick Chinamasa in October.

High Court Judge Justice Priscilla Chigumba on 29 November 2017 discharged and acquitted Pastor Evan Mawarire 
the leader of His Generation Church, who had been on trial for allegedly plotting to overthrow former President Robert 
Mugabe from power through unconstitutional means. 

Pastor Mawarire had been on trial since 25 September 2017 after he was first arrested in July 2016 and later on in 
January 2017 and charged with two counts of subverting constitutional government as defined in section 22 (2) (a) of 
the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act, Chapter 9:23 or alternatively incitement to commit public violence as 
defined in section 187 (1) (a) as read with Section 36 (1) (a) of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act, Chapter 
9:23. 

During trial, the State claimed that Pastor Mawarire incited Zimbabweans from “all walks of life” to revolt and overthrow 
a constitutionally elected government. But Justice Chigumba on 29 November 2017 set Pastor Mawarire free after 
discharging him at the close of the prosecution case and found him not guilty and acquitted him on the two main
charges of subverting a constitutional government and the two alternative charges of incitement to commit public 
violence. 

In a 17-page judgment, Justice Chigumba ruled that Pastor Mawarire exercised his constitutionally guaranteed rights 
and did not exceed the limitation on those fundamental rights and that his criticism of the government policies is 
permissible in terms of the Constitution.
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Chingwizi villagers v Commissioner�
General of Police and Minister of 
Home Affairs

Through ZLHR’s anti-impunity drive, government released 
money to pay some Chingwizi villagers as compensation 
for damages which they suffered after the violation of their 
fundamental rights in 2014.

The villagers, who included an 84 year-old man and a minor 
got assistance from ZLHR and sued the Minister of Home 
Affairs and Commissioner-General of Zimbabwe Republic 
Police (ZRP) after they were brutally assaulted by some 
ZRP officers who intended to forcibly remove them from 
Chingwizi Transit Camp. 

After receiving their compensation, the villagers went on 
a property buying spree and purchased  livestock, scotch 
carts and bicycles that act as a reminder of the hard 
times the villagers endured at the hands of the police and 
prosecuting authorities.
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Clifford Charera v University Of Zimbabwe and 2 Others

State v Shaun Bako and 50 Others

In June 2017, authorities at the University of Zimbabwe (UZ) evicted some medical students from their dwellings for 
allegedly protesting against the arbitrary hiking of fees. The students from the UZ’s College of Health Sciences had 
staged a demonstration to protest against the university authorities’ decision to hike tuition fees without carrying out 
any consultations with the students. 

However, university authorities disproportionately and heavy-handedly responded to the students’ protest by 
suppressing it. After the students’ protest, the UZ authorities issued a circular ordering all medical students to move 
out of the halls of residence on campus and off campus with immediate effect, and by no later than 13:15 hours of 26 
June 2017. In response and on behalf of the medical students, ZLHR filed an urgent chamber application on 27 June 
2017 arguing that the students were shocked and taken aback as the notice period to move out of the university halls 
of residence was unreasonably short, given how difficult it is to secure alternative accommodation. 

The lawyers argued that the students do not have anywhere to go and secure accommodation at such short notice 
and were currently living in the open and left to the mercy of the elements. The actions of the UZ authorities, the 
students argued violate some provisions of the Constitution including Section 68 which enshrines the right to 
administrative justice, Section 59 of the Constitution, which guarantees the right to demonstrate and petition and 
Section 74 which provides for freedom from arbitrary eviction. On 28 June 2017,  High Court Judge Justice Nyaradzo 
Munangati-Manongwa ordered UZ authorities to allow all medical students to return to halls of residence.

Shaun Bako and 50 others were arrested on 06 July 2016 in the high-density suburb of Mabvuku and charged with 
public violence as defined under Section 36(1)(a) of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act Chapter 9:23. 

During trial, prosecutors alleged that the 51 residents committed public violence in July 2016 when they staged a 
protest to demonstrate against police corruption and the $200 fine regime gazetted through Statutory Instrument 
41 of 2016 of the Road Traffic (Traffic Signs and Signals) Regulations. 

