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Representatives from Zimbabwean Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) last week met in Harare ahead of the second round of the United Nations Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) to assess progress towards implementation of recommendations accepted by government during the 2011 round. CSO representatives noted that constitutional rights 
are still under threat. For example, cases of torture and police brutality are still rampant despite government agreeing to criminalise torture and prevent all forms of torture 
and inhuman or degrading treatment and ensure full accountability of perpetrators and redress and rehabilitation to victims. The UPR, according to the UN, is a unique 
process which involves a periodic review of the human rights records of all 193 UN Member States. It provides an opportunity for all States to declare what actions they 
have taken to improve the human rights situations in their countries and to overcome challenges to the enjoyment of human rights. Picture Credit; Lizwe Jamela

HARARE-Attacks on the judiciary, open violence against protestors 
and bystanders by the police, mass arrests and now a ban on 
demonstrations in Harare’s central business district. Zimbabwe’s 
democracy is truly on shaky ground as evidenced by the events of 
recent months, despite the country’s progressive Constitution.

To make matters worse, institutions that are mandated with protecting 
the Constitution and people’s rights seem ineffective. 

Only last week Parliament failed to debate a motion on police brutality 
because the majority of MPs would rather see armed police officers 
continue to brutalise Zimbabweans in violation of constitutionally 
guaranteed rights.

Section 119 of the Constitution in part states that: “Parliament must 
protect this Constitution and promote democratic governance in 
Zimbabwe.” (See Know Your Rights).

Yet when MP for Kuwadzana Honourable Nelson Chamisa sought to 
have the House of Assembly debate the wanton violation of people’s 
constitutional rights by the police, hordes of MPs walked out in 
protest -twice

“Parliament has a duty to defend the Constitution. That is what I was 
asking MPs to do, defend the Constitution but some of our colleagues 
are in bed with the very same people violating the Constitution so 
they have chosen to abdicate their responsibilities. It is sad,” Hon. 
Chamisa, a lawyer, told The Legal Monitor in an interview last week.

The motion, which has now been tabled again, calls on the Minister of 
Home Affairs, who oversees the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP), 
to investigate the conduct of the police and report his findings to 
Parliament as well as publicly apologise over the untoward conduct 
of some police officers.

“We want dignified institutions of the State, the police and 
Parliament included. We want dignified citizens. So in order to have 
proper citizens we must have proper institutions of the State,” said 
Advocate Chamisa.

Read full interview and timeline on the walkout on Page 3. 

MOTION ON POLICE BRUTALITY 
Proposer Hon N. Chamisa, Seconder Hon P. Sibanda

That this House: 

NOTING the disturbing images and video footage of men and   
women  in police uniform beating up innocent civilians

AWARE that the Police Charter rests on the settled principle of pro 
lege, pro patria, pro populi (for the law, for the country, for the 
people)

WORRIED by the recent behaviour and conduct of certain Police 
details in their handling and beating up of demonstrating and peace 
loving citizens.

CONCERNED with human rights abuses and rule by law instead 
rule of law, as instigated by certain police officers or persons 
masquerading as Police;

PERTURBED that the Minister responsible for the Police or the 
Commissioner General have not made efforts to censure or 
discipline the perpetrators who violated the National Constitution.

FURTHER CONCERNED that the bad behaviour of a few bad 
apples among the Police are creating animosity between citizens 
(people of Zimbabwe) and the Police

ACKNOWLEDGING that His Excellency President Mugabe has 
publicly condemned the public who were exercising their rights 
without correspondingly condemning the Police for their abuse of 
citizen rights and that of the Constitution

NOW THEREFORE, calls upon the Minister of Home Affairs to:
(a)  Investigate the conduct of the Police and report to the Parliament
(b)  Issue a public apology over the untoward conduct of some of the  

 Police Officers
(c)  Immediately implement a training of Police on human rights as  

 part of their curriculum in terms of the Constitution.
(d)  Put in place an act of Parliament setting up an Independent   

 Complaints Mechanism for members of the public as   
 contemplated by Section 210 of the National Constitution and 

(e)  That Parliament sets up a Commission of Inquiry to investigate  
 into the conduct of such officers.

Role of Parliament
1. Parliament must protect this Constitution and promote democratic governance in Zimbabwe.
2. Parliament has power to ensure that the provisions of this Constitution are and that the State and all institutions and agencies of 

government at every level act constitutionally and in the national interest.
3. For the purposes of subsection (2), all institutions and agencies of the State and government at every level are accountable to Parliament.

