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Prison was  
God’s plan

/LQGD�0DVDULUD�� ���\HDU�ROG� PRWKHU� RI� ¿YH��
has just been reunited with her family after 
spending three months in prison. Her crime: 
Demanding a better Zimbabwe. The Legal 

Monitor� LQWHUYLHZHG�0DVDULUD� VRRQ�DIWHU�KHU�
release from remand prison last week. She 
talks about how she fought for prisoners’ 
rights while she was jailed at Chikurubi 
0D[LPXP�3ULVRQ�� KHU� GHWHUPLQDWLRQ� WR� ¿JKW�
on and the joys of being with her family again. 
Go to page 3 for full Question and Answer 
with The Legal Monitor.

Masarira was freed after High Court Judge 
-XVWLFH� 'DYLG� 0DQJRWD� UXOHG� WKDW� VKH� ZDV�
entitled to bail. This was after Masarira’s 
ODZ\HUV� $QGUHZ� 0DNRQL� DQG� 2EH\� 6KDYD��
who are Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights (ZLHR) members, had petitioned the 
High Court on Wednesday 21 September 
2016 seeking a habeas corpus order. 

This is an order requiring the detained person 
to be released or to be brought before the 
court for the lawfulness of the detention to be 

MXVWL¿HG�DQG�WKH�GHWHQWLRQ�WR�EH�GHFODUHG�LOOHJDO�
and ordering the detained person’s prompt 
release. Masarira had been languishing in 
Chikurubi Female Prison after she was denied 
bail by the Mbare Magistrates Court. She had 
EHHQ�DUUHVWHG�DQG�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�FRQWUDYHQLQJ�
6HFWLRQ����RI�WKH�&ULPLQDO�/DZ��&RGL¿FDWLRQ�
and Reform) Act Chapter 9:23 for allegedly 
REVWUXFWLQJ� RU� HQGDQJHULQJ� IUHH� PRYHPHQWV�
RI�SHUVRQV�RU�YHKLFOHV��6KH�KDG�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�
people participating in the July stayaway 
dubbed the #ShutdownZim2016. 

…Freed Linda Masarira talks about how jail helped her to help others
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ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE = CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY
HRDs

WITNESS AGAINST VIOLENCE
WHERE ARE THEY?

HELP IN THEIR SAFE RETURN
Itai Dzamara
Missing since 2015

Paul Chizuze 
Missing since 2012Call Hotline: 0779 204 102

After her release from the notorious Chikurubi Female Prison, 
The Legal Monitor (Q�� VDW� GRZQ�ZLWK�KXPDQ� ULJKWV� DFWLYLVW�/LQGD�
Masarira (LM) who shared her experiences while in jail. Find out 
LI�VKH�ZDV�QRZ�TXLWWLQJ�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKH�SURPRWLRQ�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQ�=LPEDEZH��$V�KHU�DQVZHUV�EHORZ�ZLOO�FRQ¿UP��VKH�
remains determined to see a Zimbabwe where its citizens enjoy their 
rights; in prison and outside.

Q:  You just spent 82 days in jail…do you regret ever dabbling 

in activism?

LM: I don’t regret because actually they took me out of the streets 
of Harare demonstrating and protesting for my rights. But I also 
went to prison and managed to demonstrate for prisoners so it 
was actually God who wanted me to be in prison so I could speak 
IRU�WKRVH�LQ�SULVRQ�ZKR�FRXOG�QRW�VSHDN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��$QG�,�

actually feel great and honoured because I managed to make 
a difference for the female prisoners in Chikurubi Maximum 
Prison female section. 

Q:  Tell us about the prison conditions? 