But on 19 June 2017, Magistrate Lanzini Ncube set free the 51 Harare residents after granting an application for 
discharge at the close of the State case, which was filed by their lawyers from ZLHR. In his ruling Magistrate Ncube 
indicated that the State failed during trial to prove the essential elements of the charge.
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Mobile Legal Clinics

ZLHR carried out mobile legal clinics (MLCs) throughout the country to increase rights literacy. The MLCs also created 
a platform where communities consulted legal practitioners and had access to legal aid.

ZLHR carried out 89 MLCs in all the provinces of Zimbabwe

78% of the MLCs were conducted in rural and marginalised areas

10 856 people attended the MLCs with 60% being women.

Participants included headmen, councilors, church leaders, government officials, village health workers, CBOs, 
youths and the general public.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

For many people living in marginalised and vulnerable 
communities who can barely afford the basics, the thought 
of hiring a lawyer to fight for their rights seems a distant, if 
not fanciful, idea. 

But in 2017, ZLHR, in its quest to ensure access to justice 
for all, gave them a fighting chance. In the case of Maud 
Munhuwepi, her child was electrocuted by an exposed 
electricity cable. 

With no resources to take on the powerful state-run ZESA 
Holdings, Munhuwepi had resigned up until she attended a 
ZLHR mobile legal clinic in her community in May in Seke in 
Mashonaland East province. 

She sought legal advice from ZLHR lawyers at a mobile 
legal clinic on how she compel ZESA Holdings to pay 
compensation for the electrocution of her child which was 
caused by negligence on the part of ZESA Holdings. 

ZLHR lawyers committed to take up Munhuwepi’s case 
after researching on the issue. At this mobile legal clinic, 
Munhuwepi was just one of hundreds of people who 

received legal advice from ZLHR lawyers for free. And they
don’t have to pay huge travel expenses to consult with a 
lawyer.

Mobile legal clinics are bringing such services to their 
doorsteps. ZLHR’s mobile legal aid desks have become 
a permanent feature of mobile legal clinics, with ZLHR 
lawyers conducting one on one sessions with participants 
to offer legal advice. In many instances, ZLHR has taken up 
cases raised at mobile legal clinics for litigation. 

The cases that crop up at meetings are varied. In one 
case, David Musungo of Manyame was forced to renounce 
Zambian citizenship when he sought a Zimbabwean 
passport from the Registrar General’s office. 

This is despite that the Constitution allows for dual 
citizenship. Desperate for a Zimbabwean passport and 
unaware of how he could assert his dual citizenship rights 
against an indignant Registrar General’s office, Musungo 
had given up on retaining Zambian citizenship. However, 
a mobile legal clinic held on 13 April 2017, changed his 
perspective after consultations with ZLHR lawyers made 

him realise he could fight for his rights. At mobile legal clinic, 
issues that requiring advice and action range from evictions 
by village heads, partisan food distribution political affiliation 
and intimidation.

Child abuse, failure by parents to obtain birth certificates for 
their children, domestic disputes and estate wrangles are 
some of the cases regularly taken up by ZLHR lawyers at 
mobile legal clinics. 

One issue stood out though. The violation of children’s right 
to education appeared widespread and affecting all parts of 
the country.

At most mobile legal clinics held by ZLHR in 2017, 
participants raised complaints about school authorities 
chasing away children from class over school fee areas. As 
a result, ZLHR took up cases to help children assert their 
right to education. 

For ZLHR, mobile legal clinics are proving an effective way 
of reaching people in need of legal help to assert some of 
their fundamental rights but are unable to afford lawyers.
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STRATEGIC STAKEHOLDERS AND PARTNERS

ZLHR attended two sessions of the African Commission on Human and Peoples 
Rights and one session of the United Nations Human Rights Council where 
statements on the situation of human rights in Zimbabwe were  presented

ZLHR was invited to attend a conference to celebrate the conferment of the ‘A’ 
status to the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission (ZHRC) by the Global Alliance 
of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI). The conference was attended by 
government, gender commissions, national peace and reconciliation commission, 
anti-corruption commission, funding partners, media, and CSOs

ZHRC invited ZLHR to attend a consultative meeting on the Thematic Working 
Group on international instruments and treaties

ZLHR also interacted and engaged with representatives of several constitutional 
commissions, namely the ZHRC, Zimbabwe Electoral Commission, Legal Aid 
Directorate relevant justice sector players – Ministry of Justice, Legal and 
Parliamentary Affairs, Parliament as well as other government departments such 
as the Registrar-General’s Office.

