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Preface

7KLV� SXEOLFDWLRQ� VSHDNV� DERXW� HQIRUFHG� GLVDSSHDUDQFHV� DQG� XQGHUVFRUHV�ZK\�
LW�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXH�RI �KXPDQ�ULJKWV�FRQFHUQ�JOREDOO\��,W�EHJLQV�E\�VHHNLQJ�
WR�GHP\VWLI\� WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI � ¶GLVDSSHDUDQFH·� LWVHOI�� H[SORULQJ� WKH�YDULRXV�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�GLVDSSHDU��WKHUHE\�GLVDJJUHJDWLQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�VFH-
QDULRV�LQWR�FDWHJRULHV�RI �GLVDSSHDUDQFH��8SRQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI �WKH�YDULRXV�FDWH-
JRULHV��HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DUH�WKHQ�SUREOHPDWLVHG�DQG�WKHUHDIWHU�EHFRPH�
WKH�SULPDU\�IRFXV�RI �WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ��ZLWK�GHÀQLWLRQV��KLVWRULFDO�EDFNJURXQG�DQG�
GHWDLOV�RQ�WKH�NH\�DVVRFLDWHG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LVVXHV�EHLQJ�JLYHQ��$IWHU�WKDW��WKHUH�
LV�D�GHWDLOHG�HODERUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ORFDO��UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LQVWUXPHQWV�WKDW�
RXWODZ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DQG�VHHN�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�VWDWHV�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG�
SURWHFW�WKHLU�FLWL]HQV�IURP�LW��7KH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�WKHQ�GHOYHV�LQWR�SHUVRQDO�DV�ZHOO�
DV� RUJDQL]DWLRQDO� VDIHW\� WLSV� IRU� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� GHIHQGHUV� DQG� FLYLO� VRFLHW\� RU-
JDQLVDWLRQV�ZKRVH�PHPEHUV�DUH�DW�ULVN�RI �HQIRUFHG�DEGXFWLRQV��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�
GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�SRVVLEOH�UHVSRQVHV�WR�ERWK�WKH�ULVN�DQG�UHDOLW\�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLV-
DSSHDUDQFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ORFDO��UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DGYRFDF\�DV�ZHOO�DV�OHJDO�
SDWKZD\V�WR�IROORZ�LQ�VHHNLQJ�MXVWLFH�IRU�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQV��7KLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�
PDNHV�YHU\�VLPSOLÀHG�DQG�HDV\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�UHDGLQJ�RQ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDU-
DQFH��ZLWK�WKH�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�WKDW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�&62V�
ZLOO�ÀQG�LW�D�XVHIXO�WRRO�DQG�ZRUN�DW�PLQLPLVLQJ�WKH�ULVN�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDU-
DQFH��
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1.0 Understanding the Phenomenon of  Disappearance

����'HÀQLQJ�(QIRUFHG�'LVDSSHDUDQFH

$V�GHÀQHG�XQGHU�$UWLFOH���RI �WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�
RI �$OO�3HUVRQV�IURP�(QIRUFHG�'LVDSSHDUDQFH��WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI ��´HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFHµ�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�the arrest, detention, abduction or any other form of  
deprivation of  liberty by agents of  the State or by persons or groups of  persons acting with the 
authorisation, support or acquiescence of  the State, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the 
deprivation of  liberty or by concealment of  the fate or whereabouts of  the disappeared person, 
which places such a person outside the protection of  the law i.

$PQHVW\�,QWHUQDWLRQDOii��VHHNV�WR�EULQJ�IXUWKHU�VLPSOLÀFDWLRQ�WR�WKLV�UDWKHU�WHFK-

QLFDO�GHÀQLWLRQ�DQG�JLYH�ZKDW�WKH\�WHUP�WKH�¶KXPDQ�VWRU\·��:KDW�EDVLFDOO\�KDS-

SHQV�WKHUHIRUH�LQ�DQ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�LV�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�RU�SHUVRQV�GLVDS-

SHDU�IURP�WKHLU�ORYHG�RQHV�DQG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\��ZLWK�VWDWH�RIÀFLDOV��RU�VRPHRQH�
DFWLQJ�ZLWK�VWDWH�FRQVHQW��DEGXFWLQJ�WKHP�IURP�WKH�VWUHHW��IURP�WKHLU�KRPH�RU�
DQ\�RWKHU�SODFH�DQG�GHWDLQLQJ�WKHP�LQFRPPXQLFDGR�L�H��LV�SHUPLWWHG�QR�FRQWDFW�
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�RXWVLGH�WKH�SODFH�RI �GHWHQWLRQ�RU�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��,Q�D�PDMRULW\�RI �
WKH�FDVHV��WKH�VWDWH��RU�LWV�DJHQWV��GHQLHV�DQ\�NQRZOHGJH�RYHU�WKH�ZKHUHDERXWV�RI �
WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQ�RU�SHUVRQV�RU�UHIXVHV�WR�VD\�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH��1RZ�VDYH�
IRU�MXVW�D�IHZ�OXFN\�RQHV��YLFWLPV�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�DUH�RIWHQ�QHYHU�UH-
OHDVHG�DQG�WKHLU�IDWH�ZRXOG�UHPDLQ�XQNQRZQ��(YHQ�LI �WKH\�HVFDSH�GHDWK�DQG�DUH�
HYHQWXDOO\�UHOHDVHG��WKH�SK\VLFDO�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�VFDUV�VWD\�ZLWK�WKHP�IRU�OLIH��

1.2 Why the Particular Focus on Enforced Disappearance?

:KDW�LV�FOHDU�WKHUHIRUH�IURP�WKH�GHÀQLWLRQ�DQG�H[SODQDWLRQ�DERYH�RI �ZKDW�HQ-

WDLOV�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�LV�WKH�SULPDU\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI �WKH�6WDWH��E\�FRP-

PLVVLRQ�RU�RPLVVLRQ���7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�GLIIHUV�ZLWK�RWKHU�
IRUPV�RI �GLVDSSHDUDQFH��IRU�LQVWDQFH�ZKHQ�D�SHUVRQ�GLVDSSHDUV�YROXQWDULO\��GLV-
DSSHDUDQFH�GXH�WR�DFFLGHQWV��GLVDVWHUV�RU�FRQÁLFWV�DQG�DOVR�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�DV�D�
FRQVHTXHQFH�RI �FRPPRQ�FULPHV��
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1RZ�ZLWKRXW�QHFHVVDULO\� WULYLDOLVLQJ� WKH�JUDYLW\�RI � WKH�RWKHU� IRUPV�RI �GLVDS-

SHDUDQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�QRQ�YROXQWDU\�W\SHV��ZKDW�LV�PRVW�GLVFRQFHUWLQJ�ZLWK�
HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�LV�WKDW�GXW\�EHDUHUV�ZKR�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�SURWHFWRUV�
RI �FLWL]HQV�EHFRPH�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�WKHPVHOYHV��,QGHHG��LQ�FDVHV�ZKHQ�SULYDWH�
DFWRUV�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�WKH�6WDWH�LV�QRW�LQYROYHG��QHLWKHU�GLUHFWO\�QRU�LQGLUHFW-
O\�� LWV�GXW\�ZRXOG�VWLOO�EH�WR�ÀQG�WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQ�DQG�WR�SURVHFXWH�WKH�
SHUSHWUDWRUV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�ODZ��1RZ�LI �OLDELOLW\�OLHV�SULPDULO\�ZLWK�WKH�
6WDWH��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WKHQ�EHFRPHV��ZKR�ZLOO�SURWHFW�WKH�FLWL]HQV"iii��,QGHHG�ZKLOH�
WKLV�IRUPV�D�FULWLFDO�DQJOH�WR�ZK\�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�VKRXOG�EH�D�PDWWHU�RI �
FRQFHUQ��DQRWKHU�DQJOH�LV�PDQLIHVW�LQ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��7R�
LQLWLDWH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�HIIHFWV�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��D�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�
ZRXOG�EH�XVHIXO�DV�D�PHDQV�RI �HPSKDVLV��DV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�

2.0 Origins of  Enforced Disappearances – A brief  historical               
      context

,W�LV�JHQHUDOO\�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�EHJDQ�ZLWK�
the Nacht und Nebel Erlass� �1LJKW�DQG�)RJ�'HFUHH��FUHDWHG�E\�$GROI �+LWOHU� LQ�
������3HUVRQV�IURP�WKH�RFFXSLHG�WHUULWRULHV�ZHUH�VHL]HG�DQG�WDNHQ�WR�*HUPDQ\�
ZKHUH� WKH\�ZHUH�H[HFXWHG�� ,Q� WKH�PHDQWLPH�� WKH�ZKHUHDERXWV�RI � WKH�PLVVLQJ�
SHUVRQV�UHPDLQHG�XQNQRZQ�WR�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�iv��7KH�LQWHQ-

WLRQV�RI �WKLV�GHFUHH�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�PDGH�FOHDU�LQ�D�OHWWHU�LQ�ZKLFK�:LOKHOP�.HLWHO��
WKH�&KLHI �RI �WKH�*HUPDQ�$UPHG�)RUFHV�+LJK�&RPPDQG��VWDWHG�WKDW�IRU�FULPHV�
DJDLQVW�WKH�5HLFK�“…the Führer thinks that in the case of  such offences life imprisonment, 
even life imprisonment with hard labour, is regarded as a weakness. An effective and lasting 
deterrent can be achieved only by the death penalty or by taking measures which leave the family 
and the population uncertain of  the fate of  the offender. The deportation to Germany serves 
this purpose...” (emphasis added). 

7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�PDLQ�DLP�RI �WKH�GHFUHH�DQG�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI �VHL]LQJ�SHUVRQV�DQG�
KDYLQJ�WKHP�GLVDSSHDUHG�ZDV�WR�EH�GHWHUUHQW��DQG�WR�FUHDWH��“uncertainty over the 
fate of  the prisoner among their relatives and acquaintances” was also elaborated on in a 

OHWWHU�E\�WKH�&KLHI �RI �WKH�*HUPDQ�6HFXULW\�3ROLFH�LQ������v��6XFK�SUDFWLFH�ZDV�
EHOLHYHG�WR�KDYH�D�GHWHUUHQW�HIIHFW�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�ULVN�RI �FUHDWLQJ�D�PDUW\U��
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6XFK�ZDV�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�+LWOHU�KDG�RI �WKH�HIIHFW�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�
ZRXOG�KDYH�RQ�UHODWLYHV�DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI �WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG��KHQFH�PDNLQJ�
use of  it as a strategy.

$V�FRQWHQGHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRU�/LQJKDPPDU���������LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO�WKH�����V�DQG�
����V�WKDW�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�EHFDPH�PRUH�ZLGHO\�SUDFWLVHG��WKLV�WLPH�E\�
WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�PLOLWDU\�UHJLPHV�VXFK�DV�LQ�*XDWHPDOD�DQG�%UD]LO��1RWDEO\��
LW�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�1RQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�2UJDQLVDWLRQV��1*2V��WKDW�
EHJDQ�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�SUDFWLFH�ZLWK�WKH�WHUP�´HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHµ�per se��,W�LV�
DOVR�UHFRUGHG�WKDW�WKH�,QWHU�$PHULFDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKH�81�&RPPLVVLRQ�RI �+XPDQ�5LJKWV�ÀUVW�EURXJKW�XS�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI �HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH�WR�DWWHQWLRQ� LQ� WKH�����V�vi�%\�PDNLQJ�VRPH�SHUVRQV�GLVDSSHDU��
WKH�UHJLPHV�PDQDJHG�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH�RI �IHDU�WKDW�KHOSHG�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�
VRFLHW\�DQG�WR�XQGHUPLQH�WKH�SROLWLFDO�RSSRVLWLRQ�vii

  

)RU�LQVWDQFH�GXULQJ�WKH�3LQRFKHW�HUD�LQ�&KLOH��WKRXVDQGV�ZHUH�GLVDSSHDUHG��ZLWK�
VRPH�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�NLOOHG�DQG�EXULHG�LQ�XQPDUNHG�JUDYHV��ZKLOH�VRPH�ZHUH�WKURZQ�
LQ�WKH�RFHDQ�RU�WKH�ULYHUV�DQG�RWKHUV�GXPSHG�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�DW�QLJKW��*XDWHPDOD·V�
+LVWRULFDO�&ODULÀFDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��&(+��UHJLVWHUHG�������YLFWLPV�RI �HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH�viii� � ,Q�$UJHQWLQD�DORQH��DQ�HVWLPDWHG��������SHRSOH�ZHUH�GLVDS-

SHDUHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������L[

6FKRODUV�WKHUHIRUH�DUJXH�WKDW�ZKLOH�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�PLJKW�KDYH�VWDUWHG�
with the Nacht Und Nebel Erlass�LQ�*HUPDQ\��WKH�SUDFWLFH�ZDV�FHUWDLQO\�SRSXODU-
LVHG�E\�WKH�PLOLWDU\�UHJLPHV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��,W�LV�DOVR�EHFDXVH�RI �WKH�KLVWRU\�RI �
HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�WKDW�LW�ZDV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�UHJLRQ�ZKHUH�LWV�
FULPLQDOLVDWLRQ�ÀUVW�HPHUJHG��ZLWK�WKH�2UJDQLVDWLRQ�RI �$PHULFDQ�6WDWHV��2$6��
spearheading the efforts.