Season of  
madness
…Rights under threat as MPs refuse to defend brutalised citizens

The Motion MPs  
refused to support:

Know Your Rights  Section 119 of the Zimbabwean Constitution
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Security laws affect your right to expression, 
association and assembly as enshrined in the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), the Universal Declaration of Human  
Rights (UDHR). 

When enjoying your right to associate and assemble in 
meetings and gatherings you must not interfere with 
human rights of others. 

The Public Order and Security Act (POSA) was 
promulgated into law by Parliament in 2002. POSA 
(as amended in 2008) seeks to regulate the exercise of 
the right to associate and assemble as enshrined in the 
Constitution of Zimbabwe.

The Dos:  

•  Organisers of public gathering to appoint a 
responsible person (convenor), a deputy and given 
names and addresses to regulatory  
authority (police). 

• Organisers of gathering or meeting must give 
written notice to Officer Commanding District or 
most senior police officer in the area of gathering. 

•  Written notice must be given seven days before 
demonstration or procession and five days before 
public meeting. 

•  During an election period written notice for a public 
meeting must be given three days in advance. 

•  If convenor not able to write notice police must do it 
for you. 

•  Police can call for a meeting if credible information 
is received on oath that the gathering can result in 
some disorder. 

•  Gatherings of 15 or less people are excluded from 
giving notice. 

•  Meetings of organisations and political parties that 
are not public are exempt from giving notice  
to police. 

•  Failure to give notice can result in arrest, payment 
of a fine or imprisonment.  

Written notice checklist  
For a public meeting:  
•  Name, address, telephone or fax number of 

convenor and the details of the person acting as  
the deputy.

•  Name of organisation, or convenor.
•  Time, date, duration and purpose of gathering. 
•  Place where meeting is to be held, number  

of participants. 
•  Number and names of marshals who will be 

appointed by convenor and any distinguishing 
features of marshals.  

For a procession:  
•  The exact and complete route, time, place where 

participants must assemble. 
•  Time of commencement of demonstration.
•  Time and place where the procession or public 

demonstration is to end and the participants are  
to disperse.  

•  The manner in which the participants will be 
transported to the place of assembly and from the 
point of dispersal. 

•  Number and types of vehicles in any, which are to 
form part of the procession.

•  In cases where there is a petition to be handed over, 
the names and place where the petition is to be 
handed over.   

Meeting with regulating authority:  
•  The Police can request for a meeting or consultation 

to negotiate with the convenor to amend the contents 
of a notice; upon such amendment the police must 
notify the convenor of the amendments.

•  If there is a threat to public order in various forms 
the police can call for a consultation with the 
convenor together with other  
interested stakeholders.

•  If the police make a decision the convenor must 
be notified in writing. When the convenor cannot 
be reasonably indentified notification from the 
police can in various forms such as the newspaper 
circulation in his/her area, the radio or  
television etc.   

The DON’Ts: 

•  Do not gather within 100 metres of the vicinity of 
the Magistrates Court, High Court, Supreme Court 
or any other protected area. Unless you have written 
permission form the Chief Justice, Judge President, 
or responsible authority of the concerned place. 

•  Do not gather within 20 metres from Parliament 
unless you have written permission in writing from 
the Speaker of Parliament. 

•  When instructed to disperse by the police do not 
defy, the police can use force! 

Appeals to Court: 
Where the convenor of a public meeting or 
demonstration is aggrieved by any decision of the 
police prohibiting a demonstration or meeting must 
appeal at the Magistrates Court within area where or 
demonstration is to be held. 
•  Appeal must be made as soon as possible and will 

be dealt with on an urgent basis; 
•  The noting of an appeal shall not have the  

effect of suspending any prohibition order  
appealed against;  

For further information on POSA contact: 6th Floor, Beverley Court 
100 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare, Zimbabwe
Phone: +263 4 764 085/ 705 370/ 708 118
Email:  info@zlhr.org.zw, www.zlhr.org.zw  

or follow us on: Twitter@ZLHRLawyers

Knowing Your Security Laws The Public Order and Security Act (POSA)

The Zimbabwe Republic Police is increasingly resorting to the Public Order and Security Act to ban peaceful protests. The law enforcement agents have also resorted to mass arrests, resulting 
in hundreds of people being arrested in the last three months for exercising their right to demonstrate and petition. In this edition, The Legal Monitor publishes information that could be helpful 
in dealing with the current situation



HARARE-The Legal Monitor (LM) sat down with Hon. Nelson 
Chamisa (NC) to discuss his Motion on police brutality and the 
walkout by ruling ZANU-PF MPs. Read on…

LM: What is the status of your motion now?

