
HARARE- High Court judge Owen Tagu’s recent ruling ordering 
Harare City Council (HCC) not to demolish residents’ houses without 
a court order has confirmed what human rights defenders (HRD)s 
have been complaining about: disrespect of the Constitution.

Justice Tagu made the ruling in a matter in which Budiriro 4 high 
density suburb residents, who were represented by Tonderai 
Bhatasara, a member Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR), 
had challenged HCC’s demolition of their homes without a court 
order as required by the Constitution enacted in May 2013. 

“In my view, the Constitution of Zimbabwe is the supreme law of 
the land. Any law that is inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Constitution is ultra vires the Constitution. The provisions of Section 
74 are clear and unambiguous.

“Before any person whatsoever can lawfully demolish the houses or 
homes of any person, that person has to first obtain a court order,” 
ruled Justice Tagu adding that: “Consequently, it follows logically 
that before the first respondent can lawfully demolish the houses 
of the appellants, or any other illegal structures within its area of 
administration, it has to first approach a court and obtain a court order. 
Failure to do so renders the conduct of the first respondent unlawful 
and unconstitutional.

“In the result, it is ordered that, demolition of houses in Budiriro 4, 
in the absence of a court order be and is hereby declared unlawful.”

Tawanda Mukungurutse, Patrick Chikohora and Cledwyn Mutete, 
from Budiriro 4 had instructed ZLHR to take the City of Harare 
and Minister of Local Government, Public Works and National 
Housing Hon. Saviour Kasukuwere to court as first and second  
respondents respectively.

Mukungurutse is a member of Tembwe Housing Cooperative which 
he joined in 2010. He told the High Court that he had been advised by 
the Tembwe Housing Cooperative officials that the group had legally 
acquired land from HCC in Budiriro 4.

He then built a three-roomed cottage, and lived in it with his wife and 
three school going children.

Early August some of his fellow members from Tembwe Housing

Cooperative received notices from the HCC directing them to vacate 
their stands or face demolition, he said.

After that the city council came with bulldozers and razed 
over a 100 houses belonging to members of the cooperative.  
That resulted in ZLHR’s Belinda Chinowawa taking the case to the 
High Court where Justice Francis Bere granted an interim relief to the 
troubled Budiriro 4 residents.

Chinowawa wanted the High Court to condemn the illegal acts of 
HCC and be ordered to pay the legal costs of the application.

“Under the Convention on the Rights of the Child,  which Zimbabwe 
has ratified, State parties agree to take appropriate measures to assist 
parents and others responsible for children to implement the right of 
every child to a standard of living adequate for his or her physical, 
mental, spiritual, moral and social development. They also agree, in 
case of need, to provide material assistance and support programmes, 
particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing,” said 
Chinowawa. “The Constitution of Zimbabwe provides for the right 
to shelter for children (under section 81(1) (f) of the Constitution 
of Zimbabwe) and this essentially obliges the State to provide  
such shelter.

She added the United Nations Housing Rights Programme, Report No 
1, ‘Housing Rights Legislation: Review of International and National 
Legal Instruments” 2002, points out that: “It is not only the dignity of 
the poor that is assailed when homeless people are driven from pillar 
to post in a desperate quest for a place where they and their families 
can rest their heads. 

“Our society as a whole is demeaned when state action intensifies 
rather than mitigates their marginalization.”

She added that: “In sum, this case turns on whether or not a local 
authority can rely on its own by laws to trample on constitutionally 
guaranteed rights. 

“The simple answer is no.” 

“The Constitution has expressly guaranteed freedom from arbitrary 
evictions, and the first respondent should act accordingly.”

Justice Tagu’s ruling in the matter of Budiriro 4 residents is not 
isolated but the State continue to act unlawfully.

In October 2014, Justice Nicholas Mathonsi ordered the State 
to respect the Constitution and treat Zimbabweans with dignity 
regardless of their social status in the society.