LM:  The conditions in Chikurubi Maximum Prison are terrible. 
They are still using that style that they used during the Smith 
era where they try to humiliate prisoners and strip them of their 
dignity. They seek to degrade you and to make you feel like 
\RX�DUH�QRW�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�VR�,�KDG�WR�¿JKW�WKH�RI¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH�� 
I asked her ‘what is the point of this place being Zimbabwe 
3ULVRQ� DQG� &RUUHFWLRQDO� 6HUYLFH� EHFDXVH� WKHUH� LV� QRWKLQJ�
FRUUHFWLRQDO�DERXW�LW"¶�7KH\�GHJUDGH�\RX�WR�WKDW�OHYHO�ZKHUH�\RX�
feel pity for yourself and they try to make it hard and there is 
basically no rehabilitation. And when I got there prisoners on 
remand were being made to go to the garden, fetch water in a 
sewer pond with no shoes and all. At least I managed to stop 
that. I managed to stop remand prisoners from going to work 
because I said ‘what is the point of remand prisoners going to 
ZRUN�ZKHQ� WKH\�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ� VHQWHQFHG"�7KH\�ZLOO�RQO\�JR�
WR�ZRUN�DIWHU�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�VHQWHQFHG�¶�6R�WKHUH�DUH�D�FRXSOH�
of changes that I made, which was great for remand prisoners.

Q:  You have seen the machinery that the state has at its 

disposal… are you not afraid of demonstrating again?

LM:��,�DP�QRW�DIUDLG��WKRXJK�,�MXVW�FDPH�EDFN�ZLWK�D�QHZ�QDUUDWLYH�
RQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�,�ZDQW�WR�GR�WKLQJV�EHFDXVH�,�KDYH�UHDOLVHG�WKDW�
ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�EXW�ZH�DUH�QRW�JHWWLQJ�WKH�UHVXOWV�
that we want because the state has decided to unleash a reign 
RI�WHUURU�RQ�DFWLYLVWV��,�KDYH�DFWXDOO\�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�LGHD�
WKDW�,�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�ZLWK�P\�FROOHDJXHV�3DWVRQ�']DPDUD�DQG�
RWKHUV��:H�KDYH� WR� FKDQJH� WKH�ZD\�ZH�DUH�GRLQJ� WKLQJV��7KH�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�KDYH�IDLOHG��3HRSOH�DUH�EHLQJ�EHDWHQ�XS��3HRSOH�
are being abused. Some are being tortured and maimed. Others 
are being abducted. Why should we continue with a strategy 

that is making people get into situations that we do not want? 
:H�DUH�¿JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKHVH�LQMXVWLFHV��ZH�DUH�¿JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�
abuse, torture but if this demonstrations route is not working 
ZH�KDYH�WR�¿JKW�IRU�WKH�DOLJQPHQW�RI�ODZV�WR�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�
Zimbabwe because the Constitution is the supreme law of this 
land and it allows us to demonstrate. But they are unleashing 
WKH�UHLJQ�RI�WHUURU�XVLQJ�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV�DQG�RWKHU�VWDWH�VHFXULW\�
DJHQWV�DJDLQVW�DFWLYLVWV�VR�WKDW�WKH\�LQVWLO�IHDU�LQ�XV��7KH\�ZDQW�
to silence us but we will not be silenced. We are tired of this 
regime, we want change. We want to restore Zimbabwe back to 
its status as the jewel of Africa. 

Q:  Can you take us through your experiences in prison, both 

the bad and the memorable ones…

LM:  $OPRVW�HYHU\�GD\�ZDV�D�EDG�H[SHULHQFH�EHFDXVH�LW¶V�QRW�HDV\�IRU�
D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DFWLYLVW�WR�EH�ZDWFKLQJ�LQMXVWLFH��WR�EH�ZDWFKLQJ�
other people being bullied, being beaten, being assaulted and 
all. I was always at loggerheads with the prison guards because I 
DP�RQH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VSHDNV�RXW�LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�ZKHUH�,�DP��,�XVHG�
WR�VSHDN�RXW�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�WKH�RI¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH�WROG�PH�WKDW�
WKLV�ZDV�WKHLU�WHUULWRU\�DQG�WKH\�UXOHG��7KH\�WROG�PH�WR�LQYRNH�
my rights outside and not inside prison. I would tell her ‘no I 
DP�D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DFWLYLVW��,�KDYH�QR�OLPLWV�RI�ZKHUH�,�VKRXOG�
clamour for rights to be respected. Where I see transgressions 
,�KDYH�WR�VD\�LW�RXW�¶�6KH�ZRXOG�WHOO�PH�WKDW�SULVRQHUV�KDYH�QR�
ULJKWV� DQG�ZH�ZRXOG� DUJXH�RYHU� WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ��)RUWXQDWHO\�
enough I didn’t get to eat prison food because my friends were 
EULQJLQJ�IRRG�IRU�PH�EXW�D�ORW�RI�SULVRQHUV�KDYH�QR�YLVLWRUV�DQG�DW�
SULVRQ�WKH\�ERLO�YHJHWDEOHV�ZLWK�QR�VDOW�IRU�OXQFK�DQG�IRU�VXSSHU��
In the morning it would be porridge with no sugar. The strange 
thing is that donors come and donate sugar, they donate cooking 
oil, they donate all those foodstuffs to make life easier for the 
prisoners but the prison guards take all those foodstuffs to their 
homes. So these are things that are supposed to be corrected and 
I actually plan to demand a commission of inquiry on prison 
VHUYLFHV��3ULVRQHUV�DUH�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�OLNH�VRPH�SLHFH�RI�UXEELVK��

