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HARARE-In Mashonaland Central province, people 
have to think twice before opening their mouths. 
Just a few spoken words can land one in police cells, 
worse still in remand prison.

For years, the province has been a hotbed of political 
violence. But residents of this mineral-rich area 
are now experiencing a new kind of terror as the 
Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) steps up violations 
of the right to freedom of speech.

More residents are being arrested for criticising 
President Robert Mugabe or the government 
despite the freedom of expression enshrined in the 
Constitution under Section 61.

As a result, Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 
(ZLHR) has been forced to intervene more often to 
defend freedom of expression.

=/+5�LV�DOVR�¿JKWLQJ�REQR[LRXV�SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�
law now infamously referred to as the insult laws 
that are routinely used by members of the ZRP 
to arrest people who dare express dissenting 
opinions in public. Others, such as Leman 
Pwanyiwa from Shamva, were arrested for 
GLVWULEXWLQJ�ÀLHUV�DQG�SOD\LQJ�VRQJV�RQ� WKHLU�
radios.

Even though many victims of insult laws 
end up being acquitted in court, ZLHR 
has approached the Constitutional Court 
asking the court to strike down provisions 
infamously known as the insult 
laws, which criminalise 
alleged insults 
on the State 
president as 
well as 

members of the police. The Constitutional Court is 
\HW�WR�UXOH�RQ�WKH�OHJDO�FKDOOHQJHV�¿OHG�E\�=/+5�

Below, The Legal Monitor gives a brief summary 
of some of the cases currently being handled by 
ZLHR. Although the majority of the cases are from 
Mashonaland Central province, dozens of people 
from other provinces have fallen victim to insult laws. 

�� 0RHQGD� 0EHUD� RI� *RURPRQ]L� ZDV� DUUHVWHG�
and charged with contravening Section 33 
���� �E�� RI� WKH�&ULPLQDO� /DZ� �&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG�
Reform) Act in November 2015 for allegedly 
holding President Robert Mugabe responsible 
for the country’s worsening economic crisis.  
 In denying the charges, Mbera, who is a 
supporter of former Prime Minister Morgan  
Tsvangirai’s MDC-T party, claims that he 

is being tormented for 
supporting a political 

party different from 
President Robert 

Mugabe’s ZANU 
PF party. 

�� /HPDQ�3ZDQ\LZD�ZDV�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�FRQWUDYHQLQJ�
6HFWLRQ����RI�WKH�&ULPLQDO�/DZ��&RGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�
Reform) Act as read with paragraph 2 (a) (ii) of the 
third schedule of the same Act. Pwanyiwa was also 
charged with disorderly conduct in a public place in 
contravention of Section 41 (b) of the Criminal Law 
�&RGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�5HIRUP��$FW��7KH�6WDWH� DOOHJHG�
that during the election period while campaigning 
for the MDC T party in Shamva, Pwanyiwa 
played songs on the radio as well as distributed 
À\HUV� WR� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� SXEOLF�� 3ZDQ\LZD� ZKR�
was acquitted in November 2015 after a full trial 
has approached the Constitutional Court seeking 
an order to strike down the provisions of the law 
which he considers offensive.

�� 6WDQOH\� &KDZLUD� ZDV� DUUHVWHG� DQG� FKDUJHG� ZLWK�
contravening Section 95 of the Criminal Law 
�&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� 5HIRUP�� $FW� IRU� DOOHJHGO\�
wearing an MDC-T t-shirt during an encounter 
with some ZANU PF supporters. Initially, Chawira 
was charged with contravening Section 33 of the 
&ULPLQDO�/DZ��&RGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�5HIRUP��$FW��EXW�
the charged was amended to criminal insult when 
he was taken to court.

�� 7HQGDL� 0XVRQ]D� ZDV� DUUHVWHG� DQG� FKDUJHG� ZLWK�
contravening Section 33 of the Criminal Law 
�&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� 5HIRUP�� $FW�� /LNH� 0EHUD��
Musonza also denies the charge and argues 
that he is being victimised for exercising his 
right to freedom of expression guaranteed in  
the Constitution.

