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Busy New Year

HARARE-Human rights lawyers face a hectic 
schedule in some of the courts in the country in 
2017, if early signs are anything to go by. 

In January alone, over 100 Human Rights Defenders 
(HRDs) are set to be tried for alleged offences 
related to their work of promoting and protecting 
human rights. The HRDs facing trial range from 
political activists, Civic Society Organisations’ 
leaders, labour representatives and ordinary people 
who dared assert their rights.

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights members 
such as Jeremiah Bamu, Tonderai Bhatasara, Trust 
Maanda, Kudzayi Kadzere, Obey Shava, Dorcas 
Chitiyo, Sharon Hofisi and Gift Mtisi are already 
geared up to defend the HRDs.

Despite the persecution faced by HRDs, many 
of them say they will not relent in their quest to 
force the government to respect human rights and 
the rule of law, hence the country should brace for 
more peaceful actions. See story on p2
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HARARE-The year 2017 has started just the way 
last year ended: tribulations for human rights 
activists amid resilience. 

In January alone, more than 100 Human Rights 
Defenders (HRDs) are standing trial on various 
charges related to their human rights activities, 
particularly protests to push for the rule of law and 
respect for human rights.

These include opposition legislators, pro-
democracy campaigners and ordinary citizens 
whom Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 
(ZLHR) is now fighting for.

Nonetheless, HRDs said they will press on 
with peaceful and lawful activities to force the 
government to respect people’s constitutional 
rights as well as end human rights violations 
and the pervasive culture of impunity that has 
characterised the previous years.

“Yes we are being persecuted but 2017 is our 
year,” said youthful human rights activist Gift  
Ostallos Siziba.

“As Human Rights Defenders it’s a year to advance 
our voice in defence of our fundamental rights.  
It is a year in which we speak truth to power as the 
voice of the voiceless,” said Siziba.

Siziba is not alone.

Maureen Kademaunga, an activist who was part 
of thousands of Zimbabweans who took to the 
streets to protest against deteriorating political 
and economic conditions last year said campaigns 
should target communities in remote rural areas 
this year. 

“I am hopeful about 2017. While poverty, 
corruption, inequality and poor social service 
delivery will worsen, we have a tangible outcome 
to work towards the 2018 general election,” said 
Kademaunga, who is national coordinator of the 
organisation, Women for Women. 

“As a network for young women we are aware that 
defending our vote starts now and we are adding 
our voice in demanding that necessary steps be 
taken to create an environment fit for a peaceful, 
free and fair election. 

“We are launching a huge campaign dubbed 
#SheVotes2018 this month where we are mobilising 
every young woman from the city townships right 
to the last hut in the village. The roadmap will 
matter and it is what 2017 is all about. Those who 
have taken us for granted will be punished severely 
in the ballot,” she said.

For ZLHR, the immediate task is ensuring that 
HRDs with charges hanging over their heads are 
cleared by the courts.

Thus, ZLHR has deployed its members, among 
them Jeremiah Bamu, Tonderai Bhatasara, Trust 
Maanda, Kudzayi Kadzere, Obey Shava, Dorcas 
Chitiyo, Sharon Hofisi and Gift Mtisi to assist 
the more than 100 HRDs standing trial this  
month alone.

First to attend trial was Hon. Ronia Bunjira, the 
MDC-T Senator, together with several Harare 
residents, who appeared at Harare Magistrates 
Court last Friday.

They were arrested on 17 September 2016 for 
allegedly participating in protests against the 

government’s refusal to adopt and implement 
electoral reforms as demanded by a coalition of 
opposition political parties.

This Monday, more than 60 Harare residents are 
on trial for allegedly committing public violence. 

Prosecutors claim that the residents, who were 
arrested in July last year in Mabvuku and 
Epworth high density suburbs, participated in a 
demonstration against rising corruption within the 
ranks of the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) and 
exorbitant, illegal spot fines.