Activist in and out of Prison 
...How Linda Masarira changed Chikurubi Prison
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Q:  What motivated you into activism?

LM: Naturally I would say I am a person who hates oppression with 
D� SDVVLRQ�� (YHQ� LQ� VFKRRO�� SHRSOH� XVHG� WR� NQRZ� WKDW� /LQGD�
wouldn’t tolerate oppression and I was a trade unionist at 
National Railways of Zimbabwe (NRZ) where I worked. They 
tried to bribe me. They tried to do all sorts of things for me to 
VWRS�PDNLQJ�QRLVH�DQG�VWRS�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�PRQH\��MXVWLFH�DQG�DOO��
7KH\�HYHQWXDOO\�GLVFKDUJHG�PH�RQ�WKUHH�PRQWKV¶�QRWLFH�ODVW�\HDU�
RQ�WKH���VW�RI�-XO\�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�JRQH�WR�FRXUW�RYHU�P\�XQSDLG�
VDODULHV�DQG�VLQFH�WKHQ�WKH\�KDYHQ¶W�SDLG�PH��6LQFH�WKHQ��,�VDLG�
to myself ‘why should I keep on sitting and yet I can make a 
difference and who is going to make a difference if all of us just 
VLW�GRZQ�DQG�VD\�WKLQJV�DUH�EDG"�:KR�LV�JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�WKDW�¿UVW�
PRYH"¶�7KDW� LV�ZKDW�PRWLYDWHG�PH�� WKDW� LV�ZKDW�JDYH�PH� WKH�
SRZHU�WR�¿JKW�RQ��<RX�NQRZ�LW�ZDV�QRW�HDV\�DW�15=��:H�ZHUH�
about 4 000 employees and I was looking at 4 000 employees 
ZLWK�QR�VDODULHV��������HPSOR\HHV�ZKR�KDYH�ORVW�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRGV�
and how many children out of those 4 000 employees? So it 
ZDV�MXVW�HYLGHQW�WKDW�WKLV�FRXQWU\�LV�MXVW�KHDGHG�IRU�GRRP��<RX�
look at the amount of teenagers working as sex workers, most of 
WKH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�KDYH�WXUQHG�LQWR�WKDW�SURIHVVLRQ�DQG�VRPH�DUH�
WKLHYHV�HWF�HWF��,�VDZ�WKHVH�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�VSDFH�ZKHQ�,�VWD\HG�LQ�
Hwange where Hwange Colliery Company employees were not 
EHLQJ�SDLG��$W�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�,�JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�����V��HYHU\WKLQJ�
ZDV�QRUPDO�VR�ZKHUH�KDYH�ZH�JRQH�ZURQJ"�:K\�KDYH�ZH�EHHQ�
quiet? Our parents failed us because they were afraid because of 
the things they had seen but now we are the young generation. 
We are the future of tomorrow and we cannot sit and watch our 
OLYHV�JRLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�GUDLQ��7KDW� LV�ZKDW�KDV�PRWLYDWHG�PH�WR�
¿JKW�DQG�,�ZLOO�NHHS�RQ�¿JKWLQJ�RQ�XQWLO�ZH�JHW�WKH�UHVXOWV�WKDW�
we need. 

Q:  Who was taking care of your children when you were 

incarcerated?