�� )ORUD�.DURVL�RI�.DURL�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�LQ�-XO\������IRU�
allegedly stating that President Robert Mugabe is 
now of advanced age who still wants to compete 
with people of a younger age. His matter, which 
was referred to the Constitutional Court from the 
Magistrates Court, is yet to be determined by the 
apex court.

�� OQ�0DVYLQJR�� SROLFH� VXPPRQHG�1DLVRQ�0XG]XUL��
an opposition political party supporter, to stand trial 
for allegedly undermining authority of or insulting 
President Mugabe in contravention of Section 

��� �E�� RI� WKH�&ULPLQDO� /DZ� �&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG�
Reform) Act Chapter 9:23. According to 
6WDWH�SURVHFXWRUV��0XG]XUL��ZKR�ZDV�¿UVW�

arrested and charged on 09 September 
2013 before he was removed 

from remand and only to be 
summoned to  

 

stand trial recently, allegedly passed some 
unpalatable statements against the ZANU PF leader 
whom he blamed for presiding over the collapse 
of the once prosperous southern African country. 
Prosecutors charged that Mudzuri criticised 
some ZANU PF party supporters for foolishly 
sympathising with President Mugabe whom he 
blamed for failing to uplift citizens’ livelihoods in 
the past 33 years but was just obsessed with blaming 
former British Prime Minister Tony Blair for the 
country’s political and economic ills. Mudzuri, 
the State claimed, also suggested that the ZANU 
PF supporters were better off supporting MDC-T 
party leader Morgan Tsvangirai if their fortunes 
were to change. However, Mudzuri’s trial failed 
to kick off after his lawyer Blessing Nyamaropa 
RI�=/+5�¿OHG�VRPH�SUHOLPLQDU\�REMHFWLRQV�WR�WKH�
commencement of trial for lack of compliance 
ZLWK�6HFWLRQ����RI�WKH�&ULPLQDO�/DZ��&RGL¿FDWLRQ�
and Reform) Act Chapter 9:23, which requires 
WKDW� 3URVHFXWRU�*HQHUDO� -RKDQQHV�7RPDQD� VKRXOG�
authorise prosecutions of such nature. In Mudzuri’s 
case, the letter of authority to prosecute was only 
VLJQHG�E\�D�FKLHI�ODZ�RI¿FHU�EDVHG�LQ�0DVYLQJR�DQG�
QRW�E\�WKH�3URVHFXWRU�*HQHUDO�

�� ,Q� 0ZHQH]L�� 3ROLWH� =DPEH]L�� DQ� HPSOR\HH� RI�
the State-run National Railways of Zimbabwe 
in Mwenezi District, in Masvingo province, will 
appeared at Mwenezi Magistrates Court after 
he was summoned to stand trial on charges of 
undermining authority of or insulting President 
Mugabe in contravention of Section 33 (b) of 
WKH� &ULPLQDO� ODZ� �&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� 5HIRUP��
$FW� &KDSWHU� ������ =DPEH]L� ZDV� ¿UVW� DUUHVWHG� RQ�
24 November 2012 while aboard a commuter 
omnibus after he allegedly composed and chanted 
a song with the lyrics; “Mugabe will be hanged  
like Sadam”.

��� ,Q� %XODZD\R�� %ULJKWRQ� +REDQH�� D� WHDFKHU� DW� D�
school in the high density suburb of Cowdray 
Park was arraigned before a Bulawayo Magistrate 
Court charged with contravening Section 33 
���� �E�� � RI� WKH� &ULPLQDO� /DZ� �&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG�
Reform) Act (Chapter 9:23) for allegedly insulting 
or undermining the authority of the president. The 
State alleged that on 11 December 2015 at Soccer 
Bet Shop, Hobane unlawfully made a statement 
concerning the President. The alleged statements 
in terms of the charge sheet and state outline reads  
as follows; 

