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HARARE-A 62-year-old woman sits peacefully 
outside the Harare Magistrates Court in hopes that 
she is safe at this supposed sanctuary for those 
seeking justice.

Not in Zimbabwe. 

The very people mandated by the law to protect her 
became her tormentors, brutalising and threatening 
her with death right in front of the court building 
and in full view of stunned witnesses.

The images shocked the world.

They show Lillian Chinyerere swarmed by a 
group of cold-hearted Zimbabwe Republic Police 
�=53�� RI¿FHUV�� VRPH� \RXQJ� HQRXJK� WR� EH� KHU�
grandchildren, who proceed to assault her.

In full view of stunned witnesses. 

They pin down the widow, shout obscenities and 
mercilessly assault the defenceless woman while 
telling her they were prepared to kill her.

Her crime: choosing to exercise her right to 
demonstrate and petition peacefully when 
Zimbabweans united to demonstrate against 
government corruption and human rights violations 
in August this year.

The images went viral globally, highlighting how 
Zimbabwean police have no mercy for anyone 
viewed as critical of the government. 

‘Sitting near the court 
entrance, she was 

kicked repeatedly with 
booted feet and struck 

several times with 
truncheons by armed 
DQWL�ULRW�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV��
She raised her arms to 
surrender and inquired 

as to the reason for  
the assault’

5HIXVLQJ�WR�EH�D�YLFWLP��&KLQ\HUHUH�LV�QRZ�¿JKWLQJ�
back in a show of resilience and determination to 
ensure that uniformed perpetrators of human rights 
violations pay for their deeds.

She is back at the courts, this time demanding 
that those responsible for her ordeal be held 
accountable. 

,Q� VXPPRQV� ¿OHG� ZLWK� WKH� KHOS� RI� =LPEDEZH�
Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR), Chinyerere 
is demanding $13 500 as compensation for the 
KRUUL¿F�H[SHULHQFHV�VKH�ZHQW�WKURXJK�DW�WKH�KDQGV�
of the “law enforcement” agents. Continued on Page 3

…brutalised and threatened with death,  
widow pursues ZRP tormentors 

From victim  
to fighter

Fighting on...Gogo Lillian Chinyerere
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HARARE-While many other countries used the 
International Human Rights Day commemorations 
to celebrate milestones in promoting and protecting 
human rights issues, in Zimbabwe lawyers were 
EXV\�¿JKWLQJ�HVFDODWLQJ�YLRODWLRQV�

International Human Rights Day was 
commemorated on 10 December and governments 
and human rights defenders in other parts of the 
world joined hands to take stock of achievements 
over the year.

In Zimbabwe, lawyers from Zimbabwe Lawyers 
for Human Rights (ZLHR) were having a torrid 
WLPH�¿JKWLQJ�6WDWH�VSRQVRUHG�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV��LQ�D�
sign of how the country is regressing when it comes 
to human rights issues.

During the week leading up to the commemoration 
of International Human Rights Day on Saturday 
10 December 2016, ZLHR lawyers had a busy 
schedule in courts offering legal assistance to 
several human rights defenders.

In Harare, the trial of pro-democracy campaigner 
Denford Ngadziore commenced at Harare 
Magistrates Court.

Ngadziore, who is out of custody on bail was 
arrested on Tuesday 02 November 2016 and 
charged with contravening Section 25 (5) of the 
Public Order and Security (POSA).

Prosecutors claimed that Ngadziore allegedly 
organised and convened an unsanctioned gathering 

on 17 October 2016 to demand the arrest of Higher 
and Tertiary Education, Science and Technology 
Development Minister Professor Jonathan Moyo, 
who has admitted to using government resources to 
fund ZANU PF party activities.

At Mbare Magistrates Court in Harare, the trial 
of pro-democracy campaigners Pride Mukono, 
Makomborero Haruzivishe and Mehluli Dube for 
allegedly inciting violence commenced on Tuesday 
06 December 2016.

At Harare Magistrates Court, the trial of Promise 
Mkwananzi and other human rights campaigners 
was off to a false start as the National Prosecuting 
Authority’s “house” wasn’t in order and prosecutors 
were not properly “prepared” and hence will now 
commence on 12 January 2016.