The now-Bulawayo based veteran judge made the remarks while 
delivering a ruling in favour of ZHLR, which had challenged 
authorities from demolishing houses belonging to some  
Epworth residents.

In a six-paged ruling, Justice Mathonsi took a swipe at Epworth Local 
Board for watching the ball while “a new breed of people bent on 
cashing in on the misfortunes of home seekers who have since been 
christened in common parlance as land barons,” were promoting 
informal settlements.

The veteran Judge condemned the Epworth Local Board for “now 
waking up and, by force and power, demolishing the structures 
without regards to the law and human dignity.”

Bhatasara had made an urgent application seeking an order interdicting 
Epworth Local Board from further demolitions. 

Justice Mathonsi concurred with Bhatasara that no demolitions can be 
done without an eviction order.

“Of course such eviction orders would have to be 
made with compassion and upon realisation that 
human beings, no matter how poor, must be treated 
with dignity, after all Section 51 of the Constitution 
provides that every person has inherent dignity 
in their private and public life and protects that,”  
he added. 

“Municipal authorities which stood akimbo as 
informal settlements mushroomed all over cannot 
be allowed to now ride on such rights shod 
operating under the cover of darkness to perform 
forcible evictions and demolitions of houses 
they allowed to be constructed in broad daylight. 
They must now follow the law and approach the 
courts for authority to do so. To allow authorities 
to proceed in razzmatazz style as they are fond of 
doing would render nugatory the socio-economic 
rights enshrined in the Constitution.”

Besides Epworth and Budiriro, the illegal 
demolitions have hit residents of Harare, 
Chitungwiza and Mazowe leaving hundreds of 
Zimbabwean homeless and drawing national and 
international criticism. 

The demolitions evoke memories of 2005 when 
President Robert Mugabe’s government left about 
900 000 people homeless under the notorious 
“Operation Murambatsvina”.

Amnesty International has repeatedly said the 
forced evictions are prohibited under the UN 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights to which Zimbabwe is a party to.
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Victory...ZLHR’s Lison Ncube and Jonathan Tsvangirai with some of the 33 residents of Bulawayo who had arrested in July for allegedly participating in anti government protests dubbed #*Shut-
downZim2016. On Monday last State prosecutors withdrew charges against the 33 before plea citing lack of evidence against the accused persons

Vindicated again
...continued disregard confirms impunity or ignorance of the State

Constitution of Zimbabwe

Section 51 Right to human dignity 
Every person has inherent dignity in their private and public 
life, and the right to have that dignity respected and protected. 
 
Section 81(1) (f) Rights of children 
Every child, that is to say every boy and girl under the age 
of 18 years, has the right to education, health care services, 
nutrition and shelter;

Know Your Rights



BULAWAYO-About 200 people - who included Councillor Shilla 
Musonda – have benefitted from an out reach programme meant to 
enhance community knowledge on the benefits of engaging men for 
gender equality in society.

The Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR)-organised 
workshop held at McDonald Hall in Mzilikazi was meant to improve 
appreciation of human rights in general and women’s human rights in 
particular as enshrined in the Zimbabwean Constitution.

At the meeting Councillor Musonda made a plea for ZLHR to hold 
more Constitutional Outreach programmes to enhance rights literacy. 

She asked for ZLHR to do another Constitutional Outreach or a 
Mobile Legal Clinic in Thorgroove area as she feels they have been 
left out of most programmes and ZLHR’s interventions would be 
most welcomed in that area.

Over the past years, ZLHR has been conducting Mobile Legal Clinics 
in most parts of  the country to promote legal literacy of the country’s 
citizens after the adoption of the new Constitution in May 2013.

That has resulted in some Zimbabweans taking the State to court to 
enforce their rights being flouted.

At the Mzilikazi 
mobile clinic, ZLHR’s 
main objctions were: 
To enhance citizens’ knowledge 
on human rights in general and 
also bring awareness on issues of 
gender and gender equality when 
looking at human rights.