� ³<LNKR�ODYRWHOD�LQMD�OH]L�X0XJDEH�OR�*UDFH��\LNKR�
sidubeka ngenxa yabo. Bona Bayaphila kahle thina 
sidubeka labantwana bethu”. The State interpreted 

Hobane’s statement to mean “That 
is why you voted for the dogs 

0XJDEH� DQG� *UDFH�� ZH�
are suffering because of 
them. They are living 

lavish life whilst 
we are suffering 
with our children” 
The State alleged 

that the statement 
undermined the 
authority of or insulted 
the President. ZLHR 
lawyers Nosimilo 
Chanayiwa and Lizwe 

Jamela who represented 
Hobane argued that 
the schoolteacher is a 

human rights defender 
who was prosecuted under an  

unjust law.

In defence of freedom 
of expression

Moenda Mbera
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HARARE- Until the intervention of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights (ZLHR) in 2014, aged people living in Harare’s Marimba Park 
suburb - some aged nearly 100 years old – were presented with two 
stark choices each morning: make a beeline for the borehole or die.

Without water from the city council, elderly persons trekked every 
PRUQLQJ�WR�WKH�KRXVH�RI�D�*RRG�6DPDULWDQ�ZKR�RIIHUHG�KLV�ERUHKROH�
water to the community.

It had been seven months without running water from the council, a 
relatively short period in a country where some areas have gone 10 
years without a drop from the tap. But seven months was like ages 
for members of this community, many of who are in need of home 
based care.

)UDLO�DQG�RXW�RI�PHDQV��SHRSOH�LQ�WKLV�RQFH�DIÀXHQW�VXEXUE�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�
council had abandoned them. One of the residents Nelson Manyoba 
VDLG�KH�¿UVW�VWD\HG�LQ�0DULPED�LQ�WKH�����V�

He said, the harsh and unforgiving conditions they were being made 
to endure were too perilous for people their age to navigate. The sight 
of an elderly woman battling with a 20 litre container of water while 

walking with the aid of a stick had become common. 

“I am over 90 and lived here for 50 years but I have never seen this,” 
Manyoba told The Legal Monitor at his residence in 2014.

“We are old people and water should be readily available. Some of 
us are on medication and, surely, I am too old to walk 2 km to fetch 
water. The council should show us some compassion,” he said.

His 88-year-old wife, Emily, said she was managing several ailments.

“I have to take these pills daily. I can’t stop taking these pills and 
for that I need water. Water is our right. Ever since we came here 
we never experienced this. When we didn’t have water in the 1980s, 
they used to bring a bowser. Now they just ignore us. It is terrible,” 
she said.

The couple was grateful to one of its granddaughters, who chipped in 
to buy bulk water. There are residents older than the Manyobas in a 
similar situation.

“This is not the age to worry about water. It should be readily 
available,” said Rubbie Mwayera, who was born in 1919 and struggled 
with hearing among other age-related conditions she has to manage.

Another one was Leocardia Sagwete, who was 96 in 2014. There 
were dozens of other people born before 1930 who are being left to 
sink by the Harare City Council in Marimba Park.

“There was running water since 1972 but things have gone bad,” said 
Newton Jekecha, who, at 86, was considered one of more energetic 
community members. 

“Harare City Council personnel are not sensitive at all. In this section 
of Marimba Park the majority of us are now old and poor,” he said.

Lucia Shekede, a widowed retired nurse born in 1932 who stayed 
with her adult daughter and granddaughter said life had become 
unbearable.

“We have surrendered. We have not had water supplies for too long. 
Nhova dzakurwadza idzi nekutakura mvura,” she said.

At that time council bosses had reportedly diverted part of a $144 
million Chinese loan to buy for themselves the kind of cars driven by 
football World Cup stars.

As council abandons its responsibilities, the elderly in Marimba and 
other places around Zimbabwe feel the struggle for water is distinctly 
WKHLU� RZQ�� 7KH� VLWXDWLRQ� IRUFHG� RQH� SDUWLFXODU� ³*RRG� 6DPDULWDQ´�
with a borehole to open his doors to the community. Taking over the 
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�+DUDUH�&LW\�&RXQFLO��WKH�³*RRG�6DPDULWDQ´��ZKR�
refused to be named, connected a pipe that fed water to the elderly 
residents who queued at his home from dawn to dusk.