There was participation at the law association meetings convened by Southern 
Africa Development Community Lawyers Association and the International Bar 
Association.

RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY

ZLHR in collaboration with the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum convened 
meetings with CSOs and CBOs on developing a monitoring framework for CSOs on 
the UPR recommendations 

Research and analysis papers were prepared on  Constitutional Amendment Bill 
No.1, Judicial Laws Amendment Bill and Electoral Amendment Bill

The organisation produced and distributed the Legal Monitor newsletter in all the 
provinces of Zimbabwe

127 press statements/alerts were issued on topical human rights issues and 
human rights violations

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Special projects empowered vulnerable groups including women, people living with HIV/
AIDS (PLWHA) and persons with disabilities (PWDs) through advocacy, engagement, 
production of rights literacy resources and institutional strengthening.

Reached out to at least 1310 direct beneficiaries (420 males, 890 females)

Sensitized the media on the Zimbabwe National HIV and AIDS Strategy and Public 
Health Act through 3 media forums 

8 MLCs under women empowerment conducted that reached out to 633 people i.e. 
483 women and 150 men 

10 MLCs mainly targeting PLWHA and PWDs benefitted 1 293 people (888 women, 
405 men) 

At least 8 provincial advocacy committee meetings held

1 national disability forum and 1 national health and rights advocacy forum

6 capacity building trainings on various issues including advocacy and lobby skills 
training and human rights instruments training

Dialogues for members of Parliament. 
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Keeping 
Everyone 
Informed

ZLHR’s communication work supported the effectiveness of the organisation’s various programmes. In 2017, ZLHR pursued 
a combination of robust media engagement, real-time communication, media partnerships and quality content creation. 
Throughout the year, ZLHR drew attention to various violations of human rights in the country and reported on the judicious 
decisions issued by courts following anti-impunity litigation processes initiated by the organisation to defend human rights.

With ZLHR’s information alerts acting as a critical early 
warning tool against potential, known and emerging human 
rights excesses, the organisation issued a total of 127 
information alerts and press statements on the situation of 
human rights defenders in Zimbabwe.

1 170 000 copies were printed from 62 editions of The Legal 
Monitor newsletter published in 2017 and distributed across 
Zimbabwe’s 10 provinces including in some marginalised 
communities while some editions were translated into 
vernacular languages such as Tonga and Kalanga. 
Through The Legal Monitor, ZLHR ensured that people 
access information on current and reliable human rights 
information.

Information alerts and press 
statements

The Legal Monitor
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Media Articles

2017 Media Articles

Local, regional and international print, online and broadcast 
media gave extensive coverage to ZLHR’s programmes and 
interventions which resulted in the publication of a total of 
739 articles in 2017.

Website Content

ZLHR’s website attracted 9 091 visitors up from 8 327 
recorded in 2016.



2017 ANNUAL REPORT

19

Media Forums

In December, ZLHR hosted a media forum on Intellectual Property Rights and Access to Essential Medicines where we engaged journalists as key partners who play a crucial role towards 
the realisation and enjoyment of the fundamental right to health care.

In July 2017, ZLHR partnered with Alpha Media Holdings 
to host AMH Conversations entitled Business and the 
Constitution, where senior business executives, corporate 
strategists and lawyers discussed some important 
provisions in the Constitution, which have implications on 
business in Zimbabwe. 

As guest speaker at the event, United Kingdom-based 
and Zimbabwean-born lawyer, Alex Magaisa explored 
the constitutional rights, duties and obligations imposed 
on companies and the reforms and amendment of the 
Companies Act, which must be done in conformity with the 
new Constitution. 