NC: The Motion has now been tabled before Parliament. Initially, I 
wanted it as an urgent Motion. But that did not succeed. We had 
to resort to putting it on the ordinary motion roll. The good news 
is that it is now appearing on the Order Paper. It is now item 16 
out of the 49 on the Ordinary Members’ list.

LM: What motivated you to introduce the motion?

NC: It is because of a number of reasons actually. I am an advocate 
of superior courts. I have a duty to uphold the rule of law. I 
have a duty to ensure that the governance is respected. I have 
a duty to defend the Constitution, not just as a lawyer, but 
also as a Member of Parliament. In terms of section 119 of the 
Constitution of Zimbabwe, Parliament is actually supposed 
to exercise oversight and to ensure that the Constitution is 
respected. And in terms of section 44 of the Constitution, all 
organs of the State are supposed to be bound by the Constitution.  
So we want rule of law, not rule by law. Our police must be pro-
people. Our police must be pro-law and pro-country.  

 Clearly, what has been 
happening is  a situation 
whereby certain members 
of our police force are   
getting away with   
murder – clearly and 
metaphorically. And that 
cannot be allowed. 
  
We have a 
duty from a 
Parliamentary 
perspective to make sure 
that we exercise oversight 
over the Executive. And to make 
that we are also legislating properly. 
So section 210 of the Constitution requires 
an Independent Complaint Commission to be in 
place on account of legislation. That Act has not been 
put in place, so I am also calling upon the government 
expedite implementation of this institution of re-alignment 
of this process and having this important mechanism so that 
members of the public have access to restorative justice, 
rehabilitative justice and even restitutionary justice. People 
need to know who has violated their rights. People 
need to know who is abusing them. People need to 
be compensated by the State and by those in their 
individual capacities who do such iniquitous and 
barbaric acts. This is not expected in the  
21st century. 

 So all this motivated me to come up with  
the Motion.   

LM: But it seems you don’t have support from some 
of your colleagues in Parliament…why should 
people trust in that institution when it cannot 
support such a motion? 

NC: Clearly, MPs from the ruling party 
are indifferent to the suffering of 
the people. And then of course, 
have been finding it very difficult 
to handle this one because it is 
factual. We are not attacking 
anyone. This is reality.  
This is very clear that we 
are simply exercising 
our duty and mandate 
as Parliamentarians to 
make sure that we bring 
those who violate the 
Constitution to account. 
And we are also calling 
upon the Executive to 
implement laws that are 
not being implemented. 
Clearly, if one was to have 
regard to the conduct of 
our colleagues in ZANU 
PF, they are scared of 
debating this issue. 

 But if anything, they must be motivated. It is wrong for people 
to be afraid of the government; the government must be afraid 
of the people. It shouldn’t be any other way. If the government 
is afraid of the people, then we enjoy our democracy. But if the 
government is terrorising people and people are afraid, then 
that is tyranny and that is what we are fighting to get rid of. 

LM: What will it take to end 
all this…the acts you 
describe as tyranny?

NC: I think it requires our 
collective efforts. This is 
about us as Zimbabweans. 
This is not about ZANU-
PF. This is not about the 
Movement for Democratic 
Change. No! We cannot 
leave this to Zimbabwe 
Lawyers for Human Rights 
or any civic organisation 
alone. We all have to be 
part of it and help ZLHR in 
its fight to end this kind of 
situation. It is about who we 
are as a people. It is about 
the Zimbabwe we want, 
the Ubuntu, and the dignity 
of the people. We want 
dignified institutions of the 
State, the police included. 
We want dignified citizens. 
So in order to have proper 
citizens we must have 
we must have proper 
institutions of the State. 
As individuals, we need 
to remind Mr Mugabe or 
whoever is a president 
that a president is only a 

president where there 
are residents and 

these are the 
r e s i d e n t s 

b e i n g 

brutalised by the police; terrorised day in day out.  Let us build 
a country – a prosperous country; where liberty is not only a 
cherished idea but a lived reality. 

Below, The Legal Monitor publishes an account by Veritas on the 
walkout by MPs as Hon. Chamisa attempted to introduce his Motion.

Walk-Outs over Motion on Police Brutality
The National Assembly was scheduled to hear the Minister of Finance’s presentation of the Mid- 
Term Fiscal Policy Review on 18th August. 

The Review was delayed but the Assembly still sat on that day to deal with other business. 

The intention was that it would then adjourn until Thursday 8th September, the new date for the 
Review. What happened instead was that the Assembly had three unscheduled sittings caused by 
ZANU-PF MPs walking out of the House and leaving it without a quorum.  

Walk-Outs over Motion on Police Brutality
At the start of National Assembly’s sitting on Thursday 18th, Hon Chamisa, with the support of at 
least 25 MPs of his own party, was granted leave in terms of Standing Order 59 to move a motion to 
adjourn the House on a definite matter of urgent public importance (police brutality against citizens 
exercising their constitutional right to protest).  

In accordance with the Standing Order Hon Chamisa then had the right to move his motion at 5.15 
pm.  (Note: Standing Order 59 makes special provision for an MP “to move the adjournment of the 
House for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance”. 

The procedure is that the matter must first be raised with the Speaker who, if he considers the matter 
is indeed a definite matter of urgent public importance, must then call on MPs who support the 
motion to rise in their places. 

If at least 25 MPs rise, the Speaker must then declare the leave of the House to have been granted 
and the matter must stand over until 5.15 pm, when other business will be interrupted and the MP 
will be free to move his motion.)

As 5.15 pm approached, however, ZANU-PF MPs staged a walk-out, reducing the number present 
to fewer than the 70 required for a quorum of the House. 

A ZANU-PF objection to continuing without a quorum precipitated a mandatory adjournment to 
Friday morning in terms of Standing Order 56.  

(Note: Where a quorum cannot be formed, this Standing Order requires the presiding officer to 
adjourn the House, without debate, to the next sitting day. 

Standing Order 1 defines “sitting day” as a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday that is 
not a public holiday. 

So Friday is a sitting day, even though the Houses very seldom sit on Fridays.)

On Friday morning only 44 MPs showed up and there was an objection to 
continuing, which forced another mandatory adjournment to the next sitting 

day – which was Tuesday 23rd August.  Hence the unplanned sitting on 
that day.  

Another walkout on Tuesday. Tuesday’s hearing began with 
a satisfactory initial turnout of 170 MPs and Hon Chamisa 
informing the Speaker that he believed MPs were now prepared 
to debate his police brutality motion. 

For the second time the Speaker gave him leave to move 
his motion at 5.15 pm, but warned that this would be Hon 
Chamisa’s last chance under Standing Order 59; if the 

motion failed this time, it would not be entertained again and 
Hon Chamisa would have to pursue other strategies to ventilate 
the police brutality issue. 

In the event, before Hon Chamisa’s motion was due to come up 
at 5.15 pm, another ZANU-PF walk-out brought about another 
mandatory no-quorum adjournment, to Wednesday, 24th August.

Wednesday’s sitting  The National Assembly, therefore, had a 
third unscheduled sitting on 24th August. 

Hon Chamisa did not repeat his attempt to move his police brutality 
motion as a definite matter of urgent public importance.  

(Note:  Hon Chamisa’s motion now appears on the Order Paper as 
an ordinary Private Member’s motion; it is item 16 of 49, last in the 
queue of other Private Member’s motions waiting their turn to be 
moved, but ahead of motions already being debated.)
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Parliament has a duty to defend the Constitution...Hon. Chamisa

Abandoning the people



HARARE-Several juveniles were again part of those arrested and detained 
by the police over demonstrations, a development described by human rights 
lawyers as worrying.

Three juveniles were part of 70 people nabbed in dragnet arrests by the police, 
forcing Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights to intervene.

Three juveniles, who include Takudzwa Marimbike aged 16 years of 
Kuwadzana high-density suburb and Macdonald Makwezve aged 17 years 
of Kuwadzana high density suburb, were released into the custody of their 
lawyers from ZLHR when they appeared in court on Saturday 27 August 2016. 

They were part of 70 people arrested on Friday 26 August 2016 in Harare 
and charged with committing public violence in contravention of Section 
36 (1) (a) of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act Chapter 9:23. 
Prosecutors alleged that 68 of the 70 people teamed up on Friday 26 August 
2016 and gathered at an open space between Rainbow Towers and the Interpol 
offices adjacent to Harare Magistrates Court, where they convened a public 
meeting during which they conspired to cause “sporadic public violence.”

The prosecutors charged that the accused persons assaulted Zimbabwe 
Republic Police (ZRP) officers in Harare’s Central Business District (CBD), 
set ablaze some informal traders’ stalls at Copacabana bus terminus, stoned 
two state-owned vehicles belonging to the ZRP, a Scania lorry registration 
number ZRP535X and a Landrover Defender vehicle.

The State also alleged that the accused persons stoned privately owned 
vehicles, breaking open business shops and looting various clothes, groceries 
and property and disturbing the peace, security or order of the public.

Prosecutors claimed that all the accused persons are affiliated to pressure 
groups and political parties, which are against the smooth running of the state 
of affairs of the country.

Among the 70 people, who are all represented by ZLHR were senior citizens, 
including Rihana Mhondiwa aged 68 years of Warren Park high-density suburb, 
Fredman Mbanjeshoma aged 68 years of Mabvuku high-density suburb, Isaac 
Muronzi aged 52 years of St Mary’s high-density suburb in Chitungwiza, 
Lucky Mutakuragumbo aged 52 years of Glendale and some informal traders, 
security guards and some unemployed people, who were rounded up in  
the CBD. 

Even accredited freelance journalist James Jemwa aged 40 years, is among 
the 70 people charged with committing public violence together with pro-
democracy campaigner Gift Siziba, aged 23 years of Mt Pleasant suburb.

Magistrate Chikwekwe also conducted remand proceedings for Almon Peta at 
Avenues Clinic after the 27 year-old was hospitalised at the medical facility. 
Peta sustained an injury at Copacabana bus terminus, where he fell on a broken 
glass during a stampede caused by police officers throwing tear gas canisters  
and water. 

Regarding 35 year-old Promise Dalubuhle Mkwananzi and Bruce Usviso aged 
26 years, prosecutors charged that the two were part of a group of people who 
gathered along Nelson Mandela Avenue in central Harare on Wednesday 24 
August 2016 and went on the rampage assaulting members of the security 
forces and set ablaze state owned properties which include two vehicles, a 
Ford Ranger registration number ZRP 046R belonging to ZRP, a Mazda BT 
50 vehicle registration number ACM 2668 belonging to Zimbabwe Republic 
Corporation. Mkwananzi, the State alleged, is the head of Tajamuka group.
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HARARE-Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 
(ZLHR) has expressed concern at recent attacks 
directed at the judiciary by the state-run Herald 
and Sunday Mail newspapers and some public 
figures.

The judiciary came under attack in the State-run 
newspapers and broadcaster ZBC, after ruling 
that demonstrations planned for Harare recently 
should proceed and that the police should not 
interfere with the demonstrations.

The judiciary has over the years ruled against 
moves by the police to ban demonstrations, 
insisting that the Constitution guarantees the right 
to demonstrate and petition.

However, such rulings have angered members of 
the ruling elite, resulting in threats and criticism 
directed at the judiciary.

In articles published in the Herald on Saturday 
27 August 2016, titled “Time Zanu PF Used Its 

Two Thirds Majority” and on Monday 29 August 
2016, titled “Whither Zimbabwe’s Judiciary?” 
as well as the Sunday Mail of Sunday 28 August 
2016, titled “The duty of the four estates” - the 
state-controlled media resumed its long-standing 
and relentless attacks on the judiciary. 

ZLHR said such actions brazenly interfered 
with the independence and integrity of this arm  
of government.

“The articles, amongst other things, unfairly and 
unlawfully criticise a recent court order handed 
down on Friday 26 August 2016 by a High Court 
judge who interdicted Zimbabwe Republic Police 
(ZRP) officers from interfering with, obstructing 
or stopping a demonstration organised to demand 
significant electoral reforms by a coalition of 
legitimate political parties in the country in line 
with constitutionally guaranteed rights,” said 
ZLHR in a statement last week.

ZLHR said the comments and deliberate selection 
of words in the articles raised serious questions 

about the intentions of the media houses and 
those behind the writing and publication of  
the articles.

Such statements are reckless and undermine the 
administration of justice and the independence and 
integrity of the judiciary. The pronouncements 
are inconsistent with the Constitution and cannot 
be said to be fair comment, the organization said.

“ZLHR considers such articles to be in contempt 
of court, unwarranted, calculated to bring the 
administration of justice into disrepute and 
designed to instill fear and reduce independence 
of mind and action of members of the judiciary.

Section 164 (1) of the Constitution provides that: 
“The courts are independent and are subject only 
to this Constitution and the law, which they must 
apply impartially, expeditiously and without fear, 
favour or prejudice”, while Section 164 (2) plainly 
provides that: “The independence, impartiality 
and effectiveness of the courts are central to the 

rule of law and democratic governance.”

ZLHR made the following recommendations in 
the wake of the attacks on the judiciary:

Calls upon journalists and media houses to fairly 
and accurately report on judicial processes and 
refrain from incendiary and intimidating comment 
and/or opinion which is clearly calculated to 
interfere with the functions and independence of 
the judiciary and to intimidate judicial officers 
from executing their judicial duties without fear 
or favour;

Urges the government to take all necessary 
measures to ensure the protection of judges and 
to respect and defend the independence of the 
judiciary; and

Calls upon the Judicial Service Commission 
to promptly take appropriate action and stern 
measures against the unrestrained and direct 
attack, intimidation and contempt of its 
judicial officers by members of the executive  
and legislature.

#Tajamuka spokesperson Promise Mkwananzi stepping out of the prisons vehicle while handcuffed. 
Mkwananzi was denied bail after he was arrested over protests that rocked Harare recently. 
Picture Credit: Thelma Chikwanha

HARARE/BULAWAYO-On Wednesday 31 August, seven Bulawayo residents were arrested and  
charged with Criminal nuisance as defined in section 46 of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) 
Act Chapter 9:23 will appear before the Magistrates Court.

The seven, who include freelance journalist Crispen Ndlovu and a juvenile, were picked up for allegedly 
participating in a protest in Bulawayo. They were arrested for allegedly staging or attempting to stage a 
demonstration in the country’s second largest city.

In Harare, Lawrence Tanga and Taurayi Chodeya who were arrested on Wednesday and are being charged 
with Malicious Damage to Property as defined in Section 140 of the Criminal Law (Codification and 
Reform) Act Chapter 9:23 appeared before a Mbare Magistrate where they their ZLHR lawyers challenged 
further placement on remand they will appear before the magistrate for ruling tomorrow.

The two who were arrested in Glen Norah allegedly connived with others who are still at large to engage 
in public violence by barricading the road with stones as well as stoning a C200 Mercedes Benz.

Hands off judiciary
….ZLHR says unwarranted attacks on the judiciary unacceptable

ZLHR rescues juveniles 
detained over protests

Journalist, juvenile arrested in Bulawayo over protests

HARARE-Human rights lawyers on Friday 26 
August endured a hectic day as they mounted 
searches for several political and human rights 
activists, who were reported missing after they 
were picked up by some state security agents and 
police officers in a retributive exercise following 
the suppression of anti-government protests.

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) 
deployed its members across some police stations 
located in Harare in search of human rights 
campaigner Gift Ostallos Siziba, who was seized 
and bundled into a vehicle in central Harare 
during a High Court sanctioned protest to demand 
substantive electoral reforms.

Siziba was later located at Harare Central Police 
Station, where ZLHR lawyers also discovered 
that Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) officers 
had rounded up several political and human rights 
activists including a pregnant women. 

ZLHR lawyers are also still searching for freelance 
photo-journalist James Jemwa, who is reported to 
have been seized while covering the Friday protest, 
which was blocked by ZRP officers who dispersed 
protesters and fired teargas canisters.

In Harare’s Glenview high-density suburb, some 
unidentified armed men raided the home of Kerina 
Dewah, a 61-year-old woman, who serves as the 
Vice Chairperson for the MDC-T party’s Harare 
province and seized her under some unexplained 
motives. ZLHR lawyers are working towards 
ascertaining her whereabouts.

ZRP officers also quizzed pro-democracy 
campaigner Sten Zvorwadza before releasing him 
without pressing a charge against him over his 
role in organising Wednesday’s anti-government 
protests in which protesters demonstrated against 
rising incidents of police brutality.

Protest aftermath -  
Hectic time  

as lawyers search  
for activists 