“I grew up here. These people are like my own grandmothers and 
grandfathers so I cannot watch them die,” he told The Legal Monitor, 
adding: “I feel for them because they have to carry those containers 
back home and that’s not an easy task,” he said.

³+H�LV�*RG�VHQW��:H�FRXOG�DOO�KDYH�EHHQ�GHDG�ZHUH�LW�QRW�IRU�KLP�´�
said Sagwete.

Council only restored water after the intervention of ZLHR 
programmes manager Dzimbabwe Chimbga. 

BULAWAYO-At 58, Emma Chisenga was looking 
forward to retirement and spend her remaining 
years enjoying the fruits of her decades-long work.

But then, in Zimbabwe there is no respect for people 
who have spent much of their years contributing to 
the country’s economy. 

Hence, she has to cope with chasing after a 
retrenchment package from a State-run company.

:RUVH�� SROLFH� RI¿FHUV� \RXQJ� HQRXJK� WR� EH�
her children have no respect for the rights of  
ageing people. 

As a result she has suffered police brutality for 
demanding what is owed to her and exercising her 
constitutional rights.

Chisenga worked for the National Railways of 
Zimbabwe (NRZ) until she was retrenched without 
pay in August 2015. 

Acutely aware of her constitutional rights, 
she subsequently joined a number of former 
NRZ employees in a similar position as hers, 
to demonstrate against their former employer 

demanding payment of their retrenchment 
packages. 

In the process of demonstrating, she was assaulted 
and subjected to indecent treatment by the police. 

Her attempts to complain about the conduct 
of the police landed her in more trouble as 
she was summoned to the local police station  
for questioning. 

It was only the intervention of Zimbabwe Lawyers 
for Human Rights that saved her from further 
harassment after lawyers Nosimilo Chanayiwa and 
/L]ZH� -DPHOD� � SKRQHG� WKH� UHOHYDQW� SROLFH� RI¿FHU�
asking for details of the charge.

“I am still investigating,” was the response of the 
SROLFH�RI¿FHU�

She was subsequently released without a charge. 

&KLVHQJD� QRZ� ZDQWV� WKH� SROLFH� RI¿FHUV� ZKR�
violated her rights to pay for their illegal actions. 
She has since advised her lawyers to take up the 
FDVH�DQG�VKH�KDV�DOVR�¿OHG�D�FULPLQDO�FDVH�DJDLQVW�
WKH�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV�ZKR�DVVDXOWHG�KHU��

HARARE-She is 95-years-old and visibly frail.  
But of late, Leocardia Sagwete has been exhibiting the 
energy of a toddler.

After spending seven months without running water, 
Sagwete felt the Harare City Council had condemned 
her to the grave.

“How can I survive without water at my 
DJH"��7KH\��FRXQFLO�RI¿FLDOV��ZDQWHG�
to send me to an early death,” she said. 

Thanks to the intervention of 
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 
(ZLHR), the Harare City Council has 
now been forced to restore water to 
the community.

“I am now busy with some projects,” she said last week.

It was not only Sagwete’s life at stake. Many others in her 
age group were being forced to scrounge for the precious 
liquid, often travelling long distances to solicit water from 
those with boreholes at their homes. 

Left to die
…ageing population hit hardest by water shortages

‘We can live again’ 
…ZLHR rescues elderly from grave water situation

Grandmother who hoped for happy  
retirement, suffers multiple abuses

Heya Malaba, one of the Marimba Park residents being interviewed by Dzimbabwe 

Chimbga of ZLHR

Constitution of Zimbabwe: Section 82 Rights of the elderly 

People over the age of 70 (seventy) years have the right -

(a)  to receive reasonable care and assistance from their 
families and the State;

(b)  to receive health care and medical assistance from the 
State; and

�F���WR�UHFHLYH�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�E\�ZD\�RI�VRFLDO�VHFXULW\� 
and welfare;

 and the State must take reasonable legislative and other 
measures, within the limits of the resources available to it, 
to achieve the progressive realisation of this right.