[��,Q�IDFW�LW�LV�DOVR�QRWHG�WKDW�ODZV�WKDW�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�LQ�
WKLV�UHJLRQ�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�DWURFLWLHV�UHODWHG�WR�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��WKDW�
ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�D�ODWWHU�VHFWLRQ�RI �WKLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��WKHQ�LQÁXHQFHG�FUDIWLQJ�
RI �UHODWHG�ODZV�DW�WKH�JOREDO�VFDOH�[L  

2.1 Enforced Disappearances Still Pervasive 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�FDVHV�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DUH�VWLOO�SHUYDVLYH�RXWVLGH�WKH�
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WUDGLWLRQDO�SUREOHP�UHJLRQV��ZLWK�WKH�SUDFWLFH�EHLQJ�UHSRUWHG�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ����
FRXQWULHV� JOREDOO\�� 6LQFH� LWV� LQFHSWLRQ� LQ� ������ WKH� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� :RUNLQJ�
*URXS�RQ�(QIRUFHG�RU�,QYROXQWDU\�'LVDSSHDUDQFHV��81:*(,'��KDV�UHSRUW-
HGO\�GRFXPHQWHG�RYHU��������FDVHV�[LL��6UL�/DQND�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WR�KDYH�KDG�PRUH�
WKDQ��������FDVHV�VLQFH�WKH�����V��ZLWK�VLPLODU�QXPEHUV�LQ�*XDWHPDOD�DQG�&R-

ORPELD�IRU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��0RUH�UHFHQWO\�LQ������DQG�������1HSDO�LV�UHSRUWHG�
WR�KDYH�KDG�WKH�ZRUOG·V�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI �QHZ�FDVHV�RI �GLVDSSHDUDQFH��6XFFHV-
VLYH�DO�$VVDG�UHJLPHV� LQ�6\ULD�KDYH�DOVR�XVHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DV�D� WRRO�RI �IHDU�
VLQFH�WKH�����V�[LLL��,Q�0H[LFR��PRUH�WKDQ��������SHRSOH�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�PLVVLQJ�
or disappeared between 2006 and 2012

[LY��(YHQ�LQ�$IULFD��LQ�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�DV�
6RXWK�$IULFD�KXQGUHGV�RI �DFWLYLVWV�ZHQW�PLVVLQJ�DIWHU�EHLQJ�GHWDLQHG�E\�DSDUW-
KHLG�VHFXULW\�IRUFHV��ZLWK�LQWHUQDO�GLVWXUEDQFHV�LQ�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�DV�=LPEDEZH�
�GXULQJ�WKH�*XNXUDKXQGL�HUD�[Y��DQG�ODWHU�GXULQJ�VSDWHV�RI �GLVSXWHG�HOHFWLRQV��
DQG�5ZDQGD��GXULQJ�WKH�JHQRFLGH�HUD�RU�������DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�WKRXVDQGV�RI �HQ-

IRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��&RXQWULHV�LQ�FRQWLQXHG�FRQÁLFW�VXFK�DV�WKH�&RQJR��/LE\D��
%XUXQGL��0DOL��7XQLVLD�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�UHFRUG�QXPHURXV�FDVHV�RI �
HQIRUFHG� GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�� ,W� LV� DOVR� XQIRUWXQDWH� WKDW� GLVSXWHG� HOHFWLRQV�� GLFWD-
WRUVKLSV��DUPHG�FRQÁLFW�DQG�HWKQLF�YLROHQFH�DUH�WKH�PDLQ�GULYHUV�RI �HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFHV� LQ�$IULFD� HYHQ� WR� WKH�SUHVHQW��2OLYLHU� GH�)URXYLOOH��&KDLU� DQG�
5DSSRUWHXU�RI �WKH�81�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RQ�(QIRUFHG�RU�,QYROXQWDU\�'LVDSSHDU-
DQFHV�LV�RQ�UHFRUG�DV�KDYLQJ�GHVFULEHG�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�DV�D�WHFKQLTXH�RI �
WHUURU��D�FULPLQDO�DFW�XVHG�DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�DV�WRRO�E\�UHSUHVVLYH�UHJLPHV�WR�
VLPSO\�WHUURULVH�WKH�FLYLOLDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�LQWR�REHGLHQFH�[YL. 

2.2 Effects of  Enforced Disappearances

,QGHHG�LW�JRHV�ZLWKRXW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DUH�D�EUXWDO�SUDFWLFH�
WKDW�YLRODWHV�D�QXPEHU�RI �LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQLVHG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DV�VHW�RXW�LQ�
WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RYHQDQW� RQ�&LYLO� DQG�3ROLWLFDO�5LJKWV� �,&&35�[YLL  and the 

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RYHQDQW�RQ�(FRQRPLF��6RFLDO�DQG�&XOWXUDO�5LJKWV��,&(6&5�[YLLL� 
DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�RWKHU�PDMRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQVWUXPHQWV��7KH�IROORZLQJ�
FLYLO�RU�SROLWLFDO�ULJKWV�PD\�EH�LQIULQJHG�XSRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI �D�GLVDSSHDUDQFH��

�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DV�D�SHUVRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�ODZ���
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�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�OLEHUW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�RI �WKH�SHUVRQ���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�QRW�WR�EH�VXEMHFWHG�WR�WRUWXUH�DQG�RWKHU�FUXHO��LQKXPDQ�RU�� �
� GHJUDGLQJ�WUHDWPHQW�RU�SXQLVKPHQW���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�OLIH��ZKHQ�WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQ�LV�NLOOHG���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�D�IDLU�WULDO�DQG�WR�MXGLFLDO�JXDUDQWHHV���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�UHPHG\��LQFOXGLQJ�UHSDUDWLRQ�DQG� � �
� FRPSHQVDWLRQ��
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�WUXWK�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI �D�
� GLVDSSHDUDQFH���

'LVDSSHDUDQFHV�FDQ�DOVR�LQYROYH�VHULRXV�EUHDFKHV�RI �RWKHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LQVWUX-

PHQWV�� VXFK�DV� WKH�6WDQGDUG�0LQLPXP�5XOHV� IRU� WKH�7UHDWPHQW�RI �3ULVRQHUV��
DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�(FRQRPLF�DQG�6RFLDO�&RXQFLO�LQ�������DV�ZHOO�
DV�WKH�&RGH�RI �&RQGXFW�IRU�/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW�2IÀFLDOV�DQG�WKH�%RG\�RI �3ULQ-

FLSOHV�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�RI �$OO�3HUVRQV�XQGHU�$Q\�)RUP�RI �'HWHQWLRQ�RU�,P-

SULVRQPHQW��DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�LQ������DQG�������UHVSHFWLYHO\��
'LVDSSHDUDQFHV� DOVR� JHQHUDOO\�� E\� H[WHQVLRQ� UHVXOW� LQ� WKH� YLRODWLRQ�RI � YDULRXV�
HFRQRPLF�� VRFLDO� DQG�FXOWXUDO� ULJKWV��)XUWKHUPRUH�� DQ� HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�
FDQ�DOVR�KDYH�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�QHJDWLYH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI �VXFK�ULJKWV�E\�
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��7KH�DEVHQFH�RI �WKH�IDPLO\·V�PDLQ�EUHDGZLQQHU��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�
OHVV�DIÁXHQW�VRFLHWLHV��IUHTXHQWO\�OHDYHV�WKH�IDPLO\�LQ�VXFK�GLUH�VWUDLWV�WKDW�D�QXP-

EHU�RI �WKH�ULJKWV�HQXPHUDWHG�LQ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RYHQDQW�RQ�(FRQRPLF��6RFLDO�
DQG�&XOWXUDO�5LJKWV�FDQQRW�EH�UHDOLVHG��VXFK�DV���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�IDPLO\���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�DQ�DGHTXDWH�VWDQGDUG�RI �OLYLQJ���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�KHDOWK���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�HGXFDWLRQ��
,QGHHG�WKH�VHULRXV�HFRQRPLF�KDUGVKLSV��ZKLFK�XVXDOO\�DFFRPSDQ\�D�GLVDSSHDU-
DQFH��DUH�PRVW�RIWHQ�ERUQH�E\�ZRPHQ��DQG�LW�LV�ZRPHQ�ZKR�DUH�PRVW�RIWHQ�DW�
WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI �WKH�VWUXJJOH�WR�UHVROYH�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI �IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��
,Q�WKLV�FDSDFLW\�WKH\�PD\�VXIIHU� LQWLPLGDWLRQ��SHUVHFXWLRQ�DQG�UHSULVDOV��:KHQ�
ZRPHQ�DUH�WKHPVHOYHV�GLUHFW�YLFWLPV�RI �GLVDSSHDUDQFH��WKH\�EHFRPH�SDUWLFXODUO\�
YXOQHUDEOH�WR�VH[XDO�DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI �YLROHQFH��&KLOGUHQ�FDQ�DOVR�EH�YLFWLPV��
ERWK�GLUHFWO\�DQG�LQGLUHFWO\��7KH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI �D�FKLOG�LV�D�FOHDU�FRQWUDYHQ-

WLRQ�RI �D�QXPEHU�RI �SURYLVLRQV�RI �WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI �WKH�&KLOG��
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LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�D�SHUVRQDO�LGHQWLW\��7KH�ORVV�RI �D�SDUHQW�WKURXJK�GLVDSSHDU-
DQFH�LV�DOVR�D�VHULRXV�YLRODWLRQ�RI �D�FKLOG·V�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�[L[.  

2.3 Why Enforced Disappearances Continue to Happen

$V�QRWHG�E\�RQH�OHDGLQJ�DFWLYLVW�DJDLQVW�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV� “…the problem 
of  forced disappearance [...] is all the more serious since its perpetrators are virtually certain 
of  not being punished”[[.   

7KH�VDPH�SRLQW� LV� UHLQIRUFHG�E\� WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQ·V�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RQ�(Q-

IRUFHG�DQG�,QYROXQWDU\�'LVDSSHDUDQFHV��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�GHWDLOHG�RQ�ODWHU� LQ�WKH�
SXEOLFDWLRQ��� ZKHUHXSRQ� LW� VWDWHV� “…impunity is perhaps the single most important 
factor contributing to the phenomenon of  disappearance.” 

[[L
 

:KDW�WKH�DERYH�VWDWHPHQWV�VLPSO\�SRLQW�WRZDUGV�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�HQIRUFHG�GLV-
DSSHDUDQFHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�KDSSHQ�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI �SHUSHWUDWRUV�QRW�EHLQJ�EURXJKW�
WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�GXH�WR�WKH�VWDWH�EHLQJ�FRPSOLFLW�LQ�VXFK�DFWV��7KLV�
WKHUHE\�GHQLHV�YLFWLPV�DFFHVV�WR�MXVWLFH�DQG�UHFRXUVH�LQ�PRVW�RI �WKH�FDVHV�

7KH�VXVWDLQHG�DUPHG�FRQÁLFWV�DQG�SHUVLVWHQFH�RI �GHVSRWLF�UHJLPHV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
$IULFD�DQG�WKH�PLGGOH�HDVW��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�ZDU�RQ�WHUURU[[LL��XQIRUWXQDWHO\�FRQWLQXH�
WR�EH�OHDGLQJ�GULYHUV�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�LQ�WKLV�PRGHUQ�HUD�

3.0 Importance of  Legal Framework to Deter Enforced 
     Disappearances

7KH�KLVWRULFDO�DFFRXQW�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DQG�LWV�HIIHFWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI �
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV�GLVFXVVHG�DERYH�JR�RQ�WR�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�LPSHUDWLYH�IRU�
OHJDO�LQVWUXPHQWV�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�FUHDWH�PHDVXUHV�WR�SUHYHQW�HQIRUFHG�GLV-
DSSHDUDQFHV�IURP�RFFXUULQJ�DJDLQ��EXW�DOVR�WR�HQG�WKH�LPSXQLW\�DQG�PDNH�SHU-
SHWUDWRUV�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�WKHLU�DFWLRQV��:LWKRXW�GRXEW��SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI �KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV��ZKHWKHU�FLYLOLDQ�RU�PLOLWDU\��EHFRPH�DOO�WKH�PRUH�LUUHVSRQVLEOH�
LI �WKH\�DUH�QRW�KHOG�WR�DFFRXQW�EHIRUH�D�FRXUW�RI �ODZ��7R�WKDW�HIIHFW�WKHUHIRUH��
XQLYHUVDO� OHJDO� LQVWUXPHQWV�DQG�FULPLQDOLVDWLRQ�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�EH-
FRPH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�GHWHUUHQW�WR�6WDWHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�VWLOO�UHPDLQV�
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UDPSDQW��$V�IXUWKHU�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRU�1RZDN��������

�´«XQLYHUVDO�MXULVGLFWLRQ�LQ�FOHDUO\�GHÀQHG�LQGLYLGXDO�FDVHV�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH��ZLWK�
appropriate punishment, will constitute the most effective measure to deter the practice of  en-
forced disappearance in the future.”[[LLL 

7KH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�RI �WKLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�GHWDLOV�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZV�WKDW�UHODWH�WR�SUH-
YHQWLRQ�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��SURWHFWLRQ�RI �SRWHQWLDO�YLFWLPV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
VDIHJXDUGLQJ�WKHLU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�WKDW�DUH�VXUH�WR�EH�YLRODWHG�WKURXJK�HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH��

3.1 International Treaties and Covenants that Address Enforced 
     Disappearances1  

3.1.1 The Four Geneva Conventions of  1949 

7KH�*HQHYD�&RQYHQWLRQV�RI ������DUH�IRXU�WUHDWLHV�WKDW�VHW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ-

LWDULDQ�VWDQGDUGV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI �DUPHG�FRQÁLFWV��7KH�IRXU�WUHDWLHV�ODLG�GRZQ�
UXOHV�IRU�VLWXDWLRQV�RI �ZDU�DV�ZHOO�DV�OHJDO�VDIHJXDUGV�IRU�DVVXULQJ�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�
RI �LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�YLROHQFH��7KHVH�UXOHV�DLP�WR�SULPDULO\�SURWHFW�WKRVH�SHRSOH�
ZKR�GR�QRW�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�ÀJKWLQJ�VXFK�DV�FLYLOLDQV��PHGLFDO�VWDII��DLG�ZRUNHUV�
DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�ÀJKW�VXFK�DV�ZRXQGHG�RU�VLFN�SHUVRQV��VKLS-

ZUHFNHG� WURRSV�RU�SULVRQHUV�RI �ZDU��7ZR�$GGLWLRQDO�3URWRFROV�ZHUH�DGRSWHG�
WR�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQV� LQ�������ZLWK�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�RQH�HODERUDWLQJ�RQ�
GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DQG� QRQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRQÁLFWV� UHVSHFWLYHO\��
7KH�PRVW�UHFHQW�VXSSOHPHQW�WR�WKH�*HQHYD�&RQYHQWLRQV��$GGLWLRQDO�3URWRFRO�
�,,,��RI ������FUHDWHG�D�WKLUG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQLVHG�SURWHFWLYH�HPEOHP��WKH�
¶UHG�FU\VWDO·��ZKLFK�MRLQHG�WKH�UHG�FURVV�DQG�WKH�UHG�FUHVFHQW�DV�WKH�RQO\�HPEOHPV�
UHFRJQLVHG�E\�QDWLRQV�VLJQLI\LQJ�WKH�SURWHFWHG�VWDWXV�RI � LQGLYLGXDOV�RU�REMHFWV�
EHDULQJ�WKHP�GXULQJ�DUPHG�FRQÁLFW��,QGHHG��7KH�*HQHYD�&RQYHQWLRQV�DQG�LWV�
3URWRFROV�DUH�XQLYHUVDO�LQ�VFRSH��DOPRVW�DOO�FRXQWULHV�RI �WKH�ZRUOG�KDYH�DFFHSWHG�
them. 

1 Aim for Human Rights (2009): Using Law Against Enforced Disappearances. Practical Guide for Relatives of 

Disappeared Persons and NGOs. Utrecht, the Netherlands
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3.1.1.1 What provisions are relevant to disappearances? 
:LWKRXW�H[SOLFLWO\�XWLOLVLQJ�WKH�WHUP�¶HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV·��WKHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW�
WKDW�PDQ\�RI �WKH�SURYLVLRQV�XQGHU�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQV�DQG�WKHLU�$GGLWLRQDO�3UR-

WRFROV��ZKLFK�IRUP�WKH�EDVLV�RI �LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�ODZ��DLP�WR�SUHYHQW�
HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI �DQ�DUPHG�FRQÁLFW��,Q�IDFW��WKH�VFRSH�
RI �LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�ODZ�LV�PXFK�EURDGHU��7KLV�ERG\�RI �ODZ�FRQWDLQV�
QXPHURXV�UXOHV�WKDW�DUH�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�SHUVRQV�WKDW�DUH�PLVVLQJ�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI �DQ�
DUPHG�FRQÁLFW��¶WKH�SHUVRQV�VXEMHFWHG�WR�DQ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH·�FDQ�FRQVWL-
WXWH�RQH�FDWHJRU\�RI �¶PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQV��

3.1.2 The Rome Statute 

7KH�5RPH�6WDWXWH��ZDV�DGRSWHG�LQ������DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&ULP-

LQDO�&RXUW��,&&���,W�OD\V�GRZQ�WKH�&RXUW·V�VWUXFWXUH��MXULVGLFWLRQ�DQG�IXQFWLRQV��
7KH�5RPH�6WDWXWH�DQG�WKH�&RXUW�ZHUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�ZLWK�WKH�REMHFWLYH�RI �EULQJLQJ�
WR�MXVWLFH�SHUVRQV�WKDW�KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�JHQRFLGH��FULPHV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\��JUDYH�
EUHDFKHV�RI �LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��ZDU�FULPHV�DQG�RWKHU�VHULRXV�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FULPHV���
7KH�,&&�LV�D�FRXUW�RI �ODVW�UHVRUW�DQG�WKXV�LW�ZLOO�QRW�WDNH�DFWLRQ�ZKHQ�D�FDVH�LV�
LQYHVWLJDWHG�RU�SURVHFXWHG�E\�D�QDWLRQDO�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHP��XQOHVV�WKH�QDWLRQDO�SUR-

FHHGLQJV�DUH�QRW�JHQXLQH��

3.1.2.1 Provisions relevant to enforced disappearances
$UWLFOH�������L��RI �WKH������,&&�6WDWXWH�GRHV�UHFRJQLVH�DQG�SURYLGHV�WKDW�´>H@
QIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI �SHUVRQVµ�FRQVWLWXWHV�D�FULPH�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\�

3.1.3 The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
 
7KH�,&&35�LV�RQH�RI �WKH�PRVW�IXQGDPHQWDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�WUHDWLHV�RI �WKH�81�
V\VWHP��7KH�,&&35�OD\V�GRZQ�SURYLVLRQV�WKDW�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ��RI �FLYLO�
DQG�SROLWLFDO�ULJKWV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�8QLYHUVDO�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI �+XPDQ�5LJKWV�RI �
������7ZR�RSWLRQDO�SURWRFROV�KDYH�EHHQ�GUDIWHG�WR�WKH�,&&35��WKH�ÀUVW�IRXQG-

LQJ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�FRPSODLQW�PHFKDQLVP��WKH�VHFRQG�DLPLQJ�WR�DEROLVK�WKH�GHDWK�
SHQDOW\��7KH�,&&35�DOVR�SURYLGHV�IRU�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI �WKH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
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&RPPLWWHH��+5&���ZKRVH�SULPDU\�UROH�LV�WR�PRQLWRU�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��RI �WKH�
,&&35��,QGHHG�WKH�,&&35�LV�UDWLÀHG�E\�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��LQFOXGLQJ�
=LPEDEZH�ZKLFK�UDWLÀHG�LQ�������DQG�LV�FORVH�WR�EHLQJ�XQLYHUVDOO\�DFFHSWHG��

3.1.3.1 What provisions are relevant for enforced disappearances? 
7KH�,&&35�GRHV�QRW�FRQWDLQ�D�VSHFLÀF�ULJKW�WR�EH�SURWHFWHG�DJDLQVW�HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH�EXW�RWKHU�ULJKWV�SURWHFWHG�E\�WKH�&RYHQDQW�DUH�UHOHYDQW�IRU�SUR-

WHFWLQJ�IURP�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DQG�DVVLVWLQJ�YLFWLPV��
:KLOH�WKH�,&&35�GRHV�QRW�VSHDN�H[SUHVVO\�WR�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DV�D�SKH-
QRPHQRQ�� LW� VSHDNV� WR�SURWHFWLRQ�RI �RWKHU� ULJKWV� WKDW�KDYH�D�GLUHFW� OLQN�ZLWK�
HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��DV�RXWOLQHG�EHORZ�
�� �7KH�ULJKW�WR�OLIH��DUW������
�� 7KH�SURKLELWLRQ�RI �WRUWXUH��FUXHO��LQKXPDQ�RU�GHJUDGLQJ�WUHDWPHQW�RU��
� SXQLVKPHQW��DUW������
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�OLEHUW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�RI �SHUVRQ��DUW������
�� 7KH�ULJKW�RI �GHWDLQHHV�WR�EH�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�KXPDQLW\�DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH��
� GLJQLW\��DUW�������
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DV�D�SHUVRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�ODZ��DUW�������DQG�
�� 7KH�ULJKW�RI �FKLOGUHQ�WR�VSHFLDO�PHDVXUHV�RI �SURWHFWLRQ��DUW�������

3.1.4  The Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or            
         Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) 

7KH�&RQYHQWLRQ�$JDLQVW�7RUWXUH� LV� DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� WUHDW\� WKDW�
DLPV� WR� SUHYHQW� WRUWXUH� DQG� RWKHU� FUXHO�� LQKXPDQ� RU� GHJUDGLQJ� WUHDWPHQW� RU�
SXQLVKPHQW��7KH�GHÀQLWLRQ�HQFRPSDVVHV�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�FDXVHG�E\�HQIRUFHG�GLV-
DSSHDUDQFHV�WR�WKH�GHWDLQHG�SHUVRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�WKH�UHODWLYHV��7KH�&RQYHQWLRQ�
UHTXLUHV�6WDWHV�WR�WDNH�HIIHFWLYH�PHDVXUHV�WR�SUHYHQW�WRUWXUH�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�ERUGHUV��
DQG�IRUELGV�6WDWHV�WR�UHWXUQ�SHRSOH�WR�WKHLU�KRPH�FRXQWU\�LI �WKHUH�LV�UHDVRQ�WR�
EHOLHYH�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�WRUWXUHG��7KH�&RQYHQWLRQ�OD\V�GRZQ�DQ�DEVROXWH�SURKLELWLRQ�
RI �WRUWXUH�DQG�UHTXLUHV�SDUWLHV�WR�WDNH�HIIHFWLYH�PHDVXUHV�WR�SUHYHQW�LW��,W�DOVR�
SURYLGHV�IRU�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI �LWV�RZQ�PRQLWRULQJ�PHFKDQLVP��WKH�&RPPLW-
WHH�$JDLQVW�7RUWXUH��&$7��
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3.1.4.1 What provisions are relevant to enforced disappearances? 
1H[W�WR�GHÀQLQJ�DQG�SURKLELWLQJ�WRUWXUH��WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�XUJHV�6WDWH�SDUWLHV�WR�
WDNH�HIIHFWLYH�PHDVXUHV�WR�SUHYHQW�DQ\�DFW�RI �WRUWXUH��6XFK�PHDVXUHV�LQFOXGH�IRU�
LQVWDQFH��
�� (QVXULQJ�WKDW�WRUWXUH�LV�D�FULPLQDO�RIIHQFH�ZLWKLQ�GRPHVWLF�ODZV
�� 3UHYHQWLQJ�LPSXQLW\�IRU�RIIHQGHUV�LQ�WRUWXUH�FDVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�LQFRUSRUD��
� WLRQ�RI �D�OHJDO�IUDPHZRUN�WR�WU\�RU�H[WUDGLWH�RIIHQGHUV��
�� *XDUDQWHHV�IRU�SURPSW�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI �DQ\�DOOHJDWLRQ�RI �WRUWXUH��
�� 3URKLELWLRQ�RI �XVH�RI �HYLGHQFH�WKDW�ZDV�SURGXFHG�E\�WRUWXUH��DQG
�� 7KH�SURKLELWLRQ�RI �GHSRUWDWLRQ��H[WUDGLWLRQ�RU�UHIRXOPHQW�RI �SHRSOH�WR��
� FRXQWULHV�ZKHQ�WKHUH�DUH�VXEVWDQWLDO�JURXQGV�IRU�EHOLHYLQJ�WKH\�ZLOO�EH��
 tortured. 