In Plumtree in Matabeleland South province, the 
WULDO� RI� WKUHH� =LPEDEZH� 5HSXEOLF� 3ROLFH� RI¿FHUV�
who are being sued for damages by Constance 
Tshuma, a 26 year-old woman, who was shot by the 
law enforcement agents while aboard a commuter 
omnibus vehicle commenced on Wednesday 07 
December 2016 at Plumtree Magistrates Court. 
ZLHR lawyers intervened in this case to hold ZRP 
DQG� LWV� RI¿FHUV� WR� DFFRXQW� IRU� WKH� UHFNOHVV� DQG�
negligent behaviour.

On International Human Rights Day, the family 
of Itai Dzamara, the missing pro-democracy 
campaigner still remained unaware of the 
whereabouts of the freelance journalist who has 
been missing for 21 months since he was abducted 
09 March 2015. 

Violations expose Zim regression

HARARE-Cases of people accused of insulting 
President Robert Mugabe continue crumbling 
at the Constitutional Court, as interventions by 
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights pay off.

ZLHR has handled close to 200 insult cases since 
2010. The State has failed to secure a conviction 
in all the cases handled by ZLHR. Despite this, 
police continue to arrest people on such trivial 
cases, while the National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA) has on numerous occasions been forced to 
withdraw charges after the intervention of ZLHR.

In the two latest cases, the NPA again withdrew 
charges after the cases were heard at the 
Constitutional Court.

Chamunorwa Takawira of Kariba is now a free 
man after he was arrested in 2011 for allegedly 
contravening Section 33 (2) of the Criminal 
/DZ� �&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� 5HIRUP�� $FW� DIWHU� KH�
was accused of insulting the President. He 
had allegedly uttered unprintable words about 
President Mugabe’s manhood.

The matter was referred to the Constitutional 
Court to determine whether Section 33 of the 
&ULPLQDO�/DZ��&RGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�5HIRUP��$FW� LV�
in violation of the Constitution.

ZLHR argued that Section 61 (1) (a) of the 
Constitution guarantees the right to freedom  
of expression . 

The case was heard by the full Constitutional 
Court bench on 16 November 2016 before the 
State indicated that it was withdrawing charges in 
the lower court and as such, the matter was struck 
off the roll.

Flora Karosi of Karoi is also relieved that 
charges were dropped following the intervention  
of ZLHR.

Karosi  was arrested in July 2013 and accused 
of contravening Section 33 (2) of the Criminal 
/DZ� �&RGL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� 5HIRUP�� $FW�� 7KH� 6WDWH�
had alleged that on 20 July 2013, Karosi stated 
the following words: “KaPresident kenyu 
kachembere kanoda kukwikwidzana nevana 
vadiki….” which the State translated to mean 
“Your little President is a geriatric who wants to 
compete with young children…” 

The matter was referred to the Constitutional 
Court to determine whether Section 33 of the 
&ULPLQDO�/DZ��&RGL¿LFDWLRQ�DQG�5HIRUP��$FW�LV�
in violation of the Constitution.

This case was heard by the full Constitutional 
Court bench on 16 November 2016 before the 
State indicated that it was withdrawing charges in 
the lower court and as such, the matter was struck 
off the roll too.

The Constitutional Court has previously warned 
the State against bringing such trivial matters to 
court as it was a waste of state resources. The 
warning appears to have fallen on deaf ears as 
HYLGHQFHG�E\�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�ÀRRGLQJ�RI�WKH�FRXUWV�
with such cases, which are inevitably thrown out 
once the constitutionality of the law has been 
challenged at the Constitutional Court by ZLHR.

'R]HQV�RI�=LPEDEZHDQV�KDYH�IDOOHQ�YLFWLP�WR�ODZV�ZKLFK�FULPLQDOLVH�LQVXOWLQJ�WKH�3UHVLGHQW

More insult cases collapse

1.  Every person has the right to freedom of 
expression, which includes -

a.  freedom to seek, receive and 
communicate ideas and other 
information;

b.  freedom of artistic expression and 
VFLHQWL¿F�UHVHDUFK�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\��DQG

c.  academic freedom.
2.  Every person is entitled to freedom 

of the media, which freedom includes 
SURWHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�RI�
journalists’ sources of information.

3.  Broadcasting and other electronic media 
of communication have freedom of

 establishment, subject only to State 
licensing procedures that -

a.  are necessary to regulate the airwaves and 
other forms of signal distribution; and

b.  are independent of control by government 
or by political or commercial interests.

4.  All State-owned media of  
communication must -

a.  be free to determine independently the 
editorial content of their broadcasts or 
other communications;

b.  be impartial; and
c.  afford fair opportunity for the 

presentation of divergent views and 
dissenting opinions.