Conversations On Business and the 
Constitution
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Human rights commemorations

On International Women’s Day commemorated under the theme #BeBoldForChange, ZLHR staff members celebrated acts of courage and determination by ordinary women who play 
extraordinary roles in their communities and countries despite facing several barriers that hamper their progress in all spheres of life.

International Women’s Day
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In commemoration of International Day In Support of Victims of Torture which is marked on 26 June every year, ZLHR and 
its partners hosted a roundtable discussion at Kodzero-Amalungelo House in Harare. Partners such as Zimbabwe Human 
Rights NGO Forum, Legal Resources Foundation and ZLHR members participated in the discussion. 

Participants spoke against the use of torture which continues to be used against some human rights defenders in 
Zimbabwe while ZLHR members committed to continue with litigation efforts to ensure that torture is eradicated and 
advocate for the criminalisation of torture since the new Constitution now outlaws the use of torture.

In commemoration of International Day In Support of Victims 
of Torture which is marked on 26 June every year, ZLHR and 
its partners hosted a roundtable discussion at Kodzero-
Amalungelo House in Harare. Partners such as Zimbabwe 
Human Rights NGO Forum, Legal Resources Foundation 
and ZLHR members participated in the discussion. 

Participants spoke against the use of torture which 
continues to be used against some human rights defenders 
in Zimbabwe while ZLHR members committed to continue 
with litigation efforts to ensure that torture is eradicated 
and advocate for the criminalisation of torture since the 
new Constitution now outlaws the use of torture.

On 11 December 2017, ZLHR partnered with Legal Resources 
Foundation by holding a mobile legal clinic in Dzivarasekwa 
high-density suburb to commemorate International Human 
Rights Day, where programme lawyers and programme 
officers impressed on expediting the alignment of laws to 
the Constitution.

In solidarity with United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees, ZLHR participated in the UN Refugee’s 
#IBELONG campaign aimed at ending statelessness.

Commemoration of International Day In Support of Victims of Torture

World Aids Day Commemorations

International Human Rights Day
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Social Responsibility

LSZ Open Day

Expo Parliament Open Day

Social responsibility

As part of its social responsibility, ZLHR donated some 
computers to Tafara High School in Harare to enable 
students to have better access to a wealth of knowledge 
via the internet. During the handover ceremony, ZLHR 
emphasised that education is a vehicle which can assist 
children to realise their dreams and uplift them from 
disadvantaged lives.

The Law Society of Zimbabwe (LSZ) provided ZLHR with an opportunity to offer free legal 
aid and assistance as well as constitutional rights education to members of the public 
during the Harare Agricultural Show. 

Through its Open Day Initiative, LSZ together with its partners exhibited at Harare Agricultural 
Show from 21 August 2017 to 26 August 2017. For ZLHR, exhibiting at the country’s premier 
agricultural show gave us an opportunity to become more accessible to members of the 
public and thus bringing social and economic justice and constitutional literacy to them. 

The NGO Expo hosted by National Association of Non-
Governmental Organisation in Harare presented an 
opportunity for ZLHR to share and empower people with 
constitutional rights literacy and enable them to consult 
lawyers at no cost.

In furtherance of a long standing Memorandum of 
Understanding between ZLHR and parliament of 
Zimbabwe, ZLHR participated at Parliament’s inaugural 
Open Day which was held in Harare in August 2017, where 
Zimbabweans from different religious, political, social 
and economic backgrounds flocked to ZLHR’s exhibition 
stand, where ZLHR shared some human rights literacy 
materials.  
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Society’s recognition of ZLHR

ZLHR wins Women in Law AwardNANGO Honours ZLHR

In November 2018, ZLHR was honoured 
with the Women in Law Award during 
the inaugural Intombie Young Women in 
Business Awards, which were organised 
to celebrate women who have excelled 
in different sectors in Zimbabwe and are 
meant to inspire and uplift women, most of 
whom are undermined by society. 