3.1.5 The Optional Protocol on the Convention Against Torture

,Q�RUGHU�WR�FRPSOHPHQW�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�$JDLQVW�7RUWXUH�LQ�LWV�DLP�WR�SUHYHQW�
WRUWXUH��DQ�RSWLRQDO�SURWRFRO�ZDV�DGRSWHG��7KH�2SWLRQDO�3URWRFRO�REOLJHV�6WDWHV�
WR�VHW�XS�LQGHSHQGHQW�QDWLRQDO�PHFKDQLVPV�IRU�WKH�SUHYHQWLRQ�RI �WRUWXUH�DQG�
LOO��WUHDWPHQW�DW�WKH�GRPHVWLF�OHYHO�DQG�FUHDWHV�WKH�6XE�FRPPLWWHH�RQ�3UHYHQWLRQ�
RI �7RUWXUH��637���

3.1.5.1 What provisions are relevant to enforced disappearances? 
7KH�2SWLRQDO�3URWRFRO�HVWDEOLVKHV�D�V\VWHP�RI �UHJXODU�YLVLWV�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�LQGH-
SHQGHQW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�ERGLHV�WR�SODFHV�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�DUH�GHSULYHG�
RI � WKHLU� OLEHUW\�� �7KHVH�YLVLWV�ZRXOG�EH�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\� WKH�6XE�FRPPLWWHH�RQ�
3UHYHQWLRQ� RI �7RUWXUH� �637���ZKLFK� LV� HVSHFLDOO\�PDQGDWHG� WR� FRQGXFW� YLVLWV�
WR�SODFHV�RI �GHWHQWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�SULRU�DXWKRULVDWLRQ��7KH�6XEFRPPLWWHH�KDV�
XQUHVWULFWHG�DFFHVV�WR�DOO�SODFHV�RI �GHWHQWLRQ��WKHLU�LQVWDOODWLRQV�DQG�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�
WR�DOO�UHOHYDQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�WUHDWPHQW�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�RI �GHWHQWLRQ�
RI �SHUVRQV�GHSULYHG�RI �WKHLU� OLEHUW\��7KH�637�PXVW�DOVR�EH�JUDQWHG�DFFHVV�WR�
SHUVRQV�GHSULYHG�RI �WKHLU�OLEHUW\�WR�KDYH�SULYDWH�LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�WKHP��ZLWKRXW�
ZLWQHVVHV��DQG�WR�DQ\�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LQ�WKH�637·V�YLHZ�PD\�VXSSO\�UHOHYDQW�
information. 
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3.1.6 The 1992 UN Declaration for the Protection of  All Persons from   
        Enforced Disappearances

7KLV� QRQ�ELQGLQJ� GHFODUDWLRQ� ZDV� DGRSWHG� E\� WKH� *HQHUDO� $VVHPEO\� RI � WKH�
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�LQ�������,W�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�XQLYHUVDO�OHJDO�LQVWUXPHQW�WKDW�IRFXVHV�
VSHFLÀFDOO\�RQ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��7R�TXRWH�GLUHFWO\��$UWLFOH���RI �WKH������
81�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�(QIRUFHG�'LVDSSHDUDQFH�VWDWHV�

1. Any act of  enforced disappearance is an offence to human dignity. It is condemned as a 
GHQLDO�RI �WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI �WKH�&KDUWHU�RI �WKH�81�DQG�DV�D�JUDYH�DQG�ÁDJUDQW�YLRODWLRQ�
of  the human rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Declara-
WLRQ�RI �+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DQG�UHDIÀUPHG�DQG�GHYHORSHG�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LQVWUXPHQWV�LQ�
WKLV�ÀHOG�

2. Any act of  enforced disappearance places the persons subjected thereto outside the pro-
WHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�ODZ�DQG�LQÁLFWV�VHYHUH�VXIIHULQJ�RQ�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��,W�FRQVWLWXWHV�
a violation of  the rules of  international law guaranteeing, inter alia, the right to recog-
nition as a person before the law, the right to liberty and security of  the person and the 
right not to be subjected to torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. It also violates or constitutes a grave threat to the right to life

 

3.1.6.1 What provisions are relevant to enforced disappearances?
7KH�'HFODUDWLRQ� H[SOLFLWO\� SURKLELWV� 6WDWHV� WR� SUDFWLFH�� SHUPLW� RU� WROHUDWH� HQ-

IRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV� DQG�XUJHV�6WDWHV� WR� WDNH�PHDVXUHV� WR�SUHYHQW�HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�E\�IRU�LQVWDQFH�
�� (QVXULQJ�WKDW�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DUH�D�FULPLQDO�RIIHQFH
�� (IIHFWLYHO\�SUHYHQWLQJ�LPSXQLW\�IRU�WKRVH�FRPPLWWLQJ�HQIRUFHG�
� GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��
�� *XDUDQWHHLQJ�D�SURPSW��WKRURXJK�DQG�LPSDUWLDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI �DQ\�
� DOOHJDWLRQ��WKH�SURKLELWLRQ�RI �H[WUDGLWLRQ�RI �SHRSOH�WR�FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH��
� WKH\�DUH�DW�ULVN�RI �EHLQJ�GLVDSSHDUHG
�� .HHSLQJ�GHWHQWLRQ�UHFRUGV�XSGDWHG��UHFRJQLVLQJ�HQIRUFHG�
� GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DV�D�FRQWLQXLQJ�FULPH��DQG
�� *XDUDQWHHLQJ�WKH�ULJKWV�RI �YLFWLPV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�WR�FODLP�
� FRPSHQVDWLRQ�LQ�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�FDVHV��
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3.1.7 The International Convention for the Protection of  All Persons   
         from  Enforced Disappearances (CED) 

7KH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�RI �$OO�3HUVRQV�IURP�(QIRUFHG�
'LVDSSHDUDQFHV��&('��LV�WKH�ÀUVW�XQLYHUVDOO\�ELQGLQJ�WUHDW\�GHDOLQJ�VSHFLÀFDOO\�
ZLWK�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��7KH�&('�ZDV�DGRSWHG�LQ�������
DQG�LV�DOUHDG\�VLJQHG�E\�FORVH�WR�RQH�KXQGUHG�FRXQWULHV��7KH�&RQYHQWLRQ�FDPH�
LQWR�HIIHFW�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������

3.1.7.1 Key provisions with relevance to enforced disappearances 
7KH�&('�LV�WKH�VWURQJHVW�DQG�PRVW�FRPSOHWH�WUHDW\�RQ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�
\HW��([DPSOHV�RI �WKH�FOHDU�SURYLVLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�PRVW�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�GHÀQL-
tion yet are as follows:

Article1
���1R�RQH�VKDOO�EH�VXEMHFWHG�WR�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH
���1R�H[FHSWLRQDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�ZKDWVRHYHU��ZKHWKHU�D�VWDWH�RI �ZDU�RU�D�WKUHDW�
RI �ZDU�� LQWHUQDO�SROLWLFDO� LQVWDELOLW\�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�SXEOLF�HPHUJHQF\��PD\�EH�LQ-

YRNHG�DV�D�MXVWLÀFDWLRQ�IRU�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�

Article 2
)RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI �WKLV�&RQYHQWLRQ��´HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHµ�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�
EH�WKH�DUUHVW��GHWHQWLRQ��DEGXFWLRQ�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�IRUP�RI �GHSULYDWLRQ�RI �OLEHUW\�
E\�DJHQWV�RI �WKH�6WDWH�RU�E\�SHUVRQV�RU�JURXSV�RI �SHUVRQV�DFWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DXWKR-

UL]DWLRQ��VXSSRUW�RU�DFTXLHVFHQFH�RI �WKH�6WDWH��IROORZHG�E\�D�UHIXVDO�WR�DFNQRZO-
HGJH�WKH�GHSULYDWLRQ�RI �OLEHUW\�RU�E\�FRQFHDOPHQW�RI �WKH�IDWH�RU�ZKHUHDERXWV�
RI �WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQ��ZKLFK�SODFH�VXFK�D�SHUVRQ�RXWVLGH�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI �
the law.

Article 4
(DFK�6WDWH�3DUW\�VKDOO�WDNH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�PHDVXUHV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�HQIRUFHG�GLV-
DSSHDUDQFH�FRQVWLWXWHV�DQ�RIIHQFH�XQGHU�LWV�FULPLQDO�ODZ�

Article 5
7KH�ZLGHVSUHDG�RU�V\VWHPDWLF�SUDFWLFH�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�FRQVWLWXWHV�D�
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FULPH�DJDLQVW�KXPDQLW\�DV�GHÀQHG�LQ�DSSOLFDEOH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ�DQG�VKDOO�DWWUDFW�
WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�SURYLGHG�IRU�XQGHU�VXFK�DSSOLFDEOH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ�

Article 7
���(DFK�6WDWH�3DUW\�VKDOO�PDNH�WKH�RIIHQFH�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�SXQLVKDEOH�
E\�DSSURSULDWH�SHQDOWLHV��ZKLFK�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�LWV�H[WUHPH�VHULRXVQHVV��
,QGHHG�LW�ÀOOV�DOO�WKH�PDLQ�JDSV�LQ�WKH�OHJDO�SURWHFWLRQ��ZLWK�D�FOHDU�ELQGLQJ�GHÀQL-
WLRQ�DQG�ZLWK�LWV�PDQ\�SURYLVLRQV�FUHDWHV�REOLJDWLRQV�IRU�DQ�XUJHQW�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
WR�FODULI\�WKH�IDWH�DQG�ZKHUHDERXWV�RI �WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQ��7KH�&RQYHQWLRQ�
DOVR�UHFRPPHQGV�PHDVXUHV�WR�FRXQWHU�LPSXQLW\�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI �WKH�6WDWHV�DV�ZHOO�
DV�VHWWLQJ�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�FRRSHUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�6WDWHV�IRU�SURWHFWLQJ�SHUVRQV�IURP�
HQIRUFHG� GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�� 7KH�&('� DOVR� LQFOXGHV�PDQ\� SUHYHQWLYH�PHDVXUHV��
GHÀQHV�YLFWLPV�DQG�JLYHV�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR�ZKLFK�ULJKWV�SHUWDLQ�WR�WKHVH�VDPH�
YLFWLPV��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�VSHFLÀF�UHIHUHQFH�WR�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI �FKLOGUHQ�
YLFWLPV�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��

3.2 Regional Instruments Relevant to Enforced Disappearances in Africa

3.2.1 The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR)

7KH�$IULFDQ�&KDUWHU�RQ�+XPDQ�DQG�3HRSOHV·�5LJKWV��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�%DQMXO�
&KDUWHU��LV�D�UHJLRQDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQVWUXPHQW�WKDW�LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�SURPRWH�DQG�
SURWHFW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�EDVLF�IUHHGRPV�LQ�WKH�$IULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW��7KH�&KDUWHU�
FRYHUV� VRFLDO�� HFRQRPLF�DQG�FXOWXUDO� ULJKWV� DV�ZHOO� DV� FLYLO� DQG�SROLWLFDO� ULJKWV�
and also gives emphasis to the assumption that every person has duties as well 

DV�ULJKWV�LQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LW�VWLSXODWHV�ULJKWV�RI �LQGLYLGXDOV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RI �SHR-

SOHV��7KH�&KDUWHU�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKH�$IULFDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�DQG�3HRSOHV·�
5LJKWV��ZKRVH�NH\�UROHV��DPRQJ�WKRVH�HQWUXVWHG�WR�LW�E\�WKH�$VVHPEO\�RI �+HDGV�
RI �6WDWH�DQG�*RYHUQPHQW��LQFOXGH
�� WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI �KXPDQ�DQG�SHRSOHV·�ULJKWV
�� WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI �KXPDQ�DQG�SHRSOHV·�ULJKWV
�� WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI �WKH�$IULFDQ�&KDUWHU�RQ�+XPDQ�DQG�3HRSOHV·�5LJKWV
 

3.2.1.1 Provisions relevant to enforced disappearances 
:KLOH�7KH�$IULFDQ�&KDUWHU�RI �+XPDQ� DQG�3HRSOHV·�5LJKWV�GRHV�QRW� FRQWDLQ�
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DQ\�VSHFLÀF�UHIHUHQFH�WR�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�SHU�VH��LW�ÀQGV�D�ORW�RI �UHOH-
YDQFH�IRU�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�FDVHV�DV�LW�SURWHFWV�PDQ\�RI �WKH�ULJKWV�YLRODWHG�
GXULQJ�WKH�DFW��7KH�IROORZLQJ�SURYLVLRQV�RI �WKH�&KDUWHU�DUH�WKH�PRVW�UHOHYDQW��
�� *XDUDQWHH�RI �VHFXULW\�RI �SHRSOH�DQG�WKHLU�SURWHFWLRQ�E\�6WDWH�3DUWLHV���
� �DUW����DQG�DUW�����
�� 5HFRJQLWLRQ�RI �HTXDOLW\�EHIRUH�WKH�ODZ�DQG�HTXDO�HQWLWOHPHQW�WR�
� SURWHFWLRQ��RI �WKH�ODZ��DUW������
�� 5HVSHFW�IRU�OLIH�DQG�WKH�LQWHJULW\�RI �SHUVRQV�DQG�SURKLELWLRQ�RI �
� DUELWUDU\�GHSULYDWLRQ�RI �WKLV�ULJKW��DUW������
�� 5HVSHFW�IRU�WKH�GLJQLW\�LQKHUHQW�LQ�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�DQG�WR�WKH�
� UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI �KLV�OHJDO�VWDWXV��DQG�DOO�IRUPV�RI �GHJUDGDWLRQ�RI �PDQ��� �
� WRUWXUH��FUXHO��LQKXPDQ�RU�GHJUDGLQJ�SXQLVKPHQW�DQG�WUHDWPHQW��DUW������
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�OLEHUW\�DQG�VHFXULW\��SURKLELWLRQ�RI �WKH�GHSULYDWLRQ�RI �
� IUHHGRP��H[FHSW�IRU�UHDVRQV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�SUHYLRXVO\�ODLG�GRZQ�E\�� �
� ODZ��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�SURKLELWLRQ�RI �DUELWUDU\�DUUHVW>
@�RU�GHWHQWLRQ�
� �DUW������
�� 7KH�LQGLYLGXDO�ULJKWV�WR�UHFHLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��DUW������

3.2.2 The Kampala Conventionxxv 

7KH�.DPSDOD�&RQYHQWLRQ�FDPH�LQWR�IRUFH�LQ������DQG�LV�IRUPDOO\�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�
$IULFDQ�8QLRQ�&RQYHQWLRQ�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�DQG�$VVLVWDQFH�RI �,QWHUQDOO\�'LV-
SODFHG�3HUVRQV�LQ�$IULFD��,W�LV�DUJXDEO\�WKH�ZRUOG·V�ÀUVW�FRQWLQHQWDO�LQVWUXPHQW�
WKDW� OHJDOO\�ELQGV� JRYHUQPHQWV� WR�SURWHFW� WKH� ULJKWV� DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ�RI �SHRSOH�
IRUFHG�WR�ÁHH�WKHLU�KRPHV�E\�FRQÁLFW��YLROHQFH��GLVDVWHUV�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DEXVHV��

3.2.2.1 Provisions relevant to enforced disappearances
7KH�.DPSDOD�&RQYHQWLRQ�GRHV�KDYH�SURYLVLRQV�WKDW�VSHDN�WR�WKH�LVVXH�RI �HQ-

IRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��$UWLFOH��������F��RI �WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�VWDWHV��
“State Parties shall protect the rights of  internally displaced persons regardless of  the cause of  
displacement by refraining from, and preventing acts, among others arbitrary killing, summary 
execution, arbitrary detention, abduction, enforced disappearance or torture and other forms of  
cruel, inhuman treatment or punishment”.
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3.3 The Constitution as an Instrument of  Protection and Prevention in    
      Zimbabwe

,W�LV�LQGHHG�RI �FRQFHUQ�WKDW�=LPEDEZH�DV�D�QDWLRQ�KDV�D�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�RI �HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFHV� WKDW� VWUHWFK�EDFN� WR�SUH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�GD\V�XS� WR�SUHVHQW�GD\�
VFHQDULRV�ZKHUH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�DUH�HQIRUFHDEO\�GLVDSSHDUHG�DQG�WKHLU�
ZKHUHDERXWV�MXVW�XQNQRZQ��,W�DOVR�UHPDLQV�D�PDWWHU�RI �FRQFHUQ�WKDW�=LPEDEZH�
KDV� QRW� UDWLÀHG� NH\� FRQYHQWLRQV� WKDW� VSHDN� WR� LVVXHV� UHODWLQJ� WR� VWDWH� REOLJD-
WLRQV�LQ�DV�IDU�DV�SUHYHQWLRQ�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI �FLWL]HQV�LV�FRQFHUQHG��
6XFK�FRQYHQWLRQV�WKDW�=LPEDEZH�KDV�QRW�UDWLÀHG2��LQFOXGH�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
&RQYHQWLRQ�$JDLQVW�7RUWXUH�RU�,QKXPDQ�RU�'HJUDGLQJ�7UHDWPHQW��&$7���WKH�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�RI �$OO�3HUVRQV�$JDLQVW�(QIRUFHG�
'LVDSSHDUDQFHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�5RPH�6WDWXWH�DPRQJ�RWKHUV�

,W�LV�KRZHYHU�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�ZKLOH�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�ODZV�GR�QRW�VSHDN�H[SOLFLWO\�
DERXW� HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�� NH\�SURYLVLRQV� DUH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�=LPEDEZHDQ�
FRQVWLWXWLRQ� �XQGHU� &KDSWHU� ��� WKDW� DUWLFXODWH� WKH� SURWHFWLRQ� RI � IXQGDPHQWDO�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�IUHHGRPV�WKDW�DUH�YLRODWHG�E\�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��7KHVH�
LQFOXGH�
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�OLIH��V���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�SHUVRQDO�OLEHUW\��V���
�� 7KH�ULJKWV�RI �DUUHVWHG�DQG�GHWDLQHG�SHUVRQV��V���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�KXPDQ�GLJQLW\��V���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�SHUVRQDO�VHFXULW\��V���
�� )UHHGRP�IURP�WRUWXUH�RU�FUXHO��LQKXPDQ�RU�GHJUDGLQJ�WUHDWPHQW�RU�
� SXQLVKPHQW��V���
�� 7KH�ULJKW�WR�D�IDLU�KHDULQJ��V���
�� 7KH�ULJKWV�RI �DFFXVHG�SHUVRQV��V���[[YL 

7KHVH�ULJKWV�DQG�IUHHGRPV�DV�HQVKULQHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�WKHUHIRUH�
FUHDWH�VWURQJ�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�VWDWH�EHLQJ�REOLJDWHG�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�FLWL]HQV�DUH�SUR-

WHFWHG� IURP�KXPDQ� ULJKWV� YLRODWLRQV� VXFK� DV� WKRVH� FKDUDFWHULVWLF� RI � HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��

2�µ5DWL¿FDWLRQ¶�LV�DQ�DFW�E\�ZKLFK�D�6WDWH�VLJQL¿HV�DQ�DJUHHPHQW�WR�EH�OHJDOO\��ERXQG
E\�WHUPV�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�WUHDW\�
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4.0 Pathways for Interventions Against Enforced  Disappearances

$V�QRWHG�LQ�DQ�HDUOLHU�VHFWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ERRNOHW��HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�FRQWLQXH�
WR� KDSSHQ� LQ�PDQ\� FRXQWULHV� DFURVV� WKH�ZRUOG��+XPDQ� ULJKWV� GHIHQGHUV� DQG�
DFWLYLVWV�FRQWLQXH�EHLQJ�H[SRVHG�WR�ULVN�RI �EHLQJ�GLVDSSHDUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUN�
WKH\�GR��ZLWK�WKRVH�LQ�=LPEDEZH�DOVR�QRW�EHLQJ�DQ�H[FHSWLRQ��,W�ZRXOG�WKHUHIRUH�
EH�LQVWUXFWLYH�WR�GLVFXVV�SDWKZD\V�IRU�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�DJDLQVW�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDU-
DQFHV��DV�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�

4.1 International Level

4.1.1  The United Nations Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary    
         Disappearances (UNWGEID)

7KH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RQ�(QIRUFHG�RU� ,QYROXQWDU\�'LVDSSHDUDQFHV�ZDV� HVWDE-

OLVKHG�E\�WKH�81�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�LQ������ZLWK�WKH�REMHFWLYH�WR�
LQYHVWLJDWH�TXHVWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�HQIRUFHG�RU�LQYROXQWDU\�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��,QLWLDOO\��
WKH�81:*(,'�KDG�SULPDULO\�D�KXPDQLWDULDQ�PDQGDWH��ZLWK�LWV�PDQGDWH�EURDG-

HQHG�LQ������DIWHU�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI �WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�RI �$OO�3HU-
VRQV�IURP�(QIRUFHG�'LVDSSHDUDQFHV��7KH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RPPLVVLRQ�DVVLJQHG�
D�PRQLWRULQJ�IXQFWLRQ�WR�WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW��WKH�81:*(,'�
FDQ�WRGD\�DOVR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�PRQLWRULQJ�ERG\��

$PRQJ�LWV�NH\�IXQFWLRQV��WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�LV�WDVNHG�WR�DVVLVW�IDPLOLHV�LQ�GH-
termining the fate or whereabouts of  their family members who are reported-

O\�GLVDSSHDUHG�� ,Q� WKDW�KXPDQLWDULDQ�FDSDFLW\�� WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�VHUYHV�DV�D�
FKDQQHO� RI � FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� RI � YLFWLPV�RI � HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH� DQG� RWKHU� VRXUFHV� UHSRUWLQJ� FDVHV� RI � GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�� DQG� WKH�
*RYHUQPHQWV�FRQFHUQHG��)RU� WKLV�SXUSRVH� WKH�*URXS�UHFHLYHV��H[DPLQHV�DQG�
WUDQVPLWV� WR�*RYHUQPHQWV� UHSRUWV� RI � HQIRUFHG� GLVDSSHDUDQFHV� VXEPLWWHG� E\�
UHODWLYHV�RI �GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQV�RU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DFWLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�
EHKDOI��7KH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�UHTXHVWV�*RYHUQPHQWV�WR�FDUU\�RXW�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�
DQG�WR�LQIRUP�WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RI �WKH�UHVXOWV��7KH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�IROORZV�
XS�WKRVH�UHTXHVWV�RI �LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�D�SHULRGLF�EDVLV��7KRVH�FDVHV�UHPDLQ�RSHQ�
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LQ�WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS·V�GDWDEDVH�XQWLO� WKH�IDWH�RU�ZKHUHDERXWV�RI �WKH�SHUVRQ�
LV�GHWHUPLQHG���7KH�81:*(,'�DFFHSWV�FDVHV�IURP�DQ\�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��
)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\�WR�H[KDXVW�GRPHVWLF�SURFHGXUHV�EHIRUH�VXEPLW-
WLQJ�WKH�FDVH�WR�WKH�81:*(,'��&DVHV�RI �GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�FDQ�EH�VXEPLWWHG�E\�
UHODWLYHV�RI �GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQV�RU�E\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DFWLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�EHKDOI[[YLL . 
7KH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�KRZHYHU�GRHV�QRW�LQYHVWLJDWH�LQGLYLGXDO�FDVHV�LWVHOI��QHLWKHU�
GRHV�LW�IRUPXODWH�MXGJPHQWV��RUGHU�VDQFWLRQ��RU�FDUU\�RXW�H[KXPDWLRQV��7KURXJK�
LWV�VHW�RXW�UROHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�QHYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�81:*(,'�SOD\V�D�FULWLFDO�
UROH�LQ�WHUPV�RI �PRQLWRULQJ�DQG�IROORZLQJ�WKURXJK�RQ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�
FDVHV� DV�ZHOO� DV� EHLQJ� D� SLYRWDO� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� FKDQQHO� EHWZHHQ� IDPLOLHV� RI �
YLFWLPV��RWKHU�QRQ�VWDWH�DFWRUV�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DQG�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW� FRQFHUQHG�� �7KH�ZRUNLQJ� JURXS·V� FULWLFDO� UROH� FDQ� WKXV� QHYHU� EH�
over-emphasised. 

4.1.2 Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED Committee)

7KH� &RPPLWWHH� RQ� (QIRUFHG� 'LVDSSHDUDQFHV� �&('� &RPPLWWHH�� ZDV� HVWDE-

OLVKHG�DIWHU�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�IRU�WKH�3URWHFWLRQ�RI �$OO�3HUVRQV�IURP�
(QIRUFHG�'LVDSSHDUDQFHV���&('��HQWHUHG�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ����'HFHPEHU�������7KH�
&RPPLWWHH�ZDV�VHW�XS�ZLWK�D�PDQGDWH�WR�PRQLWRU�WKH�FRPSOLDQFH�RI �6WDWH�SDU-
WLHV�ZLWK�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ��7KH�&('�&RPPLWWHH�DOVR�FKDQQHOV�XUJHQW�UHTXHVWV�WR�
VHHN�IRU�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQV��UHYLHZ�SHULRGLF�UHSRUWV��LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�LQWHU�6WDWH�
FRPSODLQWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�EHLQJ�DOORZHG�WR�XQGHUWDNH�ÀHOG�HQTXLULHV�DQG�EULQJ�VLW-
XDWLRQV�RI �ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�V\VWHPDWLF�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�WR�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�
RI � WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�� 7KLV� FRPPLWWHH� FUHDWHV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� SDWKZD\� IRU�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�HQJDJHPHQW�UHJDUGLQJ�ORFDO�OHYHO�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�FDVHV�LQ�
WKH�YDULRXV�6WDWHV�� ,QGHHG�� OLNH� IRU�D�QXPEHU�RI �RWKHU� WKHPDWLF�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
LVVXHV��WKH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�(QIRUFHG�'LVDSSHDUDQFHV�DQG�WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RQ�
(QIRUFHG�RU�,QYROXQWDU\�'LVDSSHDUDQFHV�FR�H[LVW�VLGH�E\�VLGH�DQG�VHHN�WR�FRO-
ODERUDWH�DQG�FRRUGLQDWH�WKHLU�DFWLYLWLHV�ZLWK�D�YLHZ�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�MRLQW�HIIRUWV�
WR�SUHYHQW�DQG�HUDGLFDWH�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV[[YLLL .

4.1.3 The Universal Periodic Review

7KH�8QLYHUVDO�3HULRGLF�5HYLHZ� �835�� LV� D� XQLTXH�SURFHVV� WKDW� LQYROYHV� D� UH-
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YLHZ� RI � WKH� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� UHFRUGV� RI � DOO� 81�0HPEHU� 6WDWHV�� 7KH�835� LV� D�
6WDWH�GULYHQ�SURFHVV��XQGHU�WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI �WKH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RXQFLO��ZKLFK�
SURYLGHV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�HDFK�6WDWH�WR�GHFODUH�ZKDW�DFWLRQV�WKH\�KDYH�WDNHQ�
WR�LPSURYH�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VLWXDWLRQV�LQ�WKHLU�FRXQWULHV�DQG�WR�IXOÀO�WKHLU�KX-

PDQ�ULJKWV�REOLJDWLRQV��$V�RQH�RI �WKH�PDLQ�IHDWXUHV�RI �WKH�&RXQFLO��WKH�835�LV�
GHVLJQHG�WR�HQVXUH�HTXDO�WUHDWPHQW�IRU�HYHU\�FRXQWU\�ZKHQ�WKHLU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
situations are assessed.