To increase appreciation of 
three rights (Sections 52, 53 
& 76 vis-à-vis Sections 56 
& 80 of the Constitution) 
which if men would promote 
and facilitate would result in 
women’s increasing uptake of  
health services for the benefit of 
communities

To create a platform where 
communities consult with legal 
practitioners and have access to 

legal aid of issues that need legal 
advice and or litigation.

Some participants asked ZLHR 
to print simplified fact sheets 
and distributed at police stations, 
schools, clinics, churches and 
other places where people 
converge so that information 
is spread wide. They said more 
three years after a Constitution 
was adopoted some people were 
still not fully conversant with 
what the Charter provides under 
the extended Bill of Rights and 
more so on issues of equality and 
rights of women.

Some participants complained 
the deplorable conditions that 
are currently experienced at 
Mpilo Hospital which they 
said bordered on corruption, ill 
treatments and discrimination.
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Nurturing knowledge …Some of the Bulawayo residents who participated at a 
constitutional outreach programme at McDonald Hall in Mzilikazi meant to enhance 
rights literacy among citizens in the country

BULAWAYO-The National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA) has withdrawn public violence charges 
against 33 Bulawayo residents for lack of evidence 
in a case in which they were accused of committing 
the offence during the anti-government protests 
held in July.

In withdrawing charges before plea against the 
33 residents, Jeremiah Mutsindikwa of the NPA, 
last week on Monday told Bulawayo Magistrate 
Charity Maphosa that the State was dropping 
the case because of lack of sufficient evidence to 
pursue prosecution. 

The 33 residents – who included some school 
children and some teenagers, - were arrested in 
early July and charged with committing public 
violence in contravention of Section 36 (1) (a) 
of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) 
Act Chapter 9:23 or alternatively Section 131 of 
the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act 
Chapter 9:23 for unlawful entry into premises.

The State claimed that the 33 residents participated 
in an anti-government protest held during 
the first week of July and famously dubbed 
#ShutdownZim2016, where they unlawfully 
disturbed the peace, security, or order of the public 
by blocking Luveve Road with stones and burning 
tyres and threw stones at police officers and police 
vehicles before looting Mzilikazi Supermarket.

Among the juveniles, six school children 
including a primary school pupil had to endure 
some time in police detention until they were 
released into the custody of their parents and 

guardians after the intervention of their lawyers 
Lison Ncube, Jonathan Tsvangirai and Lizwe 
Jamela of Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights.
The 33 Bulawayo residents become the latest 
accused persons to be set free after the NPA. A 
week before, the NPA withdrew charges against 
86 other residents who faced the same charges of 
committing public violence during the nationwide 
anti-government protests.

Ncube and Jamela argued that for the State to 
charge their clients for allegedly displaying 
placards, a banner and whistling during the 
course of a public demonstration, where the 
ZRP was notified would amount to abuse of the 
criminal justice process as the alleged conduct 
is legally and constitutionally protected and as such 
no offence was committed at all.

Zimbabwe had been rocked by an unprecedented 
wave of protests in places such Harare, Bulawayo 
and Beitbridge calling on the government to fix 
the economy and respect human rights. Police had 
resorted to arrests and brute to quell them before 
imposing a month-long ban in September which 
has since been challenged at the Supreme Court. 

The protestors want President Robert Mugabe to 
fix the economy and respect human rights or step 
down. However, the 92-year-old’s government has 
descended on the protestors with heavy handedness 
– firing teargas, water cannons and in some cases 
assaulting them. At some one point, in September, 
the opposition claimed that live ammunition had 
been used to disperse protestors in Kuwadzana and 
Dzivaresekwa a charge police vehemently denied.

Who is Lison Ncube?
BULAWAYO-Faced with growing cases 
of arrests and police brutality, human rights 
activists in Zimbabwe have not been deterred. 
Some have either been abducted, arrested or 
assaulted but continued marching on.

They seem determined.

That is where Lison Ncube, a partner at James, 
Moyo-Majwabu and Nyoni Legal Practitioners 
in Bulawayo comes in. 