LM:  My kids were being taken care of by my maid until my mother 
WRRN�WKH�OLWWOH�RQH�ZKR�LV�WKUHH��$QG�P\�¿UVW�ERUQ�FKLOG�ZDV�LQ�
high school, boarding school. He is in Form Four. He is starting 
his examinations soon.

Q:  When you were in incarceration did you fear for them?

LM: �,�SUD\HG�IRU�WKHP�HYHU\�GD\�WKRXJK�,�PLVVHG�WKH�VPDOO�
one badly.

Q:  While you were in jail, word has it around that you were 

not receiving much support from women groups. Did you 

JHW� DQ\� HPRWLRQDO� RU� ¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW� ZKHQ� \RX� ZHUH� 
in prison?

LM:  I got support from a few groups, one or two if I am not wrong 
but one of them is actually of ladies who are based in the United 
Kingdom who actually came from UK. From here in Zimbabwe, 
the prominent women groups I didn’t see them. I am still waiting 
WR�KHDU�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�VD\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZLOO�DOZD\V�KDYH�
H[FXVHV��0D\EH�WKLV�LV�EHFDXVH�ZH�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�LGHRORJLHV�DQG�
different ways of doing things. People do not understand the way 
,�GR�WKLQJV�DQG�HYHQ�PHQ�DOZD\V�DVN�ZK\�,�GR�WKLQJV�WKLV�ZD\��,�
QR�ORQJHU�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKHVH�ZRUNVKRS�WKLQJV��VLWWLQJ�LQ�KRWHOV�DQG�
GRLQJ�WKLQJV��7KH\�GRQ¶W�EULQJ�WKH�GHVLUHG�UHVXOWV��:H�KDYH�EHHQ�
KDYLQJ�ZRUNVKRSV��IRUXPV�DQG�WDONLQJ�IRU�\HDUV�EXW�ZH�GLGQ¶W�JHW�
the results. Now it’s time for action. We need to act to turn around 
things in Zimbabwe.

Q:  Were your children aware that you were in prison? And if 

so how did they get to know?

LM:  <HV�WKH\�ZHUH�DZDUH��0\�¿UVW�FKLOG�ZDV�WROG�E\�P\�PRWKHU�DQG�
WKH�RWKHUV�E\�P\�PDLG��$W�¿UVW�,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WKH�SHRSOH�,�ZDV�
sharing the house with to know. My maid would comfort the 
children, telling them that mommy is coming home soon.

Q:  Have you spoken to them? And what has been their reaction? 

LM:  I am yet to see them but I spoke to them as soon as I got out 
RI�MDLO�DQG�WROG�WKHP�PRPP\�LV�¿QDOO\�IUHH�DQG�FRPLQJ�KRPH��
7KH\�ZHUH�YHU\�KDSS\��(YHQ�ZKHQ�,�FDOOHG�WKHP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
morning they told me they hardly slept. They were singing and 
praying and praising God that I had been released. 

Q:  You were arrested with several others who were all freed on 

bail much earlier than you… How did this affect you?

LM:  To tell you the truth I knew I wasn’t going to be released. The 
JX\V�,�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�ZLWK�,�GLGQ¶W�HYHQ�NQRZ�WKHP�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�
D�GUDJQHW�DUUHVW��$IWHU�,�ZDV�¿UVW�UHOHDVHG�LQ�-XQH�IROORZLQJ�P\�
arrest at Africa Unity Square I knew I was going to be arrested 
again soon because there was this word going around that I was 
WKLV�ZRPDQ�JRLQJ�DURXQG�LQÀXHQFLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH��,�
KDYH�JRW�WKLV�QDWXUDO�ÀDLU�RI�UHODWLQJ�WR�SHRSOH�ZLWK�VLWXDWLRQV�RQ�
the ground and change the way they think. And I know that these 
people, especially the state agents, know what I am capable of 
EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�IROORZLQJ�PH�VLQFH�P\�WUDGH�XQLRQ�GD\V�
in 2012 so they really wanted me out of the picture. That I know 
DQG�,�KDYH�DOZD\V�WROG�WKHP�WKDW�\RX�FDQ¶W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�EHFDXVH�
I was ordained by God for a time like this.