7KH�835�ZDV�FUHDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�81�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�RQ����0DUFK������
E\�UHVROXWLRQ��������ZKLFK�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RXQFLO� LWVHOI��,W� LV�
D�FRRSHUDWLYH�SURFHVV��ZKLFK��E\�2FWREHU�������KDV�UHYLHZHG�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
UHFRUGV�RI �DOO�����81�0HPEHU�6WDWHV��&XUUHQWO\��QR�RWKHU�XQLYHUVDO�PHFKDQLVP�
RI �WKLV�NLQG�H[LVWV��7KH�835�LV�RQH�RI �WKH�NH\�HOHPHQWV�RI �WKH�&RXQFLO�ZKLFK�
UHPLQGV�6WDWHV�RI �WKHLU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�IXOO\�UHVSHFW�DQG�LPSOHPHQW�DOO�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV� DQG� IXQGDPHQWDO� IUHHGRPV��7KH� XOWLPDWH� DLP�RI � WKLV�PHFKDQLVP� LV� WR�
LPSURYH�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VLWXDWLRQ� LQ�DOO�FRXQWULHV�DQG�DGGUHVV�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
YLRODWLRQV�ZKHUHYHU�WKH\�RFFXU�

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanismxxix 

7KH�8QLYHUVDO�3HULRGLF�5HYLHZ� �835�� LV� D�XQLTXH�PHFKDQLVP�RI � WKH�+XPDQ�
5LJKWV�&RXQFLO� �+5&��DLPHG�DW� LPSURYLQJ� WKH�KXPDQ� ULJKWV� VLWXDWLRQ�RQ� WKH�
JURXQG�RI �HDFK�RI � WKH�����8QLWHG�1DWLRQV� �81��0HPEHU�6WDWHV��8QGHU� WKLV�
PHFKDQLVP�� WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VLWXDWLRQ�RI �DOO�81�0HPEHU�6WDWHV� LV� UHYLHZHG�
HYHU\�����\HDUV�����6WDWHV�DUH�UHYLHZHG�HDFK�\HDU�GXULQJ�WKUHH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�
VHVVLRQV�GHGLFDWHG�WR����6WDWHV�HDFK��7KHVH�WKUHH�VHVVLRQV�DUH�XVXDOO\�KHOG�LQ�-DQ-

XDU\�)HEUXDU\��0D\�-XQH�DQG�2FWREHU�1RYHPEHU��7KH�UHVXOW�RI �HDFK�UHYLHZ�
LV�UHÁHFWHG�LQ�DQ�´RXWFRPH�UHSRUWµ�OLVWLQJ�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WKH�6WDWH�XQGHU�
UHYLHZ��6X5��ZLOO�KDYH�WR�LPSOHPHQW�EHIRUH�WKH�QH[W�UHYLHZ�
7KH�835�LV�D�IXOO�FLUFOH�SURFHVV�FRPSULVHG�RI ���NH\�VWDJHV�
��� 5HYLHZ�RI �WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VLWXDWLRQ�RI �WKH�6X5�
��� ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WZR�UHYLHZV������\HDUV��E\�WKH�6X5�RI �WKH�
� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�DQG�WKH�YROXQWDU\�SOHGJHV�PDGH�
��� 5HSRUWLQJ�DW�WKH�QH[W�UHYLHZ�RQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI �WKRVH�
� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DQG�SOHGJHV�DQG�RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH��
� FRXQWU\�VLQFH�WKH�SUHYLRXV�UHYLHZ�
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7KUHH�PDLQ�GRFXPHQWV�DUH�HVVHQWLDOO\�XVHG�WR�FRQGXFW�WKH�UHYLHZ�RI �WKH�6WDWH�
as outlined below:

�� $�1DWLRQDO�5HSRUW�RI ����SDJHV�SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�FRQFHUQHG�RQ�WKH��
� KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
�� $�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI �WHQ�SDJHV�SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�2IÀFH�RI �WKH�+LJK�
� &RPPLVVLRQHU�RQ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��2+&+5��FRQWDLQLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ���
� IURP�WUHDW\�ERGLHV��VSHFLDO�SURFHGXUHV�DQG�81�DJHQFLHV�VXFK�DV�81'3��
� DQG�81,&()�
�� $�VXPPDU\�RI �WHQ�SDJHV�SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�2+&+5�FRQWDLQLQJ�
� LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�

Possibilities of  Advocacy and Lobby Against Enforced Disappearances 
in the UPR Processxxx

7KH�835�SURFHVV�RIIHUV�XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�1*2V�WR�DGYRFDWH�DQG�OREE\�
IRU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�SURWHFWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH�� LQ� WKH�FDVH�RI �6WDWHV�XQGHU�UHYLHZ�
SHUSHWUDWLQJ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��1*2V�FDQ�FDPSDLJQ��OREE\�DQG�RU�VXE-

PLW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�DW�WKHVH�SRLQWV�RI �WKH�SURFHVV�

� ��� %HIRUH�WKH�VHVVLRQ�RI �WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS��6WDWHV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�SUH-
SDUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�835�SURFHVV�WKURXJK�D�EURDG�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�SUR-

FHVV�DW�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��7KLV�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�1*2V�WR�UXQ�D�QDWLRQDO�
FDPSDLJQ�WR�DWWUDFW�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�PRVW�SUHVVLQJ�PDWWHUV�DQG�WKH�835�
SURFHVV��1*2·V�DUH�DOVR�HQFRXUDJHG� WR� VXEPLW� D� UHSRUW�RQ� WKH�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV� UHFRUG� LQ� WKHLU� FRXQWULHV�� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� SURYLGHG� LQ� WKLV� UHSRUW� LV�
XVHG�WR�FRQWUDVW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH��7KLV�FUHDWHV�DQRWKHU�
RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�1*2V�WR�GHQRXQFH�SRRU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�SROLFLHV���1*2V�
FDQ�IRFXV�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI �WKHLU�6WDWH�RQ�VSHFLÀF�LVVXHV�E\�PDNLQJ�TXHV-
WLRQV�RU�PDNLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�GXULQJ�WKH�VHVVLRQ�RU�OREE\�WR�REWDLQ�
VSHFLÀF�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�EH�PDGH�

� ��� 'XULQJ�WKH�UHYLHZ��1*2V�FDQ�EH�SUHVHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�VHVVLRQ��EXW�WKH\�DUH�
QRW�DOORZHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�ÁRRU��+RZHYHU��1*2V�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�KROG�SDUDOOHO�
HYHQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�VHVVLRQ�RI �WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�
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� ��� ,Q�WKH�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�UHYLHZ��1*2V�FDQ�FRQGXFW�DVVHVVPHQW�PHHWLQJV��LQ�
RUGHU�WR�HYDOXDWH�WKH�UHYLHZ�DQG�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�VRPH�LVVXHV�KDYH��RU�
QRW��EHHQ�DGGUHVVHG��DQG�WR�SUHSDUH�WKH�IROORZ�XS��3UHVV�FRQIHUHQFHV�DQG�
press releases on the reviews are also a possibility to bring the attention of  

WKH�SXEOLF�RYHU�WKH�SURFHVV�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV�

� ��� 'XULQJ�WKH�SOHQDU\��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�1*2V�WR�PDNH�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�VWDWH-
PHQWV��1*2V�FDQ�WDNH�WKH�ÁRRU�IRU����PLQXWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�SOHQDU\�VHVVLRQ�
WR�PDNH�D�VWDWHPHQW��$OVR�ZULWWHQ�VWDWHPHQWV�FDQ�EH�VXEPLWWHG�XQGHU�DQ\�
LWHP��:ULWWHQ� VWDWHPHQWV� KDYH� OHVV� LPSDFW� WKDQ� WKH�RUDO� RQHV�� EXW� WKH\�
EHFRPH�RIÀFLDO�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�GRFXPHQWV�

� ��� /DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��1*2V�FDQ�SOD\�D�JUHDW�UROH�LQ�PRQLWRULQJ�HIIRUWV�PDGH�
E\�JRYHUQPHQWV�LQ�WKH�IRXU�\HDU�SHULRG�EHWZHHQ�WZR�UHYLHZV�E\�PDNLQJ�
835�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�SXEOLF�DQG�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKH\�DUH�LPSOHPHQWHG�E\�
WKH�6WDWH�

4.2 Regional Level

4.2.1 The African Commission on Human and People’s Rights 

7KH�$IULFDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�WKH�PRQLWRULQJ�DQG�HQIRUFLQJ�ERG\�RI �WKH�$IULFDQ�
&KDUWHU�� ,W� LV�EDVHG� LQ�%DQMXO�� WKH�*DPELD��DQG�XVXDOO\�PHHWV� WZLFH�\HDUO\�IRU�
WZR�ZHHN� VHVVLRQV��7KH�$IULFDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�KDV� HOHYHQ�PHPEHUV�� HOHFWHG�E\�
WKH�$VVHPEO\�RI �WKH�$IULFDQ�8QLRQ��7KH\�VHUYH�LQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FDSDFLW\��QRW�DV�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI �WKHLU�JRYHUQPHQWV��7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ�FDQ�RQO\�PDNH�UHFRP-

PHQGDWLRQV��QRW�LVVXH�OHJDOO\�ELQGLQJ�GHFLVLRQV��

+RZHYHU�� LW� VWLOO� KDV� FRQVLGHUDEOH� SRZHUV�� ZKLFK� GR� ÀQG� UHOHYDQFH� LQ� FDOOLQJ�
6WDWHV�WR�DFFRXQW�UHJDUGLQJ�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ�FDQ��
�� /DXQFK�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI �DQ\�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LVVXH�
�� 5HYLHZ�UHSRUWV�WKDW�6WDWHV�PXVW�VXEPLW�HYHU\�WZR�\HDUV��GHWDLOLQJ��WKH��
� VWHSV�WKH\�KDYH�WDNHQ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�WKH�&KDUWHU��7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ�FDQ��
� XVH�EDFNJURXQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�1*2V�LQ�TXHVWLRQLQJ�6WDWHV�DERXW��
 the reports they submit.  
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�� &RQVLGHU�FRPSODLQWV�IURP�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�1*2V�DERXW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��
 violations.  

4.3 National Level

4.3.1 The Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission (ZHRC)

7KH�=LPEDEZH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RPPLVVLRQ�� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� FRPPLVVLRQ� VHW�
XS�DV�SURYLGHG�IRU�XQGHU�6HFWLRQ����RI �WKH�FRXQWU\·V�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�KDV�D�QDWLRQDO�
PDQGDWH�WR��DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�
�� 3URPRWH�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ��GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�DWWDLQPHQW�RI �KXPDQ�ULJKWV��
 and freedom

�� 0RQLWRU��DVVHVV�DQG�HQVXUH�REVHUYDQFH�RI �KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�IUHHGRPV
� 5HFHLYH�DQG�FRQVLGHU�FRPSODLQWV�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�WR�WDNH�VXFK�
� DFWLRQ�� LQ�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�FRPSODLQWV�DV�LW�FRQVLGHUV�DSSURSULDWH
�� 3URWHFW�WKH�SXEOLF�DJDLQVW�DEXVH�RI �SRZHU�DQG�PDODGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�E\�� �
� 6WDWH�DQG�SXEOLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�E\�RIÀFHUV�RI �WKRVH�LQVWLWXWLRQV
�� 6HFXUH�DSSURSULDWH�UHGUHVV��LQFOXGLQJ�UHFRPPHQGLQJ�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ���
 of  offenders where human rights or freedoms have been violated

�� 'LUHFW�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQHU�*HQHUDO�RI �3ROLFH�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�FDVHV�RI �
� VXVSHFWHG�FULPLQDO�YLRODWLRQV�RI �KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RU�IUHHGRPV�DQG�WR�
� UHSRUW��WR�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI �DQ\�VXFK�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ

)URP�WKH�DERYH�UROHV�WKDW�DUH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�PDQGDWH�RI �WKH�=+5&��LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�
WKHUH� LV�VFRSH�IRU� WKLV� LQVWLWXWLRQ�WR�SURYLGH�D�SDWKZD\�IRU�SURWHFWLRQ�RI �FLWL-
]HQV�IURP�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�� LQYHVWLJDWH�DQG�RU�FDXVH�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
RI �VXFK�FDVHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�IDFLOLWDWH�DFFHVV�WR�UHGUHVV�IRU�YLFWLPV��7R�WKDW�HIIHFW��WKH�
LQVWLWXWLRQ�FDQ�WKHUHIRUH�EH�DSSURDFKHG�WR�UHSRUW�RQ�PDWWHUV�UHODWLQJ�WR�HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��:KLOH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LQVWLWXWLRQ�LV�VWLOO�IDLUO\�\RXQJ�DQG�ODUJHO\�XQ-

WHVWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI �LWV�HIÀFDF\��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI �ODFN�RI �SROLWLFDO�ZLOO�
DV�ZHOO�DV�D�SXQLWLYH�6WDWH�LQ�KRZ�LW�GHDOV�ZLWK�SHUFHLYHG�SROLWLFDO�RSSRQHQWV���WKH�
H[LVWHQFH�RI �WKH�SODWIRUP�GRHV�FUHDWH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI �SUHYHQWLRQ�DQG�
SURWHFWLRQ�RI �FLWL]HQV�IURP�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�
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4.3.2 Using the law to challenge illegal State detention of  a disappeared  
         person - Habeas Corpusxxxi

 
Habeas corpus,�DOVR�NQRZQ�LQ�RWKHU� MXULVGLFWLRQV�DV�´7KH�*UHDW�:ULWµ�UHIHUV�WR�
D�FHQWXULHV�ROG�OHJDO�FRQFHSW��IXQGDPHQWDO�LQ�DQ\�GHPRFUDF\��7KLV�/DWLQ�WHUP��
OLWHUDOO\�PHDQLQJ��´KROGLQJ�WKH�ERG\µ��UHIHUV�WR�D�OHJDO�DFWLRQ�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�FDQ�
EULQJ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHHN�UHOLHI �DJDLQVW�DUELWUDU\�DQG�XQODZIXO�GHWHQWLRQ��)URP�LWV�
WUDGLWLRQDO�VHQVH�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�GD\V��+DEHDV�FRUSXV�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WKH�
NLQJ�FRXOG�QRW��DW�KLV�ZKLP��GHWDLQ�ZKRPHYHU�KH�ZDQWHG�ZLWKRXW�DOORZLQJ�WKH�
GHWDLQHH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VWDQG�EHIRUH�D�IDLU�FRXUW�WR�KHDU�WKH�FKDUJHV�DJDLQVW�
KLP�RU�KHU� DQG� WR�KDYH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� DQVZHU� WKH�FKDUJHV��7R� WKDW� HIIHFW�
WKHUHIRUH��D�Habeas corpus�SHWLWLRQ�LV�EURXJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�FRXUWV�DJDLQVW�WKH�SHUVRQ�
�V��UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�KROGLQJ�D�GHWDLQHH�DQG�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�V�KH�SURGXFH�WKH�GHWDLQHH�
DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�UHDVRQV�WKDW�WKLV�SHUVRQ�LV�EHLQJ�KHOG��7KH�SHWLWLRQ�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH�
OHJDOLW\�RI �WKH�GHWHQWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�D�OHJDO�RU�D�IDFWXDO�HUURU��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�HU-
URU�FRXOG�EH�WKDW�WKH�GHWHQWLRQ�YLRODWHV�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ��7KH�FRXUW�WKHQ�GHFLGHV�
if  the person is being held lawfully or if  the detainee ought to be released. With 

UHVSHFW�WR�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�WKHUHIRUH��Habeas corpus�EHFRPHV�UHOHYDQW�LQ�
DV�IDU�DV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WKH�OHJDOLW\�RI �WKH�6WDWH·V�GHWDLQLQJ�WKH�GLVDSSHDUHG�SHUVRQ��
+XPDQ� ULJKWV� ODZ\HUV�FRXOG�DVVLVW� LQ� WKLV� UHJDUG� LQ� WKH�HYHQW�RI � DQ�HQIRUFHG�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH��,Q�WHUPV�RI �=LPEDEZHDQ� ODZ��WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI �Habeas corpus is 
HQVKULQHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�XQGHU�6HFWLRQ���������D��ZKLFK�VSHDNV�WR�
rights of  arrested and detained persons.

,Q�DV�IDU�DV�FULPLQDO�ODZV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG��HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�LV�QRW�D�VSHFLÀF�
FULPH�XQGHU�=LPEDEZHDQ�ODZ�EXW�WKHUH�LV�SRVVLELOLW\�RI �UHSRUWLQJ�WR�WKH�SROLFH�
ZKHUH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�DUH�NQRZQ�DQG�WKH�OHVVHU�RIIHQFHV�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�FRGH�PD\�
EH�DSSOLHG��IRU�LQVWDQFH�VHFWLRQ����RQ�PXUGHU�DQG�VHFWLRQ����RQ�DVVDXOW��7KHUH�
DUH�DOVR�SRVVLELOLWLHV�RI �FLYLO�UHPHGLHV�WKURXJK�EULQJLQJ�FODLPV�IRU�WRUWXUH�DQG�
DVVDXOW�DPRQJ�RWKHU�UHODWHG�FODLPV�

5.0 Strategies to Stay Safe When at Risk of  Enforced 
     Disappearancexxxii 

5.1 Being on the look-out for surveillance 
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�� ,I �\RX�DUH�QRW�VXUH�ZKHWKHU�\RX�DUH�XQGHU�VXUYHLOODQFH�IURP�VWDWH�� �
� DJHQWV��RU�QRW��DVVXPH�\RX�DUH�DQG�EH�YHU\�DZDUH�RI �ZKDW�\RX�VD\�DQG��
� GR�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURWHFW�\RXUVHOI �DQG�RWKHUV��
�� 'LVFXVV�ZLWK�RWKHU�+5'V�ZKDW�VXUYHLOODQFH�PHWKRGV�DUH�XVHG�LQ�\RXU��
� FRXQWU\��ZKDW�LV�WKH�SXUSRVH��WR�FROOHFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ"�WR�LQWLPLGDWH"�� �
� WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�DQ�DEGXFWLRQ"����\RXU�WDFWLFV�ZLOO�FKDQJH�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ���
� WKH�REMHFWLYH�RI �WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV��
�� 'LVFXVV�ZLWK�\RXU�FROOHDJXHV�KRZ�\RX�VKRXOG�UHDFW�LI �\RX�GLVFRYHU�� �
��������� VXUYHLOODQFH��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI �\RX�ÀQG�D�WUDFNLQJ�GHYLFH�RQ�\RXU�� �
� FDU��VKRXOG�\RX�OHDYH�LW�WKHUH�RU�JHW�ULG�RI �LW"��$�JHQHUDO�UXOH�VHHPV�� �
� WR�EH�²�LI �\RX�VSRW�VXUYHLOODQFH��SUHWHQG�\RX�KDYHQ·W��,I �WKH\�VHH�\RX�DUH��
� DZDUH�WKH\�ZLOO�DW�EHVW�PRYH�IXUWKHU�DZD\�DQG�EH�KDUGHU�WR�LGHQWLI\��DQG��
� �DW�ZRUVW�EHFRPH�YLROHQW���
�� +DYH�D�SODQ�²�LI �DQ�+5'�ÀQGV�D�GHYLFH�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�RU�FDU��ZKDW�� �
� VKRXOG�WKH\�GR"�,JQRULQJ�LW�ZKLOVW�EHLQJ�DZDUH�RI �WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�DQG��
� EHKDYLQJ�DFFRUGLQJO\�FRXOG�EH�WKH�VDIHVW�RSWLRQ��

5.2 Physical Surveillance (Being Followed)
 
�� $OZD\V�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�YHU\�SURIHVVLRQDO�VXUYHLOODQFH�RSHUDWRUV�PD\�

ZRUN�FRPSOHWHO\�XQQRWLFHG��VR�\RX�ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�EH�H[WUD�YLJLODQW�DV�
ZHOO���%H�DZDUH�RI �ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�\RXU�VXUURXQGLQJV�DOO�WKH�WLPH�
�ZKLOH�UHVLVWLQJ�SDUDQRLD�RI �FRXUVH�

�� $OO�VXUYHLOODQFH�ZLOO�KDYH�D�¶VWDUW�SRLQW·��ZKLFK�ZLOO�PRVW�OLNHO\�EH�\RXU�
KRPH�RU�ZRUN��$OZD\V�EH�RQ�WKH�ORRN�RXW�IRU�VWUDQJH�YHKLFOHV��LQ-

FOXGLQJ�WKHLU�FRORXUV�DQG�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�QXPEHUV��RU�SHRSOH�ORLWHULQJ�\HW�
ORRNLQJ�RXW�RI �SODFH�DURXQG�\RXU�KRPH�RU�ZRUN�SUHPLVHV�

�� 'R�QRW�KDYH�D�À[HG�URXWLQH��9DU\�WKH�WLPHV�DQG�URXWHV�\RX�XVH�WR�JR�WR�
ZRUN��JR�KRPH��JR�VKRSSLQJ�RU�WR�DQ\�RWKHU�SODFHV�\RX�YLVLW�UHJXODUO\��

�� $OZD\V�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�D�YHKLFOH�VXUYHLOODQFH�XVXDOO\�KDV�DW�OHDVW�WZR�
FDUV��ZLWK�RQH�LQ�IURQW��RQH�EHKLQG�DQG�DQRWKHU�OLNHO\�GULYLQJ�E\�\RXU�
FDU·V�VLGH��6SHHGLQJ�DZD\�IURP�RQH�PLJKW�QRW�DOZD\V�PHDQ�\RX�KDYH�
HOXGHG�WKRVH�VWDONLQJ�RU�SXWWLQJ�\RX�XQGHU�YHKLFOH�VXUYHLOODQFH��

�� 'ULYH�QDWXUDOO\�²�GRQ·W�NHHS�PRYLQJ�\RXU�KHDG�WR�ORRN�LQ�\RXU�UHDU�
mirrors  
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�� 7R�FKHFN�IRU�VXUYHLOODQFH��WXUQ�LQWR�D�FXO�GH�VDF�RU�D�SHWURO�VWDWLRQ�WR�
JHW�IXHO��EXW�EH��FDUHIXO�WKDW�LW�ORRNV�QDWXUDO��

�� 7R�HYDGH�VXUYHLOODQFH�SDUN�VRPHZKHUH�DQG�WKHQ��LQ�D�UHOD[HG�ZD\��MXPS�
RQWR�SXEOLF��WUDQVSRUW��LI �\RX�EHOLHYH�WKH�WKUHDW�RI �EHLQJ�DEGXFWHG�LV�
imminent

5.3 Avoid giving too much information on public platforms 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� PDQ\� SHRSOH� LQQRFHQWO\� UHYHDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKHPVHOYHV�
DQG�WKHLU�ZKHUHDERXWV��WKURXJK�EXVLQHVV�FDUGV��JLYLQJ�DZD\�QXPEHUV�DQG�HPDLO�
FRQWDFWV� LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\��3HUVRQDO�SURÀOHV�RQ� VRFLDO�PHGLD�SODWIRUPV� VXFK�DV�
)DFHERRN�FDQ�UHYHDO�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH��ZKHUH�\RX�XVXDOO\�KDQJ�RXW��ZKR�\RX�XVX-

DOO\�DUH�ZLWK��DPRQJ�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI �SHUVRQDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�PDNH�\RX�
PRUH�YXOQHUDEOH��7KH�NH\�PHVVDJH�KHUH�LV�WR�H[HUFLVH�GLVFUHWLRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI �WKH�
DPRXQW�RI �SHUVRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�URXWLQHV�\RX�SXW�LQWR�WKH�SXEOLF�GRPDLQ��
LQ�FDVH�VXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�HLWKHU�WUDS�\RX�RU�IDFLOLWDWH�DEGXFWLRQ�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH

%HORZ�DUH�D�IHZ�WLSV�WR�HQVXUH�VHFXULW\�DV�\RX�XVH�VRFLDO�PHGLD

�� 7KLQN�FDUHIXOO\�DERXW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�\RX�VKDUH�DERXW�\RXUVHOI��\RXU�
ZKHUHDERXWV��IULHQGV�HWF���

�� *HW�FRQVHQW�LI �SRVWLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ��GRFXPHQWV��SLFWXUHV�DQG�WKH�ORFD-
tions of  others  

�� 0DNH�VXUH�\RXU�SDVVZRUGV�DUH�VHFXUH�DQG�FKDQJHG�UHJXODUO\���
�� %H�FDUHIXO�ZKHQ�DFFHVVLQJ�\RXU�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�DFFRXQW�LQ�SXEOLF�LQWHUQHW�

VSDFHV�²�RQO\�XVH��WKHP�LI �\RX�DUH�VXUH�WKH\�FDQ�EH�WUXVWHG��
� 'HOHWH�\RXU�SDVVZRUG�DQG�EURZVLQJ�KLVWRU\�DIWHU�XVLQJ��D�SXEOLF�EURZVHU�

RU�FRPSXWHU���
�� 5HDG�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�(QG�8VHU�/LFHQVH�$JUHHPHQW��(8/$���7HUPV�

RI �8VH�DQG�RU�3ULYDF\��*XLGHOLQHV�GRFXPHQWV��7KHVH�GRFXPHQWV�PD\�
FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��VR�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHYLVLW��WKHP�UHJXODUO\���

�� 0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�SULYDF\�VHWWLQJV�RI �\RXU�VRFLDO�
QHWZRUN�DFFRXQW��'RQ·W��UHO\�RQ�WKH�GHIDXOW�VHWWLQJV�²�FXVWRPLVH�\RXU�
VHWWLQJV�DQG�UHYLHZ�WKHP�UHJXODUO\�DV�WKH�VHUYLFH��PD\�PDNH�FKDQJHV���
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�� 8VH�FDXWLRQ�ZKHQ�LQVWDOOLQJ�DSSOLFDWLRQV�VXJJHVWHG�E\�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNLQJ�
VHUYLFHV��8VH�WKHVH��DSSOLFDWLRQV�RQO\�LI �\RX�WUXVW�WKHLU�VRXUFH��XQGHU-
VWDQG�ZKDW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH\�ZLOO�H[SRVH��DQG�DUH�DEOH�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�
RXWÁRZ�RI �\RXU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

5.4 Abduction / Kidnap
 
<RXU�SURWHFWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�DYRLG�DEGXFWLRQ���NLGQDS�ZLOO�LQFOXGH��
�� 'HYHORS�ORFDO�FRQWDFWV�ZKR�FDQ�ZDUQ�\RX�DERXW�KHLJKWHQHG�ULVNV��,I �\RX�

KDYH�D�JRRG�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�\RXU�QHLJKERXUV��DW�ZRUN�DQG�DW�KRPH���
FKDQFHV�DUH�WKH\�DUH�KLJKO\�OLNHO\�WR�WLS�\RX�RII �RI �DQ\�HYHQW�RU�DFWLYLWLHV

�� $OZD\V�DFW�RQ�ORFDO�DGYLFH�IURP�\RXU�WUXVWHG�FRQWDFWV��
�� ,I �\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�DEGXFWHG��\RX�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�XQGHU�VXUYHLOODQFH�

E\�WKH�DEGXFWRUV��EHIRUH�EHLQJ�WDNHQ��7KH\�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�NQRZ�ZKHUH�
\RX�ZRUN�DQG�ZKHUH�\RX�OLYH�DQG�IROORZ�\RX�²�EH�DOHUW�WR�DQ\�VLJQV�RI �
VXUYHLOODQFH

�� 2QO\�OHW�WUXVWHG�FRQWDFWV�NQRZ�\RXU�WUDYHO�SODQV��$YRLG�URXWLQHV���
�� %OHQG�LQ�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�²�FRQVLGHU�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�VDIHVW�PHWKRG�RI �

WUDQVSRUW�WR�GR�VR���DQG�KRZ�WR�GUHVV�WR�DYRLG�DWWHQWLRQ��
�� +DYH�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�FRQWDFW�ZKR�ZLOO�WDNH�PHDVXUHV�WR�ÀQG�\RX�LI �\RX�GR�

QRW�FKHFN�LQ�DW�FHUWDLQ��WLPHV�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\��
�� ,Q�WLPHV�RI �KHLJKWHQHG�ULVN��WDNH�VWHSV�QRW�WR�EH�DORQH��

What to do during the abduction / kidnapping moment 
�� 6WD\�FDOP�DQG�TXLHW��WKH�NLGQDSSHUV�PD\�EH�QHUYRXV�DQG�LQH[SHULHQFHG�²�

\RXU�EHKDYLRXU�FRXOG�WULJJHU�YLROHQFH���,W�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�VHQVH�WR�VKRXW�
RU� VWUXJJOH� XQOHVV� \RX� UHDVRQDEO\� H[SHFW� WKDW� WKHVH� WDFWLFV�ZLOO� HQVXUH�
\RXU�UHVFXH��

�� %H�FDUHIXO�DERXW�H\H�FRQWDFW�HVSHFLDOO\�GXULQJ�WHQVH�PRPHQWV��H\HV�FDQ�
VKRZ�IHDU��DQJHU�RU�FRQWHPSW��ZKLFK�FDQ�WULJJHU�YLROHQFH��)DFH�\RXU�FDS-

WRUV��LW�LV�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�WR�KDUP�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�IDFLQJ�\RX��EXW�DYRLG�
PDNLQJ�H\H�FRQWDFW��

�� ,I �\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�WDNHQ�DV�D�JURXS��WU\�QRW�WR�EH�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�JURXS
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5.5 Surviving the Kidnap Period – Relations With the Kidnappers 

�� 7U\�WR�JDLQ�WKH�NLGQDSSHUV·�UHVSHFW�DQG�EXLOG�UDSSRUW�ZLWK�WKHP
�� 2EH\�RUGHUV�ZLWKRXW�DSSHDULQJ�VHUYLOH��
�� $YRLG�VXUSULVLQJ��DODUPLQJ�RU�WKUHDWHQLQJ�\RXU�FDSWRUV��GRQ·W�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�

you would testify  against them  

�� %H�FDXWLRXV�DERXW�PDNLQJ�VXJJHVWLRQV�WR�\RXU�FDSWRUV��DV�\RX�PD\�EH�KHOG�
responsible if   something you suggest goes wrong  

�� ,I �WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�SHRSOH�NLGQDSSHG��HOHFW�RQH�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�WR�VSHDN�
IRU�WKH�JURXS��7KLV��SUHVHQWV�D�FRPPRQ�IURQW�DQG�DYRLGV�WKH�NLGQDSSHUV�
SOD\LQJ�\RX�RII �DJDLQVW�HDFK�RWKHU��

�� 5HJDUG�DOO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH\�JLYH�\RX�ZLWK�VFHSWLFLVP��

5.6 Surviving the Kidnap Period – Physical and Mental Health
 
�� $FFHSW�WKDW�\RX�PD\�EH�KHOG�FDSWLYH�IRU�D�ORQJ�SHULRG�RI �WLPH��7U\�WR�

NHHS�D�UHFRUG�RI �WKH��GD\V��
�� ,QIRUP�\RXU�FDSWRUV�RI �DQ\�PHGLFDO�WUHDWPHQW�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFHLYLQJ��
�� 7DNH�FDUH�RI �\RXU�KHDOWK�E\�HDWLQJ��HYHQ�LI �WKH�IRRG�\RX�DUH�RIIHUHG�LV�

XQDSSHDOLQJ���GHYHORSLQJ�DQ�H[HUFLVH�URXWLQH��DQG�SUD\HU�PHGLWDWLRQ
�� .HHS�\RXU�PLQG�RFFXSLHG��,I �ERRNV�RU�ZULWLQJ�PDWHULDOV�DUH�QRW�DYDLO-

DEOH��SUD\��PHGLWDWH�� �UHFDOO� IDYRXULWH�ERRNV�DQG�ÀOPV��FRPSRVH�PXVLF��
SODQ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�LQ�\RXU�KHDG�²�DOO�WKLV��FDQ�OLIW�\RXU�PRRG��

�� %H�PHQWDOO\�SUHSDUHG�IRU�FKDQJHV��RI �ORFDWLRQ��RU�JXDUGV��EHLQJ�VHSDUDW-
ed from others  

�� <RX�PD\�EH�WUHDWHG�LQ�D�KXPLOLDWLQJ�RU�WHUULI\LQJ�ZD\��)HDUV�RI �SDLQ�RU�
GHDWK�DUH�QRUPDO� �UHDFWLRQV�²�GR�QRW� ORVH�KRSH� ��� ,W� LV�QRUPDO� WR� IHHO�
H[WUHPH�VKRFN�DQG�GHSUHVVLRQ��/HW�\RXU�KRSH�IRU�EHLQJ�UHOHDVHG�RU�IRU�
being found supersede all the other fears

6.0 Contingency Plan Against Enforced Disappearance for HRD   
     Organisations

,I �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�YLD�DEGXFWLRQ���NLGQDS�LV�D�WKUHDW�WR�DQ\�PHPEHUV�RI �
\RXU�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��LW�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�WKDW�\RXU�LQVWLWXWLRQ�KDV�D�FRQWLQJHQF\�LQ�FDVH�
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RI �DQ\�HYHQWXDOLW\��<RXU�FRQWLQJHQF\�SODQQLQJ�FRXOG�LQFOXGH�WKH�EHORZ�DVSHFWV��
� �� (DFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�PHPEHU�NQRZLQJ�DQG�PHPRULVLQJ�WKH�SKRQH�QXPEHU�

RI � D�KXPDQ� ULJKWV� ODZ\HU� WKH\�FDQ�FRQWDFW� LI � WKH\�EHOLHYH� DEGXFWLRQ� LV�
LPPLQHQW�RU�D�FROOHDJXH�KDV�EHHQ�GLVDSSHDUHG�

� �� �7KH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�VHWV�XS�D�FULVLV�FRPPLWWHH�ZLWK�NH\�UROHV�GHVLJQDWHG�LQ�
DGYDQFH��VXFK�DV��

� R� 'HVFULSWLRQ�RI � WKH� DEGXFWLRQ�� QDPHV� DQG�RWKHU� GHWDLOV� RI � WKRVH� LQ-

YROYHG��WLPH��GDWH��ORFDWLRQ��
� R� (VWDEOLVKLQJ�DV�IDU�DV�SRVVLEOH�ZKHUH�WKH�SHUVRQ�LV�EHLQJ�KHOG�DQG�E\�

ZKRP��ZLWK��LQGHSHQGHQW�YHULÀFDWLRQ�DV�IDU�DV�LV�SRVVLEOH���
 o Dealing with the authorities if  appropriate  

� R� &RQWDFW�ZLWK�DQG�VXSSRUW�RI �WKH�IDPLO\��
� R� &RQWDFW� ZLWK� ORFDO�� UHJLRQDO�� QDWLRQDO�� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� KXPDQ� ULJKWV�

groups for regional and international alerts  

� R� 0HGLD�VSRNHVSHUVRQ���SULPHG�ZLWK�D�FDUHIXO�PHGLD�VWUDWHJ\�LI �QHZV�RI �
WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�KDV��OHDNHG�RXW��

� R� 'HYHORSLQJ�D�SODQ�RI �VXSSRUW� �QHHG�IRU�PHGLFDO� WUHDWPHQW�� UHFXSHU-
DWLYH�OHDYH��FRXQVHOOLQJ��DQG�RWKHU�VHUYLFHV��IRU�WKH�PHPEHU�ZKHQ�UH-
OHDVHG�UHWXUQHG�KRPH��WR�EH�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ��GLUHFW�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKH�PHPEHU�DQG�RU�WKHLU�IDPLO\���

� R� .HHSLQJ�RWKHU�VWDII �LQIRUPHG��DV�DSSURSULDWH��
� R� 2IIHULQJ�SV\FKR�VRFLDO�VXSSRUW�WR�DIIHFWHG�FROOHDJXHV�DV�UHTXLUHG�
 

7.0 Frequently Asked Questions-When a Person Has Been 
      disappeared       

Q:  If  your work colleague/family member has been abducted what is the 
ÀUVW�VWHS�\RX�VKRXOG�WDNH"

A:�� ,PPHGLDWHO\�UHSRUW�WKH�LQFLGHQW�WR�WKH�QHDUHVW�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�RU�FRQWDFW�WKH�
SROLFH�RQ�WKHLU�QDWLRQDO�KRWOLQH��&RQWDFW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�ODZ\HUV�IRU�VXSSRUW�
DQG�IROORZ�XS�RQ�WKH�FDVH�

Q:  How many hours should you wait before you report a disappeared 
person to the police?

A:� $V�VRRQ�DV�\RX�EHOLHYH�D�SHUVRQ� LV�PLVVLQJ� LQ�XQH[SODLQHG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
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\RX�PXVW�FRQWDFW�WKH�SROLFH�

Q:  Who should accompany you to make the report?
A: � $�ODZ\HU��IDPLO\�PHPEHU�RU�WUXVWHG�FROOHDJXH��

Q:  What information should you furnish the police with?
A: � $V�PXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�LQFOXGHG�EXW�

not limited to-

)XOO�QDPHV�RI �WKH�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQ��DJH��UDFH��JHQGHU��KDLU�FRORXU��FRORXU�RI �H\HV��
GHVFULSWLRQ�RI �FORWKHV�DW�WLPH�RI �GLVDSSHDUDQFH��ORFDWLRQ��SHUVRQV�ODVW�VHHQ�

8.0 Conclusion

,W�LV�DQWLFLSDWHG�WKDW�WKLV�ERRNOHW�ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�DQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WRRO�WKDW�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�GHIHQGHUV�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�FDQ�PDNH�XVH�RI �WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
PRUH�DERXW�HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV��WKH�ORFDO��UHJLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�OHJDO�
LQVWUXPHQWV�VHHNLQJ�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�SURWHFWLQJ�FLWL]HQV�
IURP�EHLQJ�GLVDSSHDUHG��,W�LV�KRSHG�WKDW�WKH�VXUYLYDO�WLSV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV�VKDUHG�LQ�
WKH�ODVW�VHFWLRQ�ZLOO�DOVR�VXSSRUW�&62�DQG�DFWLYLVWV�WR�EH�DOHUW�DQG�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�
ULVN�RI �HQIRUFHG�GLVDSSHDUDQFHV�DURXQG�WKHP�VKRXOG�LW�DULVH�
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