“I have a clear understanding of the current 
laws and or legal policies presently at work 
in Zimbabwe,” says Ncube, adding that: “I 
have both the willingness and ability to work 
in difficult environments, meet deadlines and 
work under pressure, with minimum or no 
supervision at all.” 

The University of Zimbabwe law graduate who 
holds a Masters in Business Administration 
Degree from the National University of Science and Technology’s willingness and ability to work 
in difficult environments has probably made him trend easily in his short but blossoming career as  
a lawyer.

“I get my inspiration from the late Joseph James, who was my mentor and senior partner. He 
taught me so much about human rights litigation. He had so many great successes in human 
rights litigation,” says the 30-year-old Ncube who is fluent in both Ndebele and Shona.  
He says he has a passion for research and is working by correspondence with the South African 
Law Journal and is working on a paper on “The Impact Of Mordenisation On Merchantile Law.”

For about this former headboy of Luveve High School, Emakhandeni Secondary School and Josiah 
Chinamano Primary School, please read The Big Interview section on Page 3.

Soldier...Lison Ncube, his willingness and ability to work 
in difficult environments with minimum or no supervision is 
assisting some activists in the country

Mzilikazi outreach on gender equality

By Kumbirai Mafunda

TO protect and promote human rights and increase access to 
justice, Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) cooperates 
with independent commissions among them the Zimbabwe Human 
Rights Commission (ZHRC) and rule of law institutions such as the 
Judicial Service Commission (JSC). 

In 2015, ZLHR signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with ZHRC, and recently the cooperation with rule of law 
institutions was cemented with the signing of another MoU, this 
time with the JSC on the usage of Help Desks in Magistrates’ 
Courts across the country.

In the quest to strengthen the protection of human rights and the rule 
of law in the country, ZLHR believes that strong state institutions, 
guided by values and principles set out in the Constitution, are at 
the epicentre of the protection and promotion of human rights.

It is refreshing that ZHRC is one such institution, which was  
established in 2010 with a mandate to ensure that the rights of all 
people are protected.

In response to the establishment of independent commissions, 
including rule of law institutions such as the the JSC, ZLHR 

has engaged with these bodies, focussing on ensuring that the 
institutions have oversight with all governmental bodies, that they 
understand their roles and adopt a rights-based approach towards 
implementation of laws and policies.

Because ZLHR yearns for strengthened state institutions that 
efficiently and effectively deliver on their mandate and are 
accountable to the public, the country’s leading legal defence 
group in November 2015 inked a MoU formalising a pact to work 
towards co-operation in nurturing the protection, promotion and 
enforcement of human rights in Zimbabwe and develop synergies 
and complementarities between the two institutions.

The ongoing cooperation between ZLHR and ZHRC was cemented 
through the signing of a MoU, where representatives from ZHRC 
and those from ZLHR appended their signatures on the milestone 
agreement on behalf of the two institutions.

The two institutions committed to working together by referring, 
receiving, and dealing with cases and sharing knowledge and 
expertise on human rights, and cooperating on identified thematic 
issues in order to achieve the goal of promoting, protecting and 
enforcing human rights.

The ZHRC lauded the signing as significant in cementing the 

institution’s relationship with ZLHR, while ZLHR expressed its 
appreciation of the work that the national human rights institution 
is doing in the country and pledged to cement the cooperation with 
ZHRC in fostering a culture of human rights in Zimbabwe.

As an organisation dedicated to increasing access to justice through 
legal aid and committed to contributing towards a strengthened, 
independent and capable judiciary in Zimbabwe , ZLHR is 
furthermore part of a unique partnership between the JSC and five 
civil society organisations (CSOs) on the usage of Help Desks in 
22 Magistrates Courts, constructed by the JSC with support from 
Danida, across the country.

The help desks offer citizens a place where government departments 
and civil society organisations converge to work together as a one-
stop justice centre which enables Zimbabweans access to justice. 
At the Help Desks citizens can obtain free legal assistance and 
information on their legal rights as provided by the CSOs.