 I was once abducted in 2012 in Bulawayo by State security 
agents. They failed to beat me up and that’s when I knew God 
was on my side. I asked them how can you abduct me and want 
WR�DEXVH�PH�ZKHQ�,�DP�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�P\�PRQH\�WKDW�,�ZRUNHG�IRU��
I asked them that, can you go to work for two months without 
D�VDODU\�EXW��,�KDYH�JRQH�IRU����PRQWKV��$QG�HYHU\�WLPH�WKHVH�
people called me they would ask me kuti urikutumwa nani (who 
is sending you), who is paying you? 

 Honestly, how can you ask me such questions when I  
am suffering?  It’s my suffering that has made me do what I am 
GRLQJ��,¶P�KHDYLO\�LQ�GHEW�EHFDXVH�,�ZRUNHG�IRU�\HDUV�ZLWKRXW�
a salary and it’s not a secret but I shouldn’t be in that situation 
EHFDXVH� ,� KDG� D� SURIHVVLRQ�� ,� ZDV� D� WUDLQ� GULYHU� VLQFH� ������ 
I had a salary but I was made to get into that situation because of 
the lawlessness and the lack of compassion on workers and no 
labour rights and no rule of law in Zimbabwe.

Q:  Why did they take you to Chikurubi Maximum Prison and 

not Harare Remand Prison? Did you ask?

LM:  On the 9th of September, when I went to court in Mbare, about 
a fortnight before there had been a rumour that a prisoner had 
KHDUG�RQH�RI� WKH�SULVRQ�RI¿FHUV�VD\LQJ� WKH\�ZDQWHG� WR�SRLVRQ�
PH�VD\LQJ��LW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�SRLVRQ�/LQGD�EHFDXVH�VKH�HDWV�IRRG� 
from outside. So when she informed me, I got angry. I got bitter 
and I wanted to confront that prison guard because she was in 
the company of women we did not know. When you stay in a 
prison for long you tend to know who works there. But those 
faces were new. So it is like they were under pressure to do 
something to me. But I had made this resolution that I was not 
going to eat anything from the prison. 

� (YHQWXDOO\�WKH\�VDLG�,�FDQ�JHW�P\�IRRG�FRRNHG�WKHUH�

� (YHQWXDOO\�,�FRQIURQWHG�WKH�2I¿FHU�LQ�&KDUJH�DQG�VDLG�µ,�KHDU�
there are some people who want to kill me. What is going on?’ 
6R��HYHU\RQH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�VWRU\�ZDV�FDOOHG�LQ��7KHQ�ZH�KDG�D�
meeting with a prison guard called Choga who said: ‘No, your 
source was listening to chats between prison guards and got 
lost and put things out of context. We were saying long 
EDFN�WKRVH�LQYROYHG�LQ�SROLWLFV�ZRXOG�EH�DUUHVWHG�¶�,�WKHQ�
DVNHG�ZK\�� LQ� WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�� WKH\�ZHUH�GLVFXVVLQJ�
the issue. They were now saying; we were not 
planning to poison you. We were just talking 
about what used to happen long back. So I 
then made a resolution that I would not 
eat food from the prison. I then agreed 
ZLWK�WKH�2I¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�
get my own person who would cook 
my food because I did not trust them 
anymore. I told them that there 
ZDV� QR� VPRNH� ZLWKRXW� ¿UH�� 6R�
on the 9th of September when I 
got back from court at around 
8pm, I went to the clinic to 
JHW� PHGLFDWLRQ� VLQFH� ,� KDYH�
XOFHUV�DQG�,�DP�K\SHUWHQVLYH��
Usually after court I would 
get my food in the cell and 
eat it there. I had been trying 
to get a card (permission) 
WR� KDYH� IRRG� LQ� WKH� FHOO�
because I eat regularly. 
But they were deliberately 
delaying the process so I 
would smuggle my food 
into the cell. So one day 
they threw away my 
food shouting ‘she eats 
delicious meals here in 
prison. Who does she 
think she is?’ But the 
truth is I only eat light 
food, not delicious 
food as they falsely 
claimed. So when I 
got there I was hungry 
and had taken some 
medication. I had last 
eaten at 1pm. 

� :H� PDGH� QRLVH� LQ� WKH� FHOO� EHFDXVH� HYHU\RQH� KDG� WKHLU� IRRG�
thrown away. In other cells they would do it, but not in my cell. 
6R�RQ� WKLV�GD\� WKH\� WRRN�DGYDQWDJH�RI�P\�DEVHQFH�DQG� WKUHZ�
away food.