Know Your Rights
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HARARE- If countries were judged on how 
they treat their elderly population; Zimbabwe 
would probably rank among the worst.

Section 82 of the Constitution  
enshrines the rights of the elderly 
and the obligations of the State 
towards this vulnerable 
demographic group.

Article 18 (4) of the 
African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ 
Rights to which 
Zimbabwe is a 
voluntary State  
Party states: 

“The aged and the disabled 
shall also have the right to special 
measures of protection in keeping 
with their physical or moral needs.” 

Despite its commitments, Zimbabwe seems 
WR�KDYH�WDNHQ�QR�VWHSV�WR�IXO¿O�WKHVH�REOLJDWLRQV�
as evidenced by the continued  
and worsening violations of the rights of  
the elderly.

In this edition, The Legal 

Monitor takes a close look at the 
situation of the elderly. 

The picture is horrifying.

Rights conferred 
under Section 82 of the 
Constitution appear to 
have remained largely 
on paper. In reality, the 
elderly in Zimbabwe are far 
from enjoying the twilight of 
their lives.

The country is currently battling 
deteriorating economic conditions and 
worsening violations of socio-economic 
human rights. 

The elderly are the hardest hit group, despite 
making up just four percent of the population.

On the economic front, the situation is dire.

Despite working for decades and deserving of their 
pensions, elderly persons are struggling to access 
their pensions every month.

Often, government has shifted pay dates resulting 
in the elderly being paid last.

The current cash shortages have worsened  
the situation. 

Having travelled long distances from remote rural 
areas to access their pensions at banks, thousands 
of elderly people are forced to sleep outside banks 
after having failed to access their money. 

There is no government accommodation or  
food assistance. 

Pension pay dates are a sorry sight at most 
banks as men and women, many who can 
no longer walk without help, spend days 

waiting for their money. 

In urban areas such as Harare, 
0XWDUH�DQG�*ZDQGD��SHRSOH�

nearing a 100-years-old have 
been forced to go for 

weeks without running  
tap water. 

This has put their lives at 
risk as some are forced to walk 

long distances to fetch water 
from unprotected sources. 

Others said they have had to forgo  
essential medication (Read Page 2).

It is no better on the political front. 

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights has 
recorded several cases of elderly people 
falling victim to violent abuses of their 

civil and political rights. 

Some of them have refused to 
give in to such harassment 

and have continued  
with activism. 

The elderly have also 
borne the worst brunt of the 

food shortages affecting  
the country. 

Many of them can no longer work 
but have been forced to become 

guardians of grandchildren left behind 
by their children who succumbed to the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic and other disease  

ravaging Zimbabwe.

Yet, little assistance has been coming their way in 
terms of food aid. 

Their lives have become a living hell  
(Read Page 4).

Some of the elderly people who have spoken to 
The Legal Monitor said the actions of central 
government and local authorities such as Harare 
City Council could have the effect of sending them 
to the grave before their time is up.

In this edition, The Legal Monitor looks at some 
of these cases to highlight the neglect suffered by 
Zimbabwe’s ageing population.  

This edition also carries stories of resolute elderly 
human rights defenders who have refused to give in 
to threats and harassment. 

Stop elderly abuse
“The moral test of government is how that government  
treats those who are in the dawn of life...”

*:$1'$�&RPPHPRUDWLQJ� WKH� �����
International Day of Older Persons in June 
ODVW�\HDU��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO�
%DQ�.L�PRRQ�VSRNH�SDVVLRQDWHO\�DERXW� WKH�
plight of elderly people.

3DUWLFXODUO\�� WKH� WRS� 81� RI¿FLDO� ZDV�
dismayed at how society has failed to protect 
the elderly from human rights violations.

He said: “The distressing crime of elderly 
abuse often occurs in quiet, private settings, 
making a vocal, public response that much 
more important. 

“Let us strengthen our resolve to end this 
problem as part of our broader efforts to 
create a life of dignity for all.”

In Zimbabwe, one of the organisations 
dedicated to ensure that the elderly do not 
suffer quietly is the Zimbabwe Lawyers for 
Human Rights (ZLHR). 

For years, ZLHR has tenaciously fought 
to highlight the violation of the rights of  
the elderly. 

ZLHR has taken on State law enforcement 
agents, city councils and parastatals to 
ensure the promotion and protection of 
political, civil, economic and social rights of 
the elderly.

Mbuya Felistas Chinyuku is another elderly 
human rights defender who sought refuge 
from ZLHR at a time when the State unfairly 
targeted her despite her age. 

This was after she became a victim of the 
2005 Operation Murambatsvina that saw 
government demolishing thousands of 
homes in an act described by the United 

Nations as inhuman. Chinyuku fought for 
the rights of those affected by Operation 
Murambatsvina with the help of ZLHR.

More recently, ZLHR has intervened to offer 
legal representation to 58-year-old Emma 
Chisenga of Bulawayo. 

A former employee of struggling parastatal, 
the National Railways of Zimbabwe, 
Chisenga was retrenched without any 
EHQH¿WV�ODVW�\HDU��

She decided to exercise her right to 
demonstrate and petition as enshrined under 
Section 59 of the Constitution as a way of 
demand her dues. 

For that she was severely assaulted by 
members of the Zimbabwe Republic 
Police. With help from ZLHR, she is now 
seeking to make the offending police  
RI¿FHUV�DFFRXQWDEOH�

ZLHR has also intervened to ensure that the 
Harare City Council respects the elderly’s 
right to water after the council disconnected 
water to dozens of residents aged 90  
and above. 

,Q� *ZDQGD� WRZQ�� 0DWDEHOHODQG� 3URYLQFH��
ZLHR is intervening to assist elderly 
residents who are being forced to walk long 
distances to fetch water after connections 
were discontinued.

In other cases,, ZLHR has moved in to force 
some parastatals to pay pensions to persons 
who were being deprived of their dues. 

In all these cases and more, ZLHR 
has intervened to end the injustices 
meted to elderly persons by uncaring  
government agencies. 

ZLHR  
defending rights  

of the elderly 

$UH�\RX�DQ�HOGHUO\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�IHHOV�\RXU�ULJKWV�DUH�EHLQJ�YLRODWHG"�9LVLW�\RXU�QHDUHVW�=/+5�RI¿FH�IRU�KHOS
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MUDZI-Marita Mudzangata is 89, visually impaired and starving. And no help appears in sight – 
until a donor crew passed by.

“Mandiunzireiko? Ndianiko ava nhaiwe Viji (Virgilance),” Marita Mudzangata shouted at the top 
RI�KHU�YRLFH�DV�(OKDGM�$V�6\��WKH�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�5HG�&URVV�
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and his visiting team arrived at her home in May.

She was asking who those people were and what food they had brought for her.

“I am hungry,” she shouted again. She is now visually impaired, can’t walk, has hearing problems 
and can hardly hold a coherent conversation. 

Later her 61-year-old daughter Virgilance Tsabora says they were not receiving any form 
of food assistance from the government despite them being in a “red district” where almost  
everyone deserves it.

“No. Are you sure you are not receiving food aid? She must be receiving assistance since she is old 
DQG�SK\VLFDOO\�FKDOOHQJHG�±�WKHUH�LV�D�VSHFL¿F�IRRG�DLG�SURJUDPPH�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�VXFK�D�FDWHJRU\�´�
queried acting Mudzi District Administrator, Priscilla Muguto.

The IFRC boss was clearly close to tears. “The impact of the drought here can be seen with a naked 
eye. Fields which could be full of harvested product are empty. We see people having to survive 
with so little. What does it mean for a child to go to bed hungry? What does it mean for a mother 
to hear her children cry for food - and not be able to satisfy those needs?

“We cannot describe enough how dire the situation is and that is not the most important thing. What 
is important is what is it that you are going to do about it? And that is what we are concentrating 
on right now.”

For Mudzangata, the help can’t come soon enough. 

MAZOWE-When President Robert Mugabe made 
the clarion call for landless people to take over 
farms belonging to white farmers, 79-year-old 
Enock Musuwa answered.

With dozens others, he settled at Arnold farm in 
Mazowe and appeared to have the support of the 
government – until the President’s wife developed 
interest in the farm.

Last year, Musuwa and 200 other families, 
including several other elderly persons, were 
driven off the farm in cruel fashion.

Police pounced on the farm in January last year and 
destroyed their homes, leaving them without a roof 
over their heads. 

In the middle of an agricultural season, they were 
told to leave because the First Lady wanted to turn 
the farm into an animal sanctuary.

By the time Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 
PHPEHUV�7RQGHUDL�%KDWDVDUD�DQG�*LIW�0WLVL�DUULYHG�
at the farm, armed police had invaded. 

Half of the farmers were already living in the open.

Justice Erica Ndewere later ruled that the eviction 
was illegal after the intervention of Bhatasara  
and Mtisi.

“They are saying we should move out to make 
way for a game park for Amai (mother). I do not 
know where to go. I have been here since 2000. 
Rains have been pouncing on us,” Musuwa told 
The Legal Monitor days after the destruction of  
his home.

One of the victims of the arbitrary eviction, 63-year-
old Stella Nicks, expressed shock at the treatment 
they received from law enforcement agents.

“President Mugabe said ‘go and grab your land’ 
and we took heed. I have no kids anymore. Some 
died during the war, some succumbed to HIV. 
So who can look after me? They burnt down my 
property. Why being treated this way?” she said.

She added: “Where was she (the First Lady) in 
2000 when we came here and risked our lives? 
The white man could have shot us if he wanted. At 
this age, fragile as I am; who will employ me – as 
fragile as I am now? Where is the freedom? 

This country is now for the rich and leaders 
only?” 

MAZOWE-For former farm worker, 73-year-old 
Benias Yolamu, the current drought has nothing 
to do with the food shortages his family is facing. 
Rather, his predicament is man-made.

Yolamu and 85 other families’ trouble started way 
back in 2012 when he was thrown out of Mguti 
farm, which he had called home for decades. New 
RZQHU� RI� WKH� IDUP� .LQJVWRQ� 'XWLUR�� ZKR� WRRN�
over the farm under the controversial land reform 
programme, threw out the families. 

7KH�IRUPHU�IDUP�ZRUNHUV¶�ODZ\HU��.HQQHG\�0DVL\H�
of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights, described 
the move as inhuman. Yolamu and 79 fellow 
former workers were charged for contravening 
Section 3 (2) (a) as read with Section 3 (3) of the 
*D]HWWHG� /DQG� �&RQVHTXHQWLDO� 3URYLVLRQV�� $FW��
After Masiye successfully applied for their matter 
to be referred to the Supreme Court and stay the 
HYLFWLRQV� XQWLO� WKH�PDWWHU�ZDV� ¿QDOLVHG�� WKH� 6WDWH�
concocted fresh charges against six of the former 
farm workers. They were subsequently charged 
ZLWK� SHUMXU\� DV� GH¿QHG� XQGHU� 6HFWLRQ� ���� RI� WKH�
&ULPLQDO�/DZ��&RGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�5HIRUP��$FW��

&RPPHQWLQJ� RQ� WKH� FDVH�� .HQQHG\� 0DVL\H� RI�
ZLHR said: “The charges border on the abuse of 
court proceedings and State resources namely by the 
FRPSODLQDQW�.LQJVWRQ�'XWLUR��7KHVH�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�
known no other home. Now they risk starvation 
because of the greediness of one person.” 

Masiye and ZLHR member Jeremiah Bamu are 
representing the families. 

MWENEZI-In July last year, 75-year-old Anna 
Mlalazi was already feeling the pinch of drought 
induced food shortages.