The National Association of Non-
Governmental Organisation honoured ZLHR 
with its Human Rights Roll of Honour Award 
in recognition of ZLHR’s fundamental role 
in the promotion and protection of human 
rights in Zimbabwe.

LSZ honours ZLHR’s Ngodza

The Law Society of Zimbabwe (LSZ) named Kuzivakwashe Ngodza as the Young Human Rights Lawyer of the Year 2017 for 
her outstanding contribution to the protection and promotion of human rights in Zimbabwe. 

Ngodza, a programmes lawyer with ZLHR, was presented with LSZ’s prestigious award at the lawyers’ regulatory body’s 
Summer School held in Nyanga. 

In honouring Ngodza, LSZ said the lawyer had demonstrated a desire to work for the promotion and protection of human 
rights in the country. She was selected as the winner by the LSZ’s Human Rights Committee, which received four nominees 
for the award. 

At ZLHR, Ngodza actively engages in litigation to fight impunity, lawlessness and bring accountability to some State and 
non-State actors and her clients, who include 51 Mabvuku residents, who were arrested in July 2016 and charged with 
public violence for allegedly participating in an anti-government protest, were found not guilty and acquitted by Harare 
Magistrate Lanzini Ncube. In her acceptance speech, Ngodza paid tribute to LSZ, Scanlen&Holderness Legal Practitioners 
(sponsors of the award) and her colleagues at ZLHR for committing tirelessly to defend human rights and to foster a culture 
of human rights in Zimbabwe.
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ZLHR Staff

Protection of human rights 
defenders programme 

Institutional strengthening and 
accountability programme 

Information and 
communications � Compliance, 
monitoring and evaluation

Access to justice programme
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Administration team

Special Projects

Finance Team
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

ZLHR BOARD

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PROJECT LAWYERS

PARALEGALS

ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
MANAGER

INSTITUTIONAL
ACCOUNTABILITY 

MANAGER

RIGHTS LITERACY 
MANAGER

HUMAN RIGHTS 
DEFENDERS 

MANAGER

REGIONAL OFFICE 
MANAGER

ADMIN  
MANAGER

ADMIN ASSISTANTS; RECEPTIONIST; DRIVERS; SECURITY; 

OFFICE ORDERLIES

COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER

COMPLIANCE 
OFFICER

FINANCE 
MANAGER

FINANCE OFFICERS; 
FINANCE CLERKS

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights Organogram (2017)
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Our partners in 2017

Australian Aid | Embassy

British Embassy

Canadian Agency for Local Initiatives

Center for Disease Control

Comic Relief

Trocaire

Dan Church Aid Open Society Initiative of Southern Africa

European Union Royal Danish Embassy Office | DANIDA

Ford Foundation Royal Netherlands Embassy

HIVOS Sigrid Rausing Trust

Norwegian Embassy

United States Agency for International 
Development

TRACE

Gill, Godlonton & Gerrans | Dube, Manikai & Hwacha

Pricewaterhouse Coopers

Stanbic Bank Zimbabwe

Our Legal Advisors

Our Auditors

Our Bankers
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Contact details ZLHR has nationwide coverage. For more information on the nearest ZLHR representatives in your area, please contact 
the following offices:

(National coverage) 
Kodzero-Amalungelo House, 

98 Baines Avenue, Harare Phone: (+263 242) 705370/708118/764085 
Fax: (+263 4) 705641 

(Covering Manicaland and Masvingo) 
Ground Floor, Winston House Corner Ist Street and 2nd Avenue, Mutare 

Phone: (+263 20) 60660

(Covering Matabeleland, Midlands and Bulawayo) 
3rd Floor, Barclays Bank Building Corner 8th Avenue/). Nkomo Street, Bulawayo 

Phone: (+263 29) 722014 

National: (+263) 772 257 247 

Matabeleland/Midlands: (+263) 773 855 635 

Manicaland/Masvingo: (+263) 773 855 718 

Email: info@zlhr.org.zw 

Facebook: Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights Twitter: @ZLHRLawyers Website: www.zlhr.org.zw

24�Hour 
Hotlines 

Harare Office

Mutare Office

Bulawayo Office 
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