Ultimately, ZLHR is participating in all this in line with its objective 
of contributing towards a strengthened, independent and capable 
judicial service in Zimbabwe. 

Kumbirai Mafunda is a communications specialist with Zimbabwe 
Lawyers for Human Rights.

ZLHR cements cooperation with ZHRC and JSC

NPA free more  
Bulawayo protestors
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We owe a duty to 
our compatriots...
...the rights lawyer remains resolute
BULAWAYO-This week The Legal Monitor 
(LM) talked to Bulawayo-based Lison Ncube 
(LN) a member of Zimbabwe Lawyers for 
Human Rights (ZLHR) who has proven over the 
past few months that he is one of the dependable 
human rights defenders (HRDs) the country is 
endowed with. He has come handy when the 
State security agents seem to be intensifying 
efforts to silence human rights activists 
and HRDs in the country. He says he 
owes to his fellow countrymen. 

LM: How best do you describe 
the human rights 
situation in Zimbabwe?

LN: The human rights situation 
in Zimbabwe is currently 
marred with gross 
violations, with impunity, 
that fly in the face  
of Constitutionalism. 

LM: For how long have you 
been involved in carrying 
out human rights work? 
How did it start?

LN: Six years now and it started when I was 
introduced to ZLHR by a colleague and good 
friend of mine Kossam Ncube. I had always 
wanted to be a Human Rights Defender 
especially having seen quite a number of 
Human Rights violations being perpetrated 
upon innocent citizens in Zimbabwe. 

LM: You have so many cases 
which you have been involved 

in especially this year where 
you have represented 
human rights defenders. 
Which one stands out 
most? And why?

LN: The one that stands 
out the most is S v Tobias 
Mhodi and 86 others viz 
Public Violence held 
on the 6th of July 2016. 
In this particular case I 
represented people who 

were arrested and 

thoroughly assaulted by the police whilst 
watching television at their homes or going 
about their business. 

 The arrests were dragnet in nature. We went 
to almost all police stations in Bulawayo 
with some Human Rights Defenders 
assisting people who had been arrested 
and assaulted. We took quite a number to 
hospitals in our vehicles and I remember I 
arrived home at 3am the next morning. The 
atmosphere was very tense and the police 
were extremely hostile to us. 

LM: When it comes to fighting for human 
rights, who inspires you and why?

LN: I get my inspiration from the late Joseph 
James, who was my mentor and senior 
partner. He taught me so much about human 
rights litigation. He had so many great 
successes in human rights litigation. 

LM: Which profession would you have  
chosen had you not chosen to be a  
legal practitioner?

LN: I would have chosen Medicine. 

LM: What are some of the challenges that 
you have faced as a human  
rights lawyer?

LN: They are so many, for example harassment 
by the police, being denied access to clients, 
being chased away from police stations 
for merely doing my job as a human  
rights defender.

LM: Given the dangers that human 
rights lawyers face in Zimbabwe, are 
you not better off handling ‘safer cases” 
that are more rewarding financially 

and what makes you continue to 
work as a human  
rights lawyer?

LN: For me it is not really about the 
money but fulfilling my God given 
destiny. I strongly believe I am 

doing this human rights work 
for such a time as this, as it 
was pre-destined by my Lord  
and saviour. 

 Further, I do not find 
satisfaction in handling “safer 
cases” as they are not challenging 

nor inspiring to me. What makes 
me continue working as a human 

rights lawyer is because whenever I 
see human rights abuses something 

in me leaps and that is the thing that 
keeps me going even in the face of 
danger, knowing that I must rise up to 

the occasion and be the human rights 
lawyer I have always wanted to be. 

LM:  Socio-economic  
rights are now entrenched in 
the Constitution. 

But, to what extent has this 
been implemented, judging  
from the cases that you  
come across?

LN: These have been implemented to an 
extremely minimal extent. From the cases 
I have come across I have seen my clients 
being treated like none of the socio-
economic rights ever exist. It is very sad I 
must say.