In this area which falls under natural regions four 
DQG�¿YH��UDLQV�DUH�DOZD\V�VFDUFH�DQG�IRRG�VKRUWDJHV�
are perennial. However, last year was particularly 
bad. This year should be worse because even the 
little rains the area used to experience gave way 
to the El Nino induced drought, resulting in no 
harvests at all.

Mlalazi was picking wild berries when The Legal 

Monitor crew visited her last year. Three of her 
grandchildren followed in her trail in hopes of 
picking enough wild fruits to make it through  
the day.

“They are my responsibility now,” she said with 
a pitiful look at the three toddlers as if her own 
situation was any better.

“Their parents both died three years ago,” she 
said, eyes trained on the hunt for wild fruits in 
scorching heat. On a good day she queues for food 
aid delivered by donor agencies but she admits it is 
hardly enough given her extended family of seven.

Elderly persons such as Mlalazi are facing a double 
burden. They have to feed not just themselves 
but the extended family, often resulting from the 
unescapable duty to take care of orphans in their 

FDUH��*RYHUQPHQW�VD\V�LW�LV�WRR�EURNH�WR�IXQG�VRFLDO�
welfare programmes that could have helped ease 
the problems faced by Mlalazi and others in her 
situation. Never mind that the same government 
continues spending huge sums of money to feed the 
appetite for luxury cars, houses and foreign travel 
IRU�WRS�RI¿FLDOV�VXFK�DV�FDELQHW�PLQLVWHUV�DQG�VHQLRU�
civil servants.

Just recently it was reported that one of the vice-
presidents spent more than a year living in a hotel 
with his extended family at government expense 
because he was unhappy with the accommodation 
offered by the government.

Security sector commanders were reportedly 
lavished with new cars recently imported using 
scarce resources.

It is such prioritisation that has left government 
without money to channel to needy cases such as 
Mlalazi and the orphans under her care. She said she 
is struggling to get any help from the government.

At nearby shopping outlets, shelves are packed 
with imported foodstuffs but she cannot afford to 
buy the items because she doesn’t have a ready 
source of income. 

“My prayer is that someone in government will 
remember us. I cannot look for work anymore, I 
am too old,” she said. Abandoned at 89

HARARE-Alarm bells are ringing over 
Zimbabwe’s food situation, as it emerges that 
more people than earlier anticipated will be in 
need of assistance.

The food shortages, resulting from a drought 
induced by the El Nino weather phenomenon, is 
affecting Zimbabweans of all ages.

But it appears the shortages are more devastating 
to the elderly than other age groups, at least 
according to the observations of The Legal 

Monitor after its crew travelled to some of the 
country’s worst affected areas.

Most of the elderly persons are no longer 
productive because of their age and are unable to 
seek alternative means of survival.

What makes their situation worse is that many 
of them have the extra-burden of taking care  
of grandchildren. 

With HIV/AIDS and other diseases having wiped 

RXW� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� QXPEHU� RI�=LPEDEZH¶V� \RXQJ�
population, the responsibility of looking after 
orphans has been left to elderly persons.

According to United Nations agency, the World 
Food Programme, food shortages will run into 
2017 after most households failed to harvest 
enough grain because of the drought. 

Food shortages usually recede around March and 
April when families begin to harvest crops from 
WKHLU�¿HOGV�EXW�WKLV�LV�XQOLNHO\�WR�KDSSHQ�WKLV�\HDU�

“Increased rains in March-April have marginally 
improved harvests in some districts, but overall 
crop situation remains bleak, and food insecurity 
is anticipated to spike as from July in all districts,” 
said WFP country director Eddie Rowe in May. 

The Legal Monitor crew travelled to Mwenezi in 
Masvingo province and Mudzi in Mashonaland 
East province, where it observed that the situation 
was grave for elderly persons.  

Read on…

Food shortages: Elderly persons in dire situation

‘Forget drought,  
this is man-made’ 

Extra mouths woes
…starving elderly persons struggle to feed orphans 

...as chefs opulence gobble meagre state resources

Making way for  
the political elite

Benias Yolamu