� :H�PDGH� QRLVH�� VDQJ� HWF��:H� HYHQ� WROG� WKHP� WKDW� WKH\� VWROH�
IRRG� GRQDWHG� E\� GRQRUV� IRU� SULVRQHUV�� 7KH� RI¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH�
was called and we discussed the issue and she said the issue 
ZRXOG�EH�UHVROYHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PRUQLQJ��,Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ�ZKHQ�
WKH� RI¿FHU�LQ�FKDUJH� FDPH�� VKH� KDG� FKDQJHG� JRDO� SRVWV�� 6KH�
was shouting and screaming at us, telling us that we couldn’t 
do what we wanted in prison. We then said: It is OK, this is a 
SULVRQ��<RX�FDQ�GR�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW��:H�MXVW�ZDQW�WKH�IRRG�WKDW�
you threw away.       

Q:  You are now free. Where to from here?

LM:  ,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�NHHS�RQ�¿JKWLQJ��7KLQJV�DUH�EDG�LQ�=LPEDEZH���
<RX�FDQ¶W�MXVW�NHHS�TXLHW�DQG�ZDWFK�RXU�IXWXUH�JRLQJ�� �
down the drain. 

Activist in and out of Prison 
...How Linda Masarira changed Chikurubi Prison



HARARE-Judge President George Chiweshe will 
on Monday, October 3, rule on an application 
seeking to set aside a proclamation by Zimbabwe 
Republic Police (ZRP) to ban marches and 
demonstrations in central Harare.

Last week, the High Court heard 
DUJXPHQWV�IURP�=LPEDEZH�'LYLQH�
Destiny, Democratic Assembly 
for Restoration and Empower-
ment (DARE), National Elec-
toral Reform Agenda (NERA), 
Combined Harare Residents 
Association (CHRA) and 
6WHQGULFN�=YRUZDG]D��ZKR�
are challenging the legality of 
*RYHUQPHQW�1RWLFH�1R������
A of 2016 sponsored by Zim-
babwe Republic Police (ZRP) 
Chief Superintendent Newbert 
Saunyama that restricts the 
right to demonstrate.

They are represented by Tendai 
Biti and Dzimbabwe Chimbga 
of Zimbabwe Lawyers for 
Human Rights. 

The two lawyers last week argued that the ban 
was unconstitutional as it was not proportional 

and did not comply with the 
principles of  

natural justice. 

“Further the proclamation breaches Section 58, 59, 
60, 61,66(2) 67 (2), 68 of the Constitution as well 
DV�SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�-XVWLFH�$FW�´�
said ZLHR in a statement after the application had 
EHHQ�¿OHG�DW�WKH�+LJK�&RXUW�WZR�ZHHNV�DJR��

This application comes after Justice Priscilla 
Chigumba on 7 September 2016 declared as 
unconstitutional an earlier ban on demonstrations 
for two weeks. 

Police proceeded to announce another ban after 
Justice Chigumba’s ruling. Since July, Zimbabwe 
KDV�EHHQ�URFNHG�E\�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�ZDYH�RI�DQWL�

JRYHUQPHQW�SURWHVWV�QDWLRQZLGH��

7KH� SURWHVWRUV� ZDQW� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� WR� ¿[� WKH�
economy, end corruption and respect human rights.

+RZHYHU�� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� KDV� GHVFHQGHG� RQ� WKH�
SURWHVWRUV�ZLWK�KHDY\�KDQGHGQHVV�±�¿ULQJ�WHDUJDV��
water cannons and in some cases beating up 
protestors and journalists.

At some one point, last month, the opposition 
FODLPHG� WKDW� OLYH� DPPXQLWLRQ� KDG� EHHQ� XVHG� WR�
disperse protestors in some parts of Harare, a 
FKDUJH�SROLFH�YHKHPHQWO\�GHQLHG��
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Fostering a culture 
of human rights

03 October 2016

Protests ban ruling beckons

Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly 
resolution 45/111 of 14 December 1990

1.  All prisoners shall be treated with the respect 
GXH�WR�WKHLU�LQKHUHQW�GLJQLW\�DQG�YDOXH�DV�
human beings.

2.  There shall be no discrimination on the 
grounds of race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national 
or social origin, property, birth or other 
status.

���� ,W�LV��KRZHYHU��GHVLUDEOH�WR�UHVSHFW�WKH�
religious beliefs and cultural precepts of the 
JURXS�WR�ZKLFK�SULVRQHUV�EHORQJ��ZKHQHYHU�
local conditions so require.

4.  The responsibility of prisons for the custody 
of prisoners and for the protection of society 
against crime shall be discharged in keeping 
ZLWK�D�6WDWH¶V�RWKHU�VRFLDO�REMHFWLYHV�DQG�LWV�
fundamental responsibilities for promoting 
WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�DOO�

members of society.

5.  Except for those limitations that are 
demonstrably necessitated by the fact of 
incarceration, all prisoners shall retain the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms set 
RXW�LQ�WKH�8QLYHUVDO�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�+XPDQ�
Rights, and, where the State concerned 
LV�D�SDUW\��WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RYHQDQW�RQ�
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and 
WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RYHQDQW�RQ�&LYLO�DQG�
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
thereto, as well as such other rights as are set 
RXW�LQ�RWKHU�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�FRYHQDQWV�

���� $OO�SULVRQHUV�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�WDNH�
SDUW�LQ�FXOWXUDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�
DLPHG�DW�WKH�IXOO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�
personality.

7.  Efforts addressed to the abolition of solitary 
FRQ¿QHPHQW�DV�D�SXQLVKPHQW��RU�WR�WKH�
restriction of its use, should be undertaken 
and encouraged.

8.  Conditions shall be created enabling 
prisoners to undertake meaningful 
remunerated employment which will 
facilitate their reintegration into the 
country’s labour market and permit them to 
FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�DQG�
to that of their families.

���� 3ULVRQHUV�VKDOO�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�KHDOWK�
VHUYLFHV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLWKRXW�
discrimination on the grounds of their legal 
situation.

10.  With the participation and help of the 
community and social institutions, and 
ZLWK�GXH�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�YLFWLPV��
IDYRXUDEOH�FRQGLWLRQV�VKDOO�EH�FUHDWHG�IRU�WKH�
reintegration of the ex-prisoner into society 
under the best possible conditions.

�����7KH�DERYH�3ULQFLSOHV�VKDOO�EH� 
applied impartially.

6RXUFH��KWWS���ZZZ�RKFKU�RUJ�

Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners

(1)  Any person who is arrested -
(c)  must be treated humanely and with 

respect for their inherent dignity;
(d)  must be released unconditionally or 

on reasonable conditions, pending 
a charge or trial, unless there are 
compelling reasons justifying their 
continued detention; and…

(5)  Any person who is detained, 
including a sentenced prisoner, has 
the right - ...  
(d)  to conditions of detention that 
are consistent with human dignity, 
including the opportunity for 
SK\VLFDO�H[HUFLVH�DQG�WKH�SURYLVLRQ��
at State expense, of adequate 
accommodation, ablution facilities, 
personal hygiene, nutrition, 
appropriate reading material and 
medical treatment;

Constitution of Zimbabwe
Section 50 Rights of arrested 
and detained persons

.QRZ�<RXU�5LJKWV

Constitution of Zimbabwe: 

58. Freedom of assembly and association

���(YHU\�SHUVRQ�KDV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�DVVHPEO\�DQG�DVVRFLDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�ULJKW�QRW�WR�
assemble or associate with others.

2. No person may be compelled to belong to an association or to attend a meeting or gathering.

59. Freedom to demonstrate and petition

� (YHU\�SHUVRQ�KDV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�DQG�WR�SUHVHQW�SHWLWLRQV��EXW�WKHVH�ULJKWV�PXVW�EH�
exercised peacefully.

.QRZ�<RXU�5LJKWV

Stendrick Zvorwadza

2Q�WKH�IURQWOLQH���=/+5�ODZ\HUV�7HQGDL�%LWL�DQG�']LPEDEZH�&KLPEJD�VSHDNLQJ�WR�MRXUQDOLVWV�DIWHU�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WKH�EDQ�RQ�SURWHVWV�LQ�
central Harare