5.  Freedom of expression and freedom of 
the media exclude -

a.  incitement to violence;
b.  advocacy of hatred or hate speech;
c.  malicious injury to a person’s reputation 

or dignity; or
d.  malicious or unwarranted breach of a 

person’s right to privacy.

Section 61 of the Constitution of Zimbabwe:   
Freedom of expression and freedom of the media

Know Your Rights
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Chinyerere wants her tormentors to pay  
$5 000 for pain and suffering, $2 500 as 
special damages for loss of income, $1 000 for 
medical expenses and $5 000 for contumelia. 
She also wants the defendants in the case to 
pay for the lawsuit.

,Q� WKH� VXPPRQV� ¿OHG� ODVW� ZHHN�� KHU� ODZ\HU�
'DYLG� +R¿VL� RI� =/+5� UHFRXQWHG� WKH�
pain she endured. Sitting near the court 
entrance, she was kicked repeatedly with 
booted feet and struck several times with 
truncheons by armed anti-riot police 
RI¿FHUV�� 6KH� UDLVHG� KHU� DUPV� WR� VXUUHQGHU�
and inquired as to the reason for the assault.  
The response from the police was terrifying. 

³7KH�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV� UHVSRQGHG� LQ�YHUQDFXODU�
and told her to move away or risk dying for 
no cause. They said if she did not move, 
she would meet her death. She protested 
and complained that she suffers from high 
blood pressure and is diabetic but this did 
not stop the assault on her person,” reads  
the summons.

Home Affairs Minister, Hon. Ignatius 
Chombo, who is in charge of the ZRP, is cited 
DV� WKH�¿UVW� GHIHQGDQW�� 3ROLFH�&RPPLVVLRQHU�
General, Augustine Chihuri, is cited as the 
second defendant.

After being left for dead, Chinyerere lay 
helplessly on the ground unable to stand up 
due to injuries. It took a well-wisher, whom 
she later learnt was human rights campaigner, 
Patson Dzamara, to assist her to get up and 
seek medical assistance. 

“She is sixty two (62) years old. She suffered 
the ignominy of a brutal assault on her aging 
body in full view of the public. The incident 
was widely reported and the pictures of the 
assault were circulated widely on social 
media. She suffered physical harm as well as 
harm to her dignity as she was humiliated in 
full view of the public,” said her lawyers.  

“She suffered injuries to her back and 
shoulder. She has been unable to proceed with 
her job as a tailor due to the injuries sustained 
and has been relying on well-wishers for her 
sustenance,” she said.

ZLHR has been helping victims of police 
brutality such as Chinyerere for the past 
WZR� GHFDGHV� DV� SDUW� RI� LWV� PDQGDWH� WR� ¿JKW�
impunity and foster a culture of human rights 
in Zimbabwe.

According to ZLHR, such cases should serve 
both as an inspiration to victims of police 
EUXWDOLW\� WR� ¿JKW� DJDLQVW� LPSXQLW\� DQG� DV� D�
reminder to perpetrators of human rights 
violations that they will always be pursued for 
their unlawful deeds.

)URP�YLFWLP�WR�¿JKWHU

)LJKWLQJ�LPSXQLW\���'DYLG�+R¿VL�RI�=/+5�DVVLVWLQJ�*RJR�&KLQ\HUHUH�� � 3LF��3DWLHQFH�&KLPHG]D

By Wongai Zhangazha

SIXTY-TWO-year-
old Lillian Chinyerere 

Mashumba peeps 
furtively through 

her window, as if to 
ensure there are no 

other strangers, before 
hesitantly asking this 

reporter to  
identify herself.

It’s a hot Monday 
afternoon in Chitungwiza’s Zengeza 3 suburb.
Although she had agreed to an interview over 
the phone, Mashumba is evidently uneasy and 
continues to vet the Zimbabwe Independent team 
at her gate, from behind closed doors. The curtain 
closes and she disappears for a while, only to 
return minutes later to peep through the window 
yet again, further scanning her surroundings.

After a while, she opens her back door and 
limps towards the gate with a bunch of keys in  
her hands.

“I lock the gate at all times. I’m not settled and 
am living in constant fear. Just last night I heard 
strangers walking outside my verandah and I saw 
footprints in the morning,” she says.

Mashumba made international headlines last 
)ULGD\� DIWHU� HLJKW� ULRW� SROLFH� RI¿FHUV� VDYDJHO\�
assaulted her with baton sticks at the entrance of 
the Harare Magistrates Court. 

Pictures of her kneeling and raising her hands in 
VXUUHQGHU�DV�WKH�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV�DVVDXOWHG�KHU�ZLWK�
EDWRQ� VWLFNV� KDYH� JRQH� YLUDO�� $Q� RI¿FHU�ZLWK� D�
teargas grenade gun in his left hand brutally kicked 
the elderly woman as she lay on the concrete  
in pain. A crying Mashumba was comforted by 
several people who appeared shocked that the 
police could brutalise an unarmed senior citizen. 

Mashumba, a widow who suffers from diabetes 
and high blood pressure, was one of hundreds of 
people who took part in a demonstration organised 
by 18 opposition political parties pushing for 
electoral reforms under the National Electoral  
Reform Agenda.

Despite a High 
Court order 

allowing the 
demonstration, 

SROLFH�¿UHG�
teargas to disperse 
the demonstrators, 

leading to 
running 
battles.

Mashumba, 
who was 

clad in a red 
and white 
RXW¿W�ZLWK�

red shoes and 
red handbag, 

had left her 
home early in 

the morning 
believing the 

protest would 
be peaceful like 

the previous 
MDC-T 

demonstration 
in April.

“When I arrived at the Freedom Square (an open 
space between the Harare Magistrates Court 
and Rainbow Towers Hotel) we were told that 
we should be patient while waiting for the High 
Court judgment. Because of my old age I decided 
to rest next to the magistrates court, so that I 
didn’t have to walk for a long distance, once the 
demonstration started,” she said.

“The police then descended on Freedom Square 
and chased people away using teargas and water 
cannons. I remained seated because I felt there 
ZDV�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�ÀHH��,�JHQXLQHO\�EHOLHYHG�,�KDG�
done nothing wrong because I was just waiting 
for the High Court verdict on whether the 
demonstration should proceed or not.

“The riot police came from behind and started 
assaulting me while asking why I was sitting 
there. I lifted up my hands to show them that I was 
not holding anything, but they kept on beating 
me,” narrated Mashumba, while lifting her dress 
to show the black marks left by the baton sticks.

“I was kicked from behind so many times and a 
baton stick even hit my right ear and shoulders. 
I told them that I am a diabetic and high blood 
pressure patient but they said go and die at  
your house.” 

6KH� VD\V� VKH� LV� KDYLQJ� GLI¿FXOWLHV� KHDULQJ�ZLWK�
her right ear after a baton stick landed on it.

Mashumba suddenly broke down as she revealed 
LW�ZDV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VKH�KDG�EHHQ�DVVDXOWHG�E\�
state security agents as she was brutally attacked 
alongside her late husband in 2003.

She says she was once a staunch Zanu PF 
supporter who revered President Robert Mugabe 
from the days of the liberation struggle and during 
the early days of independence.

“I supported the liberation war while staying 
in Domboshava. We would attend meetings 
and contribute towards food supplies for the 
comrades. My father, Abel Chinyerere, was 
very active in Zapu while staying in Mbare. In 
the 1960s our house was repeatedly searched by 
(Ian) Smith’s security agents who said they were 
looking for terrorists and weapons so family and 
in fact most of us played a part in the liberation 
struggle,” said Mashumba.

She, however, says she has been disappointed 
and disillusioned by Mugabe’s empty promises, 
corruption and ineptitude, and she shifted her 
support to the late Edgar Tekere’s Zimbabwe 
Unity Movement (ZUM) in 1990.

She then joined the MDC when it was formed 
in 1999, together with her late husband  
Stanford Mashumba.

In April 2003, she and her husband were heavily 
assaulted by state security agents for their political 
activism. At that time she was the Zengeza district 
organising secretary while her husband was  
the chairperson.

“We heard people climbing over our fence into 
our yard around 10pm. They commanded us 
to open the door, but we remained silent as we 
were very scared. Then suddenly windows were 
broken and a teargas canister was thrown into the 
house. They demanded that we open the doors,” 
she said with tears, streaming down her cheeks. 

“They then went to the back of the house where 
they broke the screen gate and the door. We 
remained tucked under the blankets trying to 
avoid the effects of the teargas.

“The group, which included soldiers, forced 
themselves inside the house and broke into our 
bedroom. I saw a man pointing a gun at my 
husband. They started assaulting him all over 
using butts of their guns, booted feet and a 
whip. They were asking him questions on MDC 
structures in Chitungwiza while assaulting him, 
but he refused to divulge information.

“They beat him until he fell unconscious and the 
soldiers poured two buckets of water on him. They 
then asked me questions on the MDC structures, 
to which I remained silent. They assaulted me, 
but I begged them not to be harsh on me as I had 
two operations on my stomach. They asked me 
to show them. I lifted my dress and showed them 
and they then made me lie on my stomach and 
started beating me on my back and buttocks.”

Mashumba still has the empty teargas canisters 
ZKLFK� ZHUH� ¿UHG� LQWR� KHU� KRXVH� PRUH� WKDQ� ���
years ago.

Mashumba and her husband were treated at 
a private hospital in May 2003. According to 

the hospital or medical reports seen by this 
newspaper the doctor diagnosed that the injuries 
they sustained were consistent with assault.

“Since the assault my husband never really 
became his normal self. He died in 2005 as a 
result of that assault. So this police brutality 
evoked sad memories,” said Mashumba.

She also reveals that she had three children, all 
of whom are late. She did not want to discuss her 
children as it exacerbated her pain and evoked 
bad memories.

Mashumba then boldly declared that she would 
FRQWLQXH� ¿JKWLQJ� IRU� FKDQJH� LQ� KRQRXU� RI� KHU�
husband, the thousands of people who lost their 
lives during the liberation struggle, those killed 
GXH� WR� SROLWLFDO� YLROHQFH� DQG� IRU� WKH� EHQH¿W�
of suffering Zimbabweans, despite the police 
brutality.

“I have nothing to lose anymore. Running away 
now would be to fail all those who have lost 
WKHLU� OLYHV�¿JKWLQJ� IRU�FKDQJH� WKDW�ZLOO� LPSURYH�
the lives of the young people of this nation. So 
many youths are unemployed. Itai Dzamara 
disappeared; we can’t just give up just like that. 

³:H�QHHG�WR�¿JKW�IRU�FKDQJH��)RU�KRZ�ORQJ�DUH�
we going to be afraid?” she asked.

Mashumba said the government should not stand 
in the way of peaceful demonstrators as it was a 
constitutionally granted right to protest.

Apart from Mashumba, scores of protestors 
ZHUH� DVVDXOWHG� E\� SROLFH� RI¿FHUV� ZKR� DOVR�
LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\�¿UHG�WHDUJDV�LQ�SXEOLF��
Among the victim was a 77-year -old man and 
six people above 60. Doctors at a private hospital 
revealed they had treated 67 people.

“To date (Tuesday) we have received 67 
people, two of whom required hospitalisation. 

The injuries included multiple soft tissue 
injuries, lacerations, and acute asthma attacks 
secondary to tear gas inhalation as well as burns 
from the tear gas canisters,” said a doctor who  
preferred anonymity.

The doctor said 20 people who were arrested 
for taking part in the demonstration require  
medical attention.

“But they have not yet been transported to 
any medical facility, despite the magistrate 
recommending that they should have access to 
medical facilities of their choice as stated in the 
constitution. In this recent batch we have not 
treated any children but six of the 67 are over 60, 
including a 77-year-old man,” said the doctor.

Social commentator Maxwell Saungweme 
said Mashumba’s assault showed the moral 
bankruptcy of Mugabe’s regime as police 
brutality had reached alarming levels.

“In the past week alone we have seen an old 
woman sitting peacefully at magistrates courts 
in Harare being brutally assaulted for no reason; 
we have also seen police throwing teargas into 
commuter buses; randomly beating people moving 
around doing their business, and unleashing arms, 
chemical liquids and tear smoke on peaceful and 
unarmed protestors,” Saungweme said. 

“Such brutality demonstrates how ruthless this 
regime is and how unprofessional our police 
IRUFH�KDV�EHFRPH��,W�DOVR�FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�=LPEDEZH�
is breaking its previous records of human rights 
violations.” Human rights groups this week 
condemned the rights abuses and police brutality. 
Zimbabwe has a grisly human rights record since 
1980, an extension of colonial brutality. 

6RXUFH���7KH�=LPEDEZH�,QGHSHQGHQW��KWWSV���ZZZ���
� WKHLQGHSHQGHQW�FR�]Z������������SROLFH�EUXWDOLW\��
� ]LPV�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�KRUURU
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Police brutality: Zim’s human rights horror
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Accountability
At ZLHR, we are constantly reminding the government to allocate adequate resources in the 
QDWLRQDO�EXGJHW�WR�¿JKW�+,9	$,'6�DQG�RWKHU�GLVHDVHV�DIÀLFWLQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�=LPEDEZH��7KXV��
we are encouraged when People Living With HIV and AIDS exercise their constitutionally 
guaranteed rights by peacefully expressing their demand for more funding for healthcare as 

happened during this year's World Aids Day celebrations held in Kwekwe on 01 December 
2016. The protesters called upon the government to increase domestic funding for health.  
This was conveniently in the presence of Vice President Emmerson Mnangagwa whom we 
hope appreciated the message and together with the government will act upon it.

MUTARE-The Mutare Magistrates’ Court is 
this month expected to preside over a case in 
which Takunda Hungwe, a Zimbabwe National 
Students Union (Zinasu) member is facing 
charges of insulting President Robert Mugabe. 

The 24-year-old student leader was on 25 
November, remanded to 23 December to allow 
the State to obtain authority to prosecute from 
Acting Prosecutor-General Advocate Ray 
*RED¶V�2I¿FH�

Hungwe was part of the 17 Zinasu members 
arrested on 24 September by Zimbabwe 
5HSXEOLF� 3ROLFH� RI¿FHUV� EDVHG� DW� 3HQKDORQJD�
Police Station under the command of 
&KLHI� 6XSHULQWHQGHQW� &KLJR]KD�� WKH� RI¿FHU�
commanding Mutare Rural District.

The Zinasu members were rounded up at Forest 
Industries Training Centre where they were 
attending a Zinasu General Council meeting 
to discuss the welfare of students in tertiary 
institutions in the country.

They were later released after Magistrate Poterai 
Gwezhira declared their detention unlawful.

The 17 were accused of disorderly conduct as 
GH¿QHG� LQ� VHFWLRQ���� �E��RI� WKH�&ULPLQDO�/DZ�
�&RGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�5HIRUP���$FW�� LQ�WKDW�GXULQJ�
their meeting they sang revolutionary songs 
denouncing and insulting the government and 
President Mugabe.

Hungwe was further charged for undermining 
or insulting the authority of the President as 
GH¿QHG�LQ�VHFWLRQ���������D��RI�WKH�&ULPLQDO�ODZ�
�&RGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�5HIRUP��$FW�

The State claims that while holding a 
portrait of President Mugabe he uttered the 
words, “hatingaite meeting yedu munhu uyu 
aripamusoro pedu apo which was translated to 
mean (we cannot hold our meeting when that 
person (portrait) is up there)” and then placed 
the portrait under the desk.

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights is 
representing him after he was arrested for 
exercising his right to freedom of assembly, 

expression and association which is enshrined 
in the Constitution.

Hungwe - who is on $100 bail is together 
with other Zinasu members suing Zimbabwe 
Republic Police Commissioner-General 
Augustine Chihuri and Home Affairs Minister 
Ignatius Chombo for  $140 000 in damages.

In two separate notices of intention to sue in 
terms of the State Liabilities Act, the Zinasu 
leadership said their arbitrary arrest was 
deplorable and did not comply with section 50 
(1) of the Constitution of Zimbabwe. 

Student leader up for Mugabe insult

(1)  Any person who is arrested -
(a)  must be informed at the time of 

arrest of the reason for the arrest;
(b)  must be permitted, without delay -
(i)  at the expense of the State, to 

contact their spouse or partner, or 
a relative or legal practitioner, or 
anyone else of their choice; and

(ii)  at their own expense, to consult 
in private with a legal practitioner 
and a medical practitioner of their 
choice; and must be informed of this 
right promptly;

(c)  must be treated humanely and with 
respect for their inherent dignity;

(d)  must be released unconditionally or 
on reasonable conditions, pending 
a charge or trial, unless there are 
compelling reasons justifying their 
continued detention; and

(e)  must be permitted to challenge the 
lawfulness of the arrest in person 
before a court and must be released 
promptly if the arrest is unlawful.

(2)  Any person who is arrested or 
detained -

(a)  for the purpose of bringing him or 
her before a court; or

(b)  for an alleged offence;

Know Your Rights
Section 50 (1) of the 
Constitution of Zimbabwe 
Rights of arrested and 
detained persons
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