On Tuesday, 10 January, some informal sector 
traders who include Larry Chasamba, Patrick 
Chifamba, Tendai Kagodora, Stendrick Zvorwadza 
and Winnety Mubaiwa among others will answer 

to charges of disorderly conduct in a public place 
as defined in Section 41 (a) of the Criminal Law 
(Codification and Reform) Act. 

The informal sector traders were arrested by ZRP 
officers after staging a peaceful demonstration 
at Town House in Harare against corruption by 
municipal police officers and impunity.

The following day, Hon. Fani Munengami, the 
MDC-T legislator for Glenview North, together 
with some Harare residents, will see their trial 
commencing for allegedly participating in a 
demonstration to demand the implementation of 
electoral reforms in the country. 

On Thursday, 12 January, the trial of pro-democracy 
campaigner Promise Mkwananzi and other human 
rights activists is scheduled to finally commence 
after suffering a false start last year as the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA)’s “house” was not  
in order.

Mkwananzi and other human rights campaigners 
were arrested and charged with public violence 
in connection with a demonstration staged against 
police brutality late August last year. 

Kariba based Pastor Patrick Phillip Mugadza of the 
Remnant Church will be in court on Monday, 16 
January, for his trial after he was apprehended in 
November at Africa Unity Square in Harare. 

He was accused of wearing the country’s national 
flag without first seeking permission from the 
country’s authorities as defined in Section 6 of the 
Flag of Zimbabwe Act.

Prosecutors from the NPA said that Pastor 
Mugadza, who is out of custody on $50 bail, 
contravened Section 6 of the Flag of Zimbabwe 
Act by unlawfully and intentionally wearing or 
displaying the national flag without securing prior 
permission from the “secretary” as required under 
the controversial law.

Other Harare residents, including Taonga Walter 
Makamba and Costa Zvokuseka, will complete the 
trial schedule on Tuesday 17 January 2017 and on 
Tuesday 24 January 2017 respectively.

Still with all this, HRDs are determined to fight on.

“The year 2017 shall go down to history as real 
harbinger of a radically different society in as far 
as the fight for justice is concerned. As young 
people across the divide we unite in defining the 
future we so desire, within the confines of the law, 
we shall, speak! Act and Act again, in defence of 
our constitutionally guaranteed rights,” said Siziba.

MonitoregalLThe

For feedback please email ZLHR on: info@zlhr.org.zw or visit: www.zlhr.org.zw
Fostering a culture 
of human rights

Follow us on Twitter
@ZLHRLawyers

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE = CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY
HRDs

WITNESS AGAINST VIOLENCE
WHERE ARE THEY?

HELP IN THEIR SAFE RETURN
Itai Dzamara
Missing since 2015

Paul Chizuze 
Missing since 2012Call Hotline: 0779 204 102

Pastor Patrick Phillip Mugadza (centre) will appear in court on 16 January for allegedly wearing the country’s national flag without 
first seeking permission from the country’s authorities

It’s our year: HRDs
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HARARE-The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
meeting in Geneva might have come and gone, but 
the real work has just begun for Zimbabwe’s Civil 
Society Organisations (CSOs).

Zimbabwe appeared at the UPR in November, 
where it presented its report. 

CSOs had earlier in March 2016 produced their 
own stakeholders report evaluating implementation 
of recommendations accepted by the government.

Zimbabwe was appearing at the UPR review for the 
second time after first doing so in 2011.

During the latest session, 260 recommendations 
were made, with the Zimbabwean Government 
accepting 142, which mostly related to 
implementation of the provisions of the 2013 
constitution. Eighteen recommendations were 
rejected, and these had to do mostly with LGBTI 
rights. Another 100 recommendations were 
deferred for further consideration and they relate to 
ratification of human rights instruments.

Local CSOs are now on the ground following up 
on the recommendations that government accepted 
to ensure that they are implemented as well as to 
prepare a shadow report for the next UPR review 
of Zimbabwe.

Several report back meetings have already been 
held, with CSOs agreeing on the need to ensure 
rigorous monitoring.

“There were 68 organisations that were involved 
in coming up with the Stakeholders report. These 
68 organisations are going to be incorporating 
these recommendations for monitoring as part 
of their everyday work because most of the 
recommendations relate to civil society work. We 
are going to be compiling information and during 
the midterm - two years from today - we will be 
producing a mid-term report of our assessment 
and we will share this report with the public,” said 
Roselyn Hanzi, the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights Acting Executive Director.

At a feedback meeting held in Bulawayo in 
November 30, CSO representatives expressed 
commitment to working together to ensure 
comprehensive and cohesive monitoring process. 

The CSOs formulated a monitoring strategy of 
the implementation of recommendations that the 
government of Zimbabwe accepted with a view of 
compiling an objective report to present at the next 
review UPR process.

Part of the strategy included recommendations that: 

• Organisations should maintain the groups and 
clusters that were formed at the beginning of the 
UPR process and these should meet regularly so 
as to input into the shadow report when there is 

still time and not leave it for the last minute.

• The recommendations made and accepted should 
be monitored by organisations as they do their 
everyday work.

• Issues that may assist with the monitoring or 
the shadow report should be submitted to the 
organisers as and when they arise.

• Organisations should unite and advocate together 

for the implementation of recommendations.

• Organisations should also monitor the national 
budget to track if it will yield to the realisation of 
the recommendations made.

Post Geneva
…CSOs strengthen UPR monitoring as Zim accepts 142 recommendations

HARARE-Civil Society Organisations say Zimbabwe’s continued 
participation at the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism should 
be encouraged, while synergies among CSOs should be strengthened. 

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) and the Zimbabwe Human 
Rights NGO Forum (the Forum), whose representatives attended the UPR 
session for Zimbabwe held in Geneva, Switzerland on 2 November 2016 
said the process was vital in fostering a culture of accountability and  
human rights.

Vice President Emmerson Mnangagwa led the Zimbabwean delegation 
to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) offices where 
the review took place. UPR process is a peer country-to-country review 
mechanism established by the UNHRC in 2006 to monitor the overall 
human rights situation of UN member states.

On 4 November 2016 the Troika - Kenya, Macedonia and the United Arab 
Emirates - presented a draft outcome report for adoption.

ZLHR and the Forum said 86 UN member states took the floor during 
the Interactive Dialogue and made 260 recommendations, which the 
government of Zimbabwe accepted 142 of them, noted and rejected 18 and 
deferred for further scrutiny and consideration 100.

“It is encouraging to note that the accepted recommendations mainly relate 
to the implementation of the 2013 Constitution and the alignment of all 
legislation to the Constitution.

Others relate to full operationalisation of constitutional Commissions and 
rule of law institutions,” said ZLHR and the Forum, adding that: “We 
applaud the government of Zimbabwe for accepting 142 recommendations, 
however, we call upon the government to set up a framework and effective 
mechanisms to not only implement these recommendations but to regularly 
review progress.

“Further, there must be progress to build on implementing other 
recommendations accepted in 2011 during the first review that had not been 
fully implemented by 2 November 2016.” The Forum and ZLHR urged 
the government to embrace those recommendations in order to eradicate 
the culture of torture, enforced disappearances that continue to tarnish the 
human rights record of the country.

“These include the United Nations Convention on the Protection of all 
Persons from Enforced Disappearances and the United Nations Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment and its Protocol, amongst others,” said the two rights groups.

“Of the 18 recommendations that were either noted or did not enjoy the 
support of the government the Forum and ZLHR also urges

• The government to reconsider the recommendations that it did not 
accept that focus on issues of non-discrimination of persons based on 
their actual or perceived sexual orientation and gender identity as well as 
the ratification of the Rome Statute on the International Criminal Court 
(ICC);

•  To reconsider issuing a standing invitation to all mandate holders under 
special procedures. Further, the Forum and ZLHR encourages the 
government to remain open to constructive dialogue as led by different 
stakeholders, whether from other UN member states, civil society or 
other actors that have an interest in contributing to fostering a culture of 
human rights in Zimbabwe.”

Hon. Mnangagwa, who doubles as Zimbabwe’s Minister of Justice, Legal 
And Parliamentary Affairs was accompanied by several senior government 
officials to the UPR which Zimbabwe first participated in 2011 and 
accepted various recommendations to improve the human rights situation 
in the country.

The early November event at the headquarters of the subsidiary body of 
the UN General Assembly was meant to review Zimbabwe’s situation and 
it was required to report back on the progress made towards implementing 
the recommendations it accepted in 2011.

In his speech,Vice President Mnangagwa decried “continued imposition 
of economic sanctions by some Western countries” which he said had 
“severely limited the fiscal space and economic growth.” He said “these 
sanctions” was hampering government’s efforts to mobilise resources for 
the provision of social services, including education and health services 
especially in the rural areas.

“That notwithstanding, government continues to put in place initiatives and 
policy parameters that ensure implementation of its social, economic and 
cultural rights obligations. In order to promote these fundamental rights, 
government, among other initiatives launched the Zimbabwe Agenda for 
Sustainable Socio-Economic Transformation (Zim-ASSET) in 2013, which 
is the government’s major economic blue print that is aimed at achieving 
sustainable and equitable economic and social development, propelled by 
the judicious and optimum utilization of the country’s natural resources,” 
said Hon. Mnangagwa .

“The government has gone further to adopt the Monitoring and Evaluation 
Policy embedded in a Results Based Management matrix that makes our 
developmental efforts measurable. ZIM-Asset is implemented through a 
cluster system involving participation of line Ministries, the private sector, 
civil society and development partners. We are grateful that through 
several bilateral and multilateral arrangements the government has been 
able to make good its domestic and international human rights obligations, 
especially on the socioeconomic front.”

Sustain UPR process-CSOs

Charting the way forward...Civil Society representatives at a UPR feedback meeting in Bulawayo. The representatives resolved to intensify monitoring of government's implementation programme regarding the recommendations it agreed to at the Geneva session.



Why have a right to water? 

Everyone must access safe, clean drinking water and sanitation for them to live a 
dignified life. 

Water is very important for a healthy life. No one can exercise other rights (to work, to 
life, to education etc) if they do not enjoy their right to water.  
 
 
What is the right to water?

•  It is a basic human right that is essential for a healthy life 

•  The right to water is the right of everyone to access sufficient, safe, accessible 
and affordable water for personal and domestic uses. 
This water must be;  
  
• Available;  
• Good quality, 
• Accessible (you must be able to get it)

 
The Constitution on the ‘Right to Water’ 

 • Section 77 (a) of Constitution of Zimbabwe 
(Amendment No. 20) guarantees the right to safe, 

clean and potable water 

• This provision reflects Zimbabwe’s 
obligations to provide water to people in 
Zimbabwe as required in the human rights 
instruments that the country has accepted  

that include; 

• The African Charter on the 
Rights of the Child 

• Protocol to the African 
Charter on the Rights of  
Women in Africa

  The United Nations   
  also passed a Resolution in 2010 

recognising that water and sanitation is a human right. 

Other laws include the Water Act of 1998, National Water Authority 
Act of 1998 Provision of Clean and potable water is essential for 
the full enjoyment of the right to life and other rights like right  

to health.

This means that the government of Zimbabwe must provide water to 
everyone - boys, girls, women and men. 

Every year 22 March is set aside to commemorate water; it is the ‘World 
Water Day!’

What must the government do?

The government must; 

i.  Respect the right to water by not interfering with the enjoyment of  
this right 

ii. Protect the right to water by  
preventing any interference that makes it impossible to enjoy this right to water 

iii. Fulfil the right to water by taking  
action to ensure that everyone  
enjoys this right

iv. The central government and local authorities have a duty to provide  
clean and potable water in Zimbabwe.For further information please contact: 

National Office
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights

6th Floor, Beverley Court
100 Nelson Mandela Street, Harare

P. O Box CY 1393 Causeway  
Harare, Zimbabwe 

Tel: +263 4 764085/ 708118/ 705370
Cell: +263 772 257 247

Matabeleland & Midlands Office
3rd Floor, Barclays Bank Building
Cnr 8th Avenue/ JM Nkomo Street

Bulawayo
Telefax +263 9 72201

Cell: +263 773 855 635

 Manicaland & Masvingo Office
Ground Floor, Winston House
Cnr 1st Street/ Second Avenue

Mutare, Zimbabwe
Telefax +263 20 60660
Cell: +263 773 855 718

24 Hour Hotlines
National: +263 772 257 247

Manicaland/Masvingo: +263 773 855 718
Matabeleland/ Midlands: 

+263 773 855 635

Email: info@zlhr.org.zw
www.zlhr.org.zw

Follow us:@ZLHRLawyers on Twitter 
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights  

on Facebook
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HARARE- Uncollected garbage, dry taps, women 
collecting water from unsafe sources and children 
playing in sewer water infested streets. Welcome 
to Zimbabwe’s high density suburbs, where poor 
water and sanitation conditions have turned the 
areas into breeding grounds for diseases such  
as typhoid.

Dry taps have forced residents to rely on 
unprotected sources of water such as rivers and 
wells. Many have taken to relieving themselves 
in nearby bushes or open spaces because there 
is no water to use in the toilets, making them 

vulnerable to preventable diseases such as cholera 
and typhoid. 

Health watchdogs say this explains the recent 
outbreak of typhoid, which has claimed two lives 
in Harare while authorities are currently waiting 
for laboratory results on tests conducted on more 
than 1 000 suspected cases.

“The government is not committed to ensuring 
that Zimbabweans have access to health services 
as enshrined in the Constitution. I am not 
surprised by the outbreak of typhoid,” said the 

executive director of Community Working Group 
on Health, Itai Rusike. 

He said the government did not learn much 
from the 2008-2009 period when an outbreak of 
cholera claimed more than 4 000 lives.

“The fundamental health issues that were 
supposed to have been attended to from the earlier 
crisis have not been attended to. Authorities are 
taking advantage of the outdated Public Health 
Act that we are using enacted in 1924. Public 
health trends have changed (since 1924). This is 

why you find that it is easier for City of Harare 
to pollute our water bodies such as Lake Chivero 
and pay the fine, which is a very small fine to the 
Environmental Management Agency (EMA),” 
said Rusike.

Organisations such as Zimbabwe Lawyers 
for Human Rights have, for years, pushed the 
government to respect socio-economic rights 
such as the right to water and the right to health, 
which are enshrined in the Constitution to avert 
scenarios such as the outbreak of preventable 
diseases such as typhoid.

Constitution of Zimbabwe Section 76:  
Right to Health Care  
(1 ) Every citizen and permanent resident  
 of Zimbabwe has the right to have access 

to basic health-care services, including 
reproductive health-care services.

(2)  Every person living with a chronic illness 
has the right to have access to basic 
healthcare services for the illness.

(3)  No person may be refused  
emergency medical treatment in any health-
care institution.

(4) The State must take reasonable legislative 
and other measures, within the limits of 
the resources available to it, to achieve the 
progressive realisation of the rights set out in 
this section. 

 
Section 77 of the Constitution of Zimbabwe: 
Right to food and water

Every person has the right to:

a. safe, clean and potable water; and

b. sufficient food; and the State must take 
reasonable legislative and other measures, 
within the limits of the resources available to 
it, to achieve the progressive realisation of  
this right.

Typhoid-A sign of public health collapse
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Section 77 of the Constitution

FACT SHEET No. 5
In the interest of the general public of Zimbabwe

Promoting active citizenship to defend and enforce the social and economic rights in the Constitution
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