LM: To what extent has the new constitution 
opened avenues for people to exercise 
and assert their rights? What is still 
lacking for the full realisation of human 
rights enshrined in the Constitution?

LN: The new Constitution on paper is brilliant but 
in practice pathetic, as we have seen some 
courts rubbish or ride rough shod on clearly 
enshrined constitutional provisions. What 
is still lacking is a paradigm shift both in 
the Judiciary and the National Prosecuting 
Authority to realise that we live in a new 
constitutional dispensation and gone are 
those dark days of being uncivilised in our 
approach towards people’s constitutional 
rights and freedoms. 

LM: What has to be done to ensure that the 
State apparatus fully respect the rights 
enshrined in the Constitution?

LN:  They must be held accountable, 
especially where human rights violations 
have occurred. 

 The State must do away with the culture  
of impunity.  

 State apparatus must be schooled especially 
on the new Constitution. 

LM: What will be your message to  
human rights defenders and activists in 
Zimbabwe?

LN: Let us do our work diligently with no fear 
nor favour. The masses are relying on us 
as they are not as legally equipped as we 
are, as such we owe a duty to our fellow 
countrymen to represent them fearlessly 
to the best of our capacities in the area of 
human rights defence. 

LM: Your message to fellow  
legal practitioners?

LN: Legal practitioners must realise how 
important they are in society because of 
their level of enlightenment, as such let us 
hold our convictions in the arena of human 
rights defending to the highest of standards 
and let us not compromise on anything. 

LM: ZLHR is commemorating its 20th 
anniversary in 2016. What would be 
your message to the organisation?

LN: This is indeed a great milestone that is worth 
celebrating. Well done team ZLHR and 
do not grow weary in doing well, for the 
voiceless in society are depending on you 
to be their voice. Amhlophe, Makorokoto, 
Congratulations. We look forward to seeing 
another 20 years plus of great human  
rights work. 
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ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE = CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY
HRDs

WITNESS AGAINST VIOLENCE
WHERE ARE THEY?

HELP IN THEIR SAFE RETURN
Itai Dzamara
Missing since 2015

Paul Chizuze 
Missing since 2012Call Hotline: 0779 204 102

My name is Patson Dzamara, the brother to abducted and missing 
human rights activist Itai Dzamara. I am a Zimbabwean man 
aged 30 years, presenting a position and demand on behalf of my 
family and many other concerned, progressive Zimbabweans, 
over the continued missing of Itai Dzamara and the failure of your 
organisation to investigate with necessary vigour, shed meaningful 
light and/or answers as well as treat the matter with the required 
urgency it demands.

I have never minced my words regarding the fingerprints of state 
security agents particularly the military intelligence in the abduction 
of Itai Dzamara, whose only crime was to openly exercise his 
constitutional right to oppose the failed ZANU PF led government 
which you and the organisation you lead ostensibly support.

Assuming, by the ignorance and arrogance often demonstrated 
by those that report to you, you are not aware, Itai Dzamara was 
abducted on the 9th of March, 2015. He is/was a Zimbabwean 
Citizen by all yardsticks and barometers. As such he is entitled 
to enjoying the full attention of state institutions such as your 
organisation, The Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP), which 
carries the ultimate responsibility to investigate heinous crimes 
of this nature, as well as protect other citizens from such  
brazen abuses.

It’s now 17 months and there hasn’t been any headway whatsoever 
regarding Itai’s missing from the purported investigations being 
carried out by ZRP. That is curious and unfortunate.

ZRP is touted as one of the most efficient and proficient police 
forces in Africa but it has artificially failed to come up with even a 
single lead. Instead, it has resorted to presenting whitewashed and 
insincere reports regarding its purported investigations into Itai 
Dzamara’s missing. That is unacceptable, we must and we will get 
to the bottom of this.

Your organisation must release Itai Dzamara, dead or alive, or see to 
it that those who took him return him.

You enjoy massive benefits for leading and working in this 
organisation. The taxpayers who fork out hard earned dollars to 
pay you, including myself, deserve better than such profligacy. 
Bar the money, you took an oath Sir, an oath to dutifully uphold 
the supreme law of this land, that dictates you protect any citizen, 
resident, or visitor of this country, that you see to it their rights are 
not violated, that should they be, as is the case with Itai, you will 
investigate, and extend the long arm of the law, to see to it that 
those responsible are removed from society.

Section 49 of the Constitution states that every person has the right 
to personal liberty, which includes the right not to be deprived 
of their liberty arbitrarily or without just cause. Furthermore, the 
Constitution grants Itai Dzamara and all Zimbabweans the right to 
personal security and protects them from all forms of violence from 
public or private sources.

To date, you, as the head of ZRP and your organisation at large have 
done virtually nothing to assist us as a family to at least unearth 
what happened to Itai and hopefully come to a place of closure. I 
have interacted with those tasked to investigate Itai’s matter from 
your organisation several times, including the former CID Law and 
Order department boss, Assistant Commissioner Makedenge and I 
have concluded that there is no sincerity on their part.

The fact that ZRP is not acting in good faith is incontestable and I 
have constantly stated the same to your team.

Sir, you must understand that Itai Dzamara’s matter is not a joke.  
I am aware that in the time past people would be abducted and 
no-one would dare speak out for fear of victimisation but that 
has changed, not anymore. I am not going to be silent until Itai is 
accounted for. I am going to explore every possible avenue to get 
to the bottom of this matter and you in particular are a key element 
in that matrix.

You or even Mr. Mugabe are not gods. I am not, and ought not be 
afraid of you. As a mere mortal, you are also under the constitution 
and above all a creature of the God I also worship.

Never again shall we remain silent in the face of oppression which you 
and your organisation are aiding unfortunately.

As a concerned brother and citizen, I therefore make the  
following demands:

DEMAND

1)  That as the head of ZRP 
sworn to protect every 
citizen and uphold 
the constitution you 
should immediately issue a 
statement over Itai 
Dzamara’s disappearance.

2)   That as the head of ZRP 
you order state security 
agents to release 
Itai Dzamara immediately, 
dead or alive. 

3)  Immediately engage the 
Dzamara family over  
this matter. 

4)  Heed the High Court Order 
which instructed you to 
uphold your 
constitutional obligation to 
investigate the missing of 
Itai Dzamara without fear 
or favour.

CONCLUSION  
My position is backed by many concerned Zimbabweans, who, like 
myself, await your response on these matters. We are tired and we 
can’t continue like this anymore.

You are a public servant, and not a servant of the establishment. 
We are the public, and demand and deserve that you fulfill your 
obligations.

In the event that you choose to ignore my demand and request, 
I shall engage all progressive Zimbabweans within a week and 
escalate protests in various ways against that in a civil, peaceful 
and resolute manner as provided for within the Constitution.

I am also going to face you in court locally and internationally over 
this matter.

It defies logic and reason for my brother, to disappear without a 
trace in a nation that is not at war and allow that to go unnoticed 
and unquestioned.

Lastly, Sir, l beg of you to appreciate my legitimate demand and 
treat it with the urgency it deserves.

Looking forward to your response.

Faithfully  
Patson Dzamara

Family Petition police over  
Missing activist Dzamara
Zimbabwe Republic Police Commissioner General 
Mr Augustine Chihuri 
Police General Headquarters 
Josiah Chinamano Avenue, Box CY34, Causeway 
Harare

9 October, 2016
Dear Sir,

RE: Petition over Itai Dzamara’s missing and ZRP’s failure to resolve the matter

Missing you dad...On the occassion of their father’s 36th birthday earlier this year, Nokutenda and Nenyasha Dzamara 
traced Itai Dzamara’s footsteps to Africa Unity Square, a central point for several historical protests organised by the 
prominent human rights campaigner before he was abducted by suspected State agents on 9 March last year. The Dzamara 
family marked Itai’s birthday by holding an emotional vigil where they appealed for his safe return and a softening of hearts 
among those